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2010 Friends of the Florida Historical Society
Keynote Lecture: The First Coming of
Judaeo-Christian Religion to Florida
by Michael Gannon
e are foregathered this evening in what I like to call the
United States' City of Centuries- four and a half to be
exact come 2015. Among this city's many claims is that it
served as the American nation's cradle ofWestern religion. Here in
1565 was founded the first Christian parish, named after the fifth
century North Mrican bishop and theologian Augustine of Hippo.
Here, too, in 1587, was established the first Christian mission,
named Nombre de Dios, to the native peoples of North America
north of Mexico. In turn, those religious institutions gave rise to
our state's and our country's first hospital, first schools, including
a free public school, first library and archives, and first organized
defenses of human, civil and religious rights.
St Augustine and La Florida were not, of course, the original site of
formal Christian presence in the Americas, what the Spanish discoverers
called the Indies. The first Christian ceremonies, called Masses, in the
Indies were celebrated in late December 1493, exact days unknown, by
the thirteen Catholic priests who accompanied Christopher Columbus
on his second voyage to the island ofHispaniola. Ten of the priests were
missionary members of religious orders, the m~ority Franciscans, and
three were secular, or parish, clergy.

W

Michael Gannon is Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of History at the
University of Florida. He is the author of Operation Drumbeat (1990) and eight
other books, including Florida: A Short History. He has received numerous awards,
including the Knight Commander of the Order of Isabella Cat6lica from KingJuan
Carlos I of Spain.
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The first missionaries, like the soldiers, sailors, and artisans
in Columbus's party, made their base at La Isabela, which can be
called the first Spanish town in the New World, on the north coast
of today's Dominican Republic. But the friars seem to have devoted
most of their labors to pastoral work among the Spaniards rather
than to evangelization of the local Taino people. Indeed, it as not
until 1496 or '97 that the first Taino, a man named Guaticabanu,
was baptized into the Christian faith.
Columbus was wrong in thinking that the Taino had no
religion of their own. They did, and it was animism, the belief that
certain inanimate objects were alive and that they were invested
with supernatural powers. These objects, which the Taino called
cemies, were manufactured from stone, wood, ceramic, seashells
and cotton. Many stone cemies have survived, and can be found
today in anthropology museums. When the Catholic priests gave
the Taino Christian images, such as figures of the saints, they
promptly planted them in their fields and urinated on them to
encourage the fertility of their crops. Shamans, or witch doctors,
were also characteristic of Taino religion: they presided over
offerings to the gods, conducted healing ceremonies and divined
the future. Within forty years of first contact with Europeans
the Taino would be extinct, owing largely to the introduction of
European communicable diseases to which the native peoples had
no acquired immunities.
All of the native societies of the New World had religious belief
systems of one form or another. It would be a serious mistake
to think of them simply as "infidels" or "godless savages." Some
commentators have argued that the Amerindians were among
the most religious people in the world at that time. Whether their
lifeways were based on hunting, as in Labrador, or on horticulture, as
among the Pueblo tribes of New Mexico, whether they worshipped
the sun, as in Florida, or participated in high state religious rituals,
as found among the Aztecs in Mexico and the Incas in Peru, all
the Native American societies of which we have record practiced a
religion that both gave meaning to life and promoted social unity.
When, later, both the Spanish Franciscans and the FrenchJesuits
found not only that conversions came slowly but that aboriginal
beliefs persisted for generations beneath the veneer of Christian
conversion, it became clear to Europeans just how profound the
native belief systems had been. Like the Christian missionaries, the
Aztec priests could proclaim, as they did: "This is the faith of our
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fathers." The syncretistic and polytheistic priests of Mexico, unlike
their European counterparts, practiced toleration, pluralism, and
inclusion. They sought for a way to incorporate the Christian God
as one of many alongside their own. Even today, in Latin America,
Christian rituals exhibit the influence of the original Amerindian
religions. And five centuries after the evangelization effort began,
shamans still abound.
While the missionary work was proceeding poorly in Hispaniola,
only slightly better successes were secured by the missionaries who
accompanied or followed conquistadors to Puerto Rico, Cuba,
the Isthmus of Panama, the northern coast of Venezuela, as well
as to Florida which was also a part of the Caribbean Basin, or as
anthropologists say today, the Circum-Caribbean. It was, ironically,
the conqueror of Mexico, Hernan Cortes, that conquistador
whose name is most closely identified in the popular mind with
Spanish violence, who persuaded the Spanish Crown- Charles I
at the time-to make the first major commitment to spread the
Gospel among the New World natives. Despite his warlike image, or
alongside it, whichever one prefers, Cortes was a sincere and pious
Christian. In history we not infrequently encounter personages
who are odd mixtures of the celestial and the crass: we remember
Bernal Diaz, companion of Cortes, who said: "We came here to
serve God, and also to get rich." In 1524 Cortes importuned the
king to send him a large team of mendicant friars-the clergy
who followed a strict rule, lived off alms, and had a reputation
for learning and holiness. In the same year, a first contingent of
Franciscan clergy arrived in Mexico City. Two years later, they were
joined by twelve Dominicans. In 1533 members of a third religious
order, Augustinians, augmented the evangelization effort. New
Spain, as Charles I named Mexico, became a "church of friars."
Consoling missionary results were not long in coming, and, by
1539, the mission fields could boast of Indian conversions in the
thousands.
During the immediate post-Columbian period, Spanish
navigators launched an ever-widening circle of voyages from bases
in the Caribbean Sea. It was inevitable that one of those voyages
would bump into the mainland of what is now the United States,
and that the most likely point of contact would be the peninsula of
Florida. According to the documents, it was Juan Ponce de Leon,
lately governor of Puerto Rico, who first made landfall here, in
April1513. (Though unrecorded, Spanish slavers from Hispaniola
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probably preceded him.) The most recent estimate of his landing
site, based on a careful resailing of his route, places Juan Ponce
-south of Cape Canaveral, at or near present-day Melbourne Beach.
He named the place La Florida-"the flowery land."
During the forty-eight years that followed, five expeditions
either traversed this peninsula and panhandle or attempted to
settle it. But the flowery land, and its indigenous inhabitants,
resisted. As I have written elsewhere: "Failure followed failure as
a long succession of Spanish captains carried their proud lances
into the wilderness only to see them broken by outrageous fortune.
Here one sees no sated conqueror resting amid Aztec splendor, no
master of In can wealth and magnificence. What one sees instead is
Juan Ponce, on a second voyage in 1521, staggering from a native's
arrow that would carry off his life; Panfilo de Narvaez, in 1528,
attempting escape from the Gulf coast, his rough-hewn barge
awash, and the Gulf of Mexico in his lungs; Hernando de Soto,
in 1539-40, disconsolate of finding the El Dorado of his dreams
among these swamps and pines; the Dominican friar Luis Cancer
de Barbastro, in 1549, cruelly slaughtered at Tampa Bay before
he could do any more than hold aloft a crucifix before his native
assailants; Tristan de Luna y Arellano, in 1559-61, a failure in the
eyes of both his men and his Viceroy after two inglorious years at
Pensacola Bay."
What of the missionary priests and lay brothers who
accompanied the would-be conquistadors to Florida? We find them
on every one of the expeditions save the first voyage of discovery.
The secular and regular clergy who accompanied Juan Ponce in
1521 were driven off by hostile Calusa natives before they could
even begin their labors. Narvaez brought five Franciscan friars and
an unknown number of secular priests, and De Soto carried eight
seculars and four regulars in his expedition. No stable parishes or
missions resulted from either of those two ventures, however, which
were concerned more with exploration than with settlement. Nor
does it seem that the clergy were able to temper the violence shown
to Florida's natives by both of those captains. In DeSoto's case, the
atrocities committed by his men against the native societies seem
to have reflected not only a bias toward them as constituting a
lower species, but also an extension of the cult of military violence
nourished over many centuries of the Reconquista, the struggle to
regain control of Iberia from the Muslims. Fray Luis Cancer, as we
have said, was killed for his missionary pains, and with that guileless

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol90/iss1/1

8

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 90, Number 1

JUDAEO-CHRISTIAN RELIGION IN FLORIDA

5

messenger of peace another Dominican priest and a lay brother fell
beneath the native macaiia, or war club. Not death but frustration
-characterized the efforts of the five priests and one lay brother, all
Dominicans, who settled with Tristan de Luna at Pensacola Bay;
indeed, during two years of evangelization of the native people
their efforts resulted in only one convert, a woman baptized at the
point of death. It should be noted, however, that, in general, the
behavior of Luna's soldiers toward the aborigines of La Florida was
gentle and correct, in keeping with the spirit of the Gospel.
At the conclusion of that near-half century of military and
missionary failures, the Spanish Crown had reason to wonder if
Florida was any longer worth the expenditure of money and human
energy. But yet another man came forward to make a sixth attempt
at settlement. His name was Pedro Menendez de Aviles, from the
northern Spanish province of Asturias, who had spent a lifetime
at sea, lately as Admiral commanding Spain's plate, or treasure,
fleets. The year was 1565, one year after the death of Michelangelo,
and one year before the birth of William Shakespeare. Though his
motives were various-finding a son lost at sea near the Florida
shoreline, establishing an agribusiness empire, and driving the
French out of a fort built near the mouth of the St. Johns River
(about which he learned only after signing his asiento [contract]
with the king), Menendez told King Philip II that he would seek
the chance to evangelize those people, "sunk in the thickest shades
of infidelity," before "any other command that Your Majesty might
bestow" upon him. (Of that statement the late nineteenth century
colonial historian Francis Parkman-no friend to persons or things
Spanish-said: "Those who take this for hypocrisy do not know the
Spaniard of the sixteenth century.")
Suffice it to say in this narrative that Menendez did not find
his son, nor did he succeed in his agricultural enterprise, but
he did drive out the French and he did establish, on September
8 of that year, Florida's and North America's first permanent
settlement, which he named St. Augustine, on whose feastday,
August 28, he had first sighted land, at Cape Canaveral. And he
did found as well this country's first Christian parish and mission
to the natives. Hoping to extend the missionary endeavor to other
parts of Florida outside St. Augustine, in 1566 Menendez invited
in missionaries of the Society of Jesus Qesuits). One was killed
by natives near the mouth of the St. Johns River. A second began
a mission at Charlotte Harbor, and a third took up station near
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present-day Miami. Neither was successful and both missions were
abandoned by 1570.
The first large-scale evangelization of the Florida nations and
tribes began with the arrival of Franciscan friars in 1573. In the
beginning their ministry was confined to villages of the Timucua
tribes near and north of St. Augustine and the Guale chiefdoms
on the coastal islands of Georgia. By 1595, 1,500 converts could
be counted, though, two years later, a number of Guale revolted
against the friars' religious and civil restrictions on polygamy and
killed five of them. The garrison and civil list at St Augustine were
served by secular priests, among whom, after 1597, was Ricardo
Artur (Richard Arthur), the first Irish priest to serve in this
country. The Franciscans operated a seminary in the city. For the
entire first Spanish period (1565-1763), the Florida church was
under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Santiago de Cuba, whose
see was situated at Havana. In 1606, the prelate at that time, Juan
de las Cabezas de Altamirano, made an episcopal visitation to
St. Augustine and traveled the mission trail northward where he
confirmed both Timucuan and Guale converts. On his return
to Havana, he wrote to King Philip III describing the friars'
evangelical successes, but also the hardships they endured:
"Without a doubt," he stated, "they eat their bread in sorrow in
those places."
In that same year, 1606, the Franciscans began to push westward
into the forested interior of the peninsula, first to present-day
Gainesville, thence to the juncture of the Santa Fe and Suwannee
Rivers, finally to the rolling farmlands of Apalachee around presentday Tallahassee where they were to have their greatest successes in
the 17m century. The period after 1632, the year of the first sizable
Franciscan settlements in northwest Apalachee, as far as 1675 was
a time of great numerical increase in the number of converts. A
census of 1655 counted 26,000 Christianized natives living in or
around 38 doctrinas, or mission compounds.
The native peoples lived throughout the 17th century in
a relatively autonomous entity that the Spaniards called the
"Republic of Indians." Occupying different regions of the same La
Florida, the natives paid no head tax or tribute to the "Republic
of Spaniards." They enjoyed rights to inherit titles and offices, to
own land and rule vassals, and, in the case of chiefs and nobles,
to wear swords and go about on horseback. They were protected
from molestation by rules that forbade any Spaniard on legitimate
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business among them from staying longer than three days in an
Indian town (where the visitor also was constricted to sleeping in
the official building, the council house). When addressing native
peoples the Spanish governors used the expression, "my sons and
cousins."
That general familiarity and respect did not, however, prevent
several of the governors from committing outrages against the native
converts. One continuous thread of unassailable good that emerges
from the mission documents as far as the 1670s is the Franciscans'
defense of the human, civil and religious rights of the indigenous
peoples. During the governorship of Diego de Rebolledo (165559), for example, they denounced his exploitation of native men,
including nobles, as cargadores to carry food supplies, mule-like,
on their backs from the deep interior to St. Augustine, and with
such effect that the Crown ordered Rebolledo arrested and sent to
Spain for criminal proceedings. New violations of native rights by
Governor Juan Marquez Cabrera (1680-87) led to a similarly strong
Franciscan protest. This time the Franciscans' concerns extended
beyond the natives to include other classes of the population that
were being abused by the governor: criollos (Florida-born residents
of Spanish descent who were condemned by peninsulares, residents
who had come to Florida from Spain); Christian natives, who, along
with convicts and black slaves, were being put to forced labor on
the Castillo (fort) then under construction; widows; and Mexican
and Cuban ne'er do wells. As with Rebolledo three decades before,
the vigorous Franciscan defense of human and civil rights led to
royal arrest of the governor.
The friars, unlike their later counterparts in California, did
little to alter the aboriginal settlements. Nor did they expropriate
the natives' lands or push them back along an ever-advancing
European frontier, as happened in the English colonies to the
north. Instead, the Florida missionaries lived among their charges
as Peace Corps volunteers live respectfully within foreign societies
today. Their primary mission was to preach the Gospel, to celebrate
Mass and to administer the sacraments. In the native pueblos they
taught not only the catechism of Christianity but also European
farming, cattle and hog raising, weaving, music, and, in many
instances, reading and writing. Although the Florida natives had
no written language, the friars provided them one, a phonic script,
utilizing Spanish consonants and vowels. Here is how the first
sentences of the Lord's Prayer sounded in Timucuan:
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Heka itimile, numa
hibantema, bisamilenema
abokwanoletahabema;
balunu nanemema
nohobonihabe.

..

•

The voices of Florida from long ago.
To their labors the friars devoted, individually, as many as
thirty or forty years, and always in conditions far removed from the
relative comforts of baroque monasteries in the madre patria. One
can only imagine the ordeals they suffered and the burdens they
bore from long overland treks, hunger, heat, semitropical diseases,
and unending clouds of mosquitoes. Truly theirs were lives of total
service, devoid of any ambition for human glory. Of them it may
be said what historian Parkman wrote of Jesuit missionaries later
in Canada: "Men steeped in antique learning, pale with the close
breath of the cloister, here spent the noon and evening of their
lives ... and stood serene before the direst shapes of death."
In 1702-1704, after a century and a quarter, that great work
of the human spirit came to a tragic end. English soldiers and
Indian allies from Carolina descended on St. Augustine, seeking
to extirpate the Spanish presence in the American Southeast. On
their way south through the intracoastal waterway, they destroyed,
one after another, the Franciscan missions to the Guale and
northern Timucua. Here, at St. Augustine, unable to reduce its
stalwart stone fortress, the Carolinians vented their frustration
by torching the entire town, excepting its hospital. Lost in the
conflagration was the motherhouse of the Franciscan order, at
the corner of today's St. Francis and Marine Streets. The Florida
National Guard Headquarters, or State Arsenal, occupies the site
today. When the English force withdrew, a war correspondent from
a New York newspaper lamented the sacrilege that had been done
in burning the monastery's library with its copies of the Holy Bible.
A modern historian may be forgiven for lamenting more the fiery
destruction of the Florida mission records: maps, drawings, studies,
interviews, correspondence, all irretrievably gone.
An even larger Carolinian and Indian force returned to Florida
in 1704, this time to the interior mission fields of Apalachee.
There, where friars and natives had lived peacefully for generations
within the sound of mission bells, the invaders spread death and
destruction. Many of the Christian natives were impaled on stakes.
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Every m1sswn was depopulated. Every cross-topped structure
was burned. Altogether, the Carolinians killed 1,000 Apalachee
converts, forced 2,000 into exile, and took 1,000 to Carolina as
slaves. It was the largest slave raid ever in the South. Only in the
last half century, owing to research conducted by Florida historians
and archaeologists, has the curtain dropped over that Apalachee
pogrom by Anglo-American writers of Southern history been
lifted from the frontier proscenium. English-led Indians returned
to eradicate the Timucua missions in 1706. The chapels in the
wilderness would never be revived.
Catholic life continued in the provinces of Florida under the
jurisdiction of the pastors at St. Augustine and Pensacola (founded
in 1698) until1763, when, in the Treaty of Paris ending the French
and Indian War, Florida was ceded to Great Britain, and almost
the entire Catholic populations of St. Augustine and Pensacola,
together with surviving remnants of the Indian converts, departed
for Cuba and Mexico carrying all of their records, liturgical objects
and furnishings with them.
Under British rule Florida extended westward as far as the
Mississippi River, and London divided it into two colonies, East and
West. Replacing Roman Catholicism, the Anglican Church took
root in the two Floridas during the next twenty-one years. Notable
among its achievements was the introduction and practice here,
for the first time, of religious freedom. At St. Augustine, under the
direction of the Anglican rector John Forbes, a 70-foot high tower
and steeple, in the same Georgian style one sees today on colonial
churches in New England, were erected atop the old Catholic
parish church, and the edifice was rechristened St. Peter's. A small
number of Presbyterians and other Protestant Christians could be
found in both East and West Florida, as well as Jews in Pensacola,
after the 1760s, and in St. Augustine, beginning in the 1780s. A
community of French Catholics worshipped in Mobile, then a part
of West Florida. Catholic life revived in St. Augustine in 1777 when
Mahonese Minorcans with their priest, survivors of an ill-fated
indigo plantation at New Smyrna, found refuge in the Old City.
Following the British interregnum Florida passed through a 34year Spanish restoration. Roman Catholicism was reintroduced as
the official religion in the two Floridas, (though its priests tolerated
the Anglican practices of British settlers who chose to remain) until
1821, when a single Florida with a western boundary at the Perdido
River became the possession, later a territory, of the United States.
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Overnight Roman Catholics again became a distinct minority in
the Anglo-American population. An even smaller minority were
-Florida's Jews, in Pensacola and St. Augustine, and they were
not numerous enough in either city to form the minyan required
for religious worship. By the late 1820s the Jewish population
numbered perhaps forty people, which was less than one percent
of the territorial population of 35,000.
The most prominent Jews in Florida during the territorial and
early statehood periods were the Sephardic father and son Moses
Levy and David Levy (Yulee). The elder Levy came to Florida
from Morocco and the Caribbean in 1821, intending to establish
a refugee colony for Jewish families in the north central interior.
His plantation, called New Pilgrimage and resembling the much
later Kibbutz, eventually failed, but Levy poured his considerable
energies into other projects, including the abolition of slavery and
the defense of Judaism. Young David became an attorney (much
against his father's wishes) and businessman. Attracted to politics,
he was instrumental in securing Florida's entry into the Union as
the twenty-seventh state in 1845. In the elections that followed,
he was elected one of Florida's two United States senators, thus
becoming the first known Jew to serve in the Senate-seven years
in advance of his cousin Judah P. Benjamin, of Louisiana. At the
time, Florida was home to fewer than 100 Jews in a state population
of 66,500. No Jewish institutions were established in Florida prior
to statehood, and not until 1874 was the first synagogue founded,
Temple Beth-El at Pensacola, to be followed in 1882 by Temple
Ahavath Chesed atJacksonville.
The predominant numbers of religious adherents in Florida
after 1821 belonged to the Protestant Methodist, Baptist, and
Presbyterian churches. While Methodists erected permanent
churches at St. Augustine, Tallahassee, and Pensacola by 1830, the
typical minister of that denomination during territorial and early
statehood could be found in Florida's sparsely settled hinterland,
using for his sanctuary private homes, courtrooms, barns or stables.
Baptist ministers also traveled extensively in their ministry, but
their denomination was quicker to erect church buildings. We find
the first at Bethlehem in the Panhandle in 1825 and the second
at Newnansville in 1828. Thereafter, numerous other churches,
with memberships from fifteen to fifty persons, were established at
settlements named Bellville, New Hope, New Prospect, Fayetteville,
Hatch Bend, Midway, Sand Hill, Macedonia, Rose Mary and Fort
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Clark. The large cities of St. Augustine and Pensacola were late in
building Baptist churches, whose informal religious style, featuring
-revivals and temperance meetings, appealed more at the time to a
rural constituency.
Scotch families from North Carolina introduced the
Presbyterian Church to Florida at Euchee Valley in today's Walton
County, where they built a log cabin church in 1828. Its services
would be dependent for many years on visiting ministers. In the
peninsula, Presbyterianism first took root here at St. Augustine in
1824, where a church building was erected in 1830. The "ancient
city" was followed soon afterward by congregations at Mandarin,
Tallahassee and Jacksonville.
Episcopalians established their American wing of the Anglican
Church at St. Augustine in the very year of cession from Spain,
1821. The first priest, Reverend Andrew Fowler, from Charleston,
succeeded so well in building a strong local parish that the
cornerstone of a church building to be called Trinity was laid in
1825. It was consecrated in 1833 thanks to the energetic leadership
and fund-raising of the Reverend Raymond Henderson, who also
increased the parish roll to 160 communicants, making Trinity the
largest single new denomination in the territory. The Episcopal
Church had its first beginnings at Pensacola in 1829, when Christ
Church, with a membership of twelve, was founded. St Paul's was
organized at Key West in 1833, and in the same decade, Christ
Church was established at Apalachicola, St. John's at Jacksonville,
St. John's at Tallahassee, St. Joseph's at St. Joseph, St. Luke's at
Marianna and St. Paul's at Quincy. With such growth, a Diocese of
Florida was recognized by the General Convention of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States on September 7, 1838.
The approach taken by the Protestant Churches to Florida's
native population, now the Seminole (originally Lower Creek
from the Georgia-Alabama line), was different from that taken by
the Spaniards in the First Spanish Period. Where the Spaniards
and their Franciscan friars were content to let the natives live
unmolested on their interior country lands, the Anglo-American
population, both in and out of the various churches, not only
made no effort to evangelize the Indians but supported efforts of
the United States Army, in the longest Indian War fought in this
country's history, to drive the Seminole into the trans-Mississippi
West, and to seize what had long been conferred to them by treaty:
their fertile fields and deep rivers.
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By the dawn of 1861, the new Florida Christian denominations,
joined by the relatively few surviving members of the long-positioned
-Roman Catholic Church, were anxiously engaged in defending the
enslavement of the state's 60,000 Mrican-Americans. The slavery
issue, together with other regional claims, would come to a tragic
boil on January 10 of that year when the independent "nation of
Florida" withdrew from the American Union, the third state in the
newly organized Southern Confederacy to do so.
Eight months from now you and I will observe the 150th
anniversary of the start of the American Civil War. It would be of
major service to our understanding of the fateful struggle if we had
a documented study of religion in Florida during that time period.
One cannot fully absorb the story of the war here in northeastFlorida,
for example, without researching and recounting the convictions,
impulses and actions of the major religious congregations in
the region. Scripture-based belief systems informed every aspect
of Florida Confederate behavior. We should learn about the
widespread public attempts, by Catholics and Protestants alike, to
justify slavery by appeal to selected passages of the Old and New
Testaments; we should recognize the efforts of slaveholders to
employ religion as a means to control their workforces. One hopes
that a scholar, by searching out official reports, unit histories, diaries
and letters home to northern families, will be able to explain why
Union regiments desecrated churches in Jacksonville, Mayport,
and Fernandina. And there are inspiring stories to tell as well: I
think of the movement of northeast Florida priests into Georgia
where they became the only representatives of religion to minister
to the diseased and starving Union prisoners at Andersonville.
Providing us with a complete account of religion in east,
middle, and west Florida during the internecine hostilities no
doubt will prove to be a difficult task. But perhaps there is someone
in this room tonight who will be willing to take up that candle. I
hope so.
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Crime and Punishment in Antebellum
Pensacola
by James M. Denham

E

the spring of 1828 Pensacola, Florida suffered a serious crime wave.
The Escambia County GrandJury with a "highly laudable determination
o do their duty," found twenty bills of indictment after a "most laborious
session of thirteen days. The panel indicted two men named Alvarez and
Gray for murder, though both remained at large throughout the entire
session. Convicted mail robber Martin Hutto escaped for the second time
with a convicted burglar named Enoch Hoye who received the customary
punishment for thieves: thirty-nine lashes (with ten extra stripes thrown in
for good measure) and two hours on the pillory. The postmaster offered a
$50 reward for Hutto's arrest Overall, Beryamin D. Wright, U. S. Attorney
for the Western Judicial District of Florida, secured seven convictions on
twenty indictments with fines totaling $106. 1
James M. Denham is a Professor of History and Director of the Lawton M. Chiles
Jr., Center for Florida History at Florida Southern College in Lakeland. He is the
author of A &gue's Paradise: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861
(University of Alabama Press, 2005).
l.
The proclamation for Hutto's arrest described the man as about "six feet high, stout
built, dark complexion; has large black whiskers, and a very bad countenance. It
is supposed that he has made for Mobile, and intends to take shipping from that
place to the North." Pensacola Gazette, May 23, 1828. For the criminal career of the
notorious robber Martin Hutto see Pensacola Gazette, September 7, November 7,
1827,January 25, May 9, 16, 23, October 14, November 11, 1828; Pensacola Florida
Argus, November 11, 1828; Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court,
1822-1833, Book l, 343, 347; Territary of Florida v. Martin Hutto (1828), Escambia
County, Case Files (Escambia County Court House, Pensacola, Florida) ; Postmaster
General to William H. Hunt, November 30, 1827; Postmaster General to Benjamin
D. Wright, April 12, 1828; Indictment and Judgment Against Martin Hutto, May
1828 in Clarence Carter, ed. Territorial Papers of the United States, (Washington, D.C.:
United States Government Printing Office, 1960), 23: 940, 1062, 24:17-19. See also
Brian Rucker, "Hutto the Highwayman," PensacolaHistary!Uustrated4 (1995): 13-19;
Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-1833, Book 1, 343-533.

[13]

Published by STARS, 2011

17

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 90 [2011], No. 1, Art. 1

14

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

The heavy criminal activity in the spring of 1828 in Pensacola
was not unique for most years in the antebellum decades. It was
typical. This essay explores crime and its prosecution in Antebellum Pensacola and Escambia County during this time frame. Historians are fortunate in having many excellent sources with which
to study varied aspects of crime and punishment in antebellum
Pensacola. Escambia County Superior and Circuit Court minutes
and case files are available-with no gaps-for the entire antebellum period. While they contain prosecutions from all areas of the
county, they can-when utilized with newspapers, state prosecution
records, and other sources, shed light on many aspects of criminal
activity in Pensacola, includin·g the types of crimes that were committed, the frequency to which they were committed and the success or lack of success to which they were prosecuted. Patterns of
punishment can also be discerned.
What kind of place was Pensacola? How was it similar or different from other communities in the antebellum South? Was Pensacola as violent or as prone to law-breaking activity as other Gulf
towns? Pensacola's experience was similar to other Gulf towns like
New Orleans, Apalachicola, Key West-and even Tampa, which in
the antebellum period only contained a fraction of the population
of those towns. Escambia County's seat, like other Gulf towns,
contained a heterogeneous population of Anglo-Americans, Blacks
(both slave and free), and Spanish Creoles who remained in the
town after Spain transferred the Floridas to the United States in
1821. Previous to the cession of Florida, Pensacola had served as
a confluence of cultures as Spaniards, Blacks, Scots traders, and
Native Americans (primarily Creeks) frequently visited and intermingled. Pensacola's status as a port attracted sailors and immigrants from around the world. In 1850 Escambia County contained
slightly over 4,300 persons, with whites outnumbering blacks by a
ratio of two to one. The county had the largest free black population in the state (375), most of whom resided in Pensacola. 2
2.

On criminal activity in New Orleans and along the Gulf coast, see Dennis
C. Rousey, Policing the Southern City, New Orleans, 1805-1889 (Baton Rouge:

Louisiana State University Press, 1996); Derek N . Kerr, Petty Felony, Slave
Defiance, and Frontier Villainy: Crime and Criminal justice in Spanish Louisiana,
1770-1803 (New York: Garland, 1993). While Franklin and Calhoun County
circuit court minutes that would reveal criminal prosecution for the Gulf
coast towns of Apalachicola and St. Joseph are unavailable, criminal activity as
revealed in state prosecution records and newspapers demonstrates a similar
pattern of criminal activity. For antebellum criminal activity in Apalachicola,
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The Scots-Irish, the antebellum South's predominant ethnic
group, made up the majority of Pensacola's population. But these
folk came into contact (sometimes violently) with Northerners,
Europeans, and subjects of Spain's Caribbean colonies. Cultures
fused but sometimes clashed and Pensacola had much experience
with violence and mayhem. As Florida's most important port on
the Gulf of Mexico, Pensacola enjoyed easy access to New Orleans,
Mobile, and Apalachicola. As one observer noted, the town was
exposed to any number of "itinerant gamblers and other rogues."
Fugitives from justice and runaway slaves also made their way to
the Escambia County seat from inland villages and communities
by trudging down sandy trails or by floating down the Escambia,
Perdido and Blackwater rivers. In 1844, for example, Pensacolians
were warned to be on the lookout for Benjamin Wood, a fugitive
who had killed a man in Mississippi and ran away with his slave.
Wood had black hair, beard and eyes, and often wore a "down or
Cain-like expression of countenance." Wood was also wanted for
shooting his overseer in Monroe, Alabama. The Mississippi governor offered $300 for the absconding planter's capture and speculated that he would probably escape to Texas via Florida. 3

3.

Key West, and Tampa, see James M. Denham, "A Rogue's Paradise": Crime and
Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama
Press, 2005), 41-43, 56-57, 59, 76-77, 79-82, 91-92,156, 195-99, 234-47, 264-68;
idem, "Bringing Justice to the Frontier: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum
Hillsborough County" Tampa Bay History 19 (Fall/ Winter 1997): 77-91. Those
interested in comparing violent crime rates in counties in Florida with other
U. S. counties and cities, as well as select European and Australian cities, can
do so by consulting the Historical Violence Database: A Collaborative Research
Project on the History of Violent Crime and Violent Death at Ohio State
University, http: / / www.cjrc.osu.edu/ researchprojects/ hvd/ (accessed July
7, 2011). On Pensacola during the period examined, see Herbert]. Doherty,
"Antebellum Pensacola," Florida H istorical Qua-rterly 37 ( 1959): 337-56; Ernest F.
Dibble, Antebellum Pensacola and Its Military Presence (Pensacola, FL: Pensacola
Deve lopment Commission, 1974) ; George F. Pearce, The U S. Navy in Pensacola
JmmSailing Ships to Naval Aviation, 1828-1930 (Pensacola: University of West
Florida Press, 1980); Denham, "A Rogue's Paradise," 38-40, 162-64, 172-74;
James M. Denham and Keith L. Huneycutt, eds., Echoes from a Distant Frontier:
The Brown Sister's Correspondence from Antebellum Florida (Columbia: University
of South Carolina Press, 2004), 202-28; Paul E. Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002), 233-35, 257-59, 265-66;
William S. Coker and Thomas D. Watson, Indian Traders of the Southeastern
Spanish Borderlands: Panton, Leslie & Company andjohnForbes & Company, 17831746 (Pensacola: University of West Florida Press, 1986) , 284-85; 86-91, 104-07,
128-34, 330-49.
Pensacola Gazette, May 2, 1838; Proclamation for the Arrest of Benjamin Wood,
in Pensacola Gazette, October 12, 1844.
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Pensacola also was not immune to violence committed by local
soldiers, sailors, and settlers. Urban activity in Pensacola revolved
_a round the inner city, dock areas, Cantonment Clinch, and the
naval yard at Warrenton. Forts McRae (on the west shore of the
bay's entrance), Barrancas (facing directly toward the opening),
and Pickens (on Santa Rosa Island) guarded Pensacola Bay. The
military presence contributed both to the city treasury and to
urban tumult. Scenes of violence, public disorder and varied forms
of law breaking plagued Antebellum Pensacola, and this activity
vexed public officials and citizens as a whole.
The spring 1828 term of the Escambia County Superior exemplified many of the themes and problems characteristic of prosecution of lawbreakers in the antebellum South. Inefficiency and
chronic underfunding was the norm in the South, and a glaring
characteristic ofEscambia County government, particularly in Florida's territorial period (1821-1845). Sheriffs, U. S. marshals, and
their deputies worked on fees and citizens were loath to pay taxes
to incarcerate criminals, or pay for other necessary expenses. Richard Hasell Hunt, postmaster, community builder, and editor of the
Pensacola Gazette, proclaimed, in words not dissimilar to those of
onlookers in other locales in the Antebellum South, that
Our Criminal Jurisprudence is little less than a dead letter. There is no disposition to bring offenders to justice,
because there is not the means of punishing them. The
treasury is empty, and no efficient measures have been
adopted to replenish it-Hence the executive officers of
our courts have been constrained from motives of humanity to let the offenders go free, because the credit of the
Territory is too poor to furnish provision to support them
in jail. The petty taxes granted by the last Council were
wholly inadequate to the existing demands upon the Treasury, to say nothing of such as the passing events may create. The compensation also prescribed for the collector
was so pitiful that no person could be found in this county
who would collect the taxes even at the highest limit of
the law. Hence the quota expected from this county, will
remain in the people's pockets till a more efficient means
of collection is adopted. We close by a single remark that
the people generally, would be better satisfied to pay higher taxes, if they could at the same time see whole laws well
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executed & offenders prosecuted with affect. At present
they see the parade and show of a government, but never
witness its vigor or salutary restraint. 4
What did contemporary Americans, Floridians, and Pensacolians think were the causes of crime? Almost everyone-politicians,
newspaper editors, judges, and travelers-held an opinion. Most
believed that drinking, gambling, moral depravity and a southern
penchant for "hot blood"-both separate and together-were
causes of violence and crime. Modern-day historians and social scientists have studied the subject carefully and have offered numerous causes of violence and crime, citing ethnic conflict, economic
and racial conflict, a free-for-all political process, and America's
and the South's unique "root-hog-or die" system of individualism as
prominent factors. The South's honor system-a network of values
that underpinned Southerners' relationships with one another, as
Bertram Wyatt-Brown has persuasively argued-also contributed to
the region's penchant for violence. In a similar vein but with specific reference to Florida, Edward Baptist has noted that a propensity toward violence among men who migrated to the state sprang
from anxiety over status. "Desire for mastery and antipathy toward
submission dominated the individual consciousness and collective
unconscious of white men who moved to Florida," he wrote. But
slavery, an institution held together by force (or the constant threat
of force), historians argue, nurtured and sustained violence among
southerners. The South's status as a frontier certainly contributed
to its violence. But according to Grady McWhiney, so did its condition as the primary receptacle for Scots-Irish emigration. Finally,
in a compelling recent study on the roots of American violence,
Randolph Roth has asserted that America's ebb and flow of violence over its entire history has been determined by "the feelings
4.

Pensacola Gazette, July 1, 1828. Three weeks later, in the same vein, Hunt
declared, "Almost every person, who has honestly demeaned himself in any
office under our Territorial Government, is suffering for want of the miserable
pittance of his hard-earned fees . . . . If taxation must be resorted to-let it be
done promptly and fearlessly-nothing is to be gained by delay; and let our
Legislators be careful that their laws be such as can be enforced. Moderate
taxes, regularly collected and correctly disbursed, would keep the faith of the
Public unimpaired and would not be felt by those who paid them." Pensacola
Gazette, July 22, 1828. For the fee system and its hardships on law enforcement
personnel in the antebellum era see William W. Rogers and James M. Denham,
Florida Sheriffs: A History, 1821-1945 (Tallahassee, Florida: Sentry Press, 2001),
6-55; Denham, A Rogue's Paradise, 148-51.
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that people have toward their government, the degree to which
they identifY with the members of their own communities, and the
opportunities they have to earn respect without resorting to violence."5
Pensacola's Richard Hasell Hunt thought criminal activity was
directly linked to intemperance and gambling. But he also blamed
negligent public officials and lawmakers, who provided inadequate
resources for law enforcement. Hunt insisted that jails were essential to proper administration of the law, and the lack of means
to incarcerate dangerous criminals, he argued, had the effect of
increasing law-breaking. Officials failed not only in the building
of jails but also in the maintenance of prisoners. Conflicts over

5.

Edward Baptist, Creating an Old South: Middle Florida s Plantation Frontier before
the Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002), 102;
Randolph Roth , American Homicide (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
2009), 3; Bertram Wyatt-Brown , Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old
South (New York: Oxford University Press, 1982); Grady McWhiney, Cracker
Culture: Celtic Ways in the Old South (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press,
1982) ; McWhiney, "Ethnic Roots of Southern Violence," in William C. Cooper,
Jr. , Michael]. Holt and John McCardell, eds. A Master's Due: Essays in the Honor
ofDavid Herbert Donald, (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1982) ,
112-37. For additional insights into violence in antebellum Florida, see James
M. Denham and Randolph Roth, "Why was Antebellum Florida Murderous?
A Quantitative Analysis of Homicide in Florida, 1821-1861 ," Florida Historical
Quarterly, 86 (2007): 216-39; Denham, A Rogue's Paradise, 205-08. For studies of
crime and punishment in the antebellum South, see Edward Ayers, Vengeance of
Justice: Crime and Punishment in the Nineteenth Century American South (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1984) ; Michael Hindus, Prison and Plantation: Crime,
Justice, and Authority in Massachusetts and South Carolina, 1767-1878 (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1980);Jack Kenny Williams, Vogues in
Villainy: Crime and Retribution in Antebellum South Carolina (Columbia: University
of South Carolina Press, 1959). For information on southern violence, see John
Hope Franklin, The Militant South, 1800-1860 (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1956); Dickson Bruce, Violence and Culture in the Antebellum South (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1979) ; Samuel C. Hyde, Pistols and Politics: the Dilemma
of Democracy in Louisiana's Florida Parishes, 1810-1899 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 1996). While this essay integrates both white and black
law breaking, a number of excellent works on slave criminal activity and its
requisite response have informed this work. The best recent work is Glenn
Me air, Criminal Injustice: Slaves and Free Blacks in Georgia's CriminalJustice System
(Charlottesville: University ofVirginia Press, 2009). See also Hindus, Prison and
Plantation; Philip ]. Schwarz, Twice Condemned: Slaves and the Criminal Laws of
Virginia, 1705-1865 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1988); A.
E. Keir Nash, "Fairness and Formalism in the Trials of Blacks in State Supreme
Courts of the Old South," Virginia Law Review 56 (1970): 64-100; Larry Eugene
Rivers, Slavery in Florida: Territorial Days to Emancipation (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2000).
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jurisdiction in the territorial period between city, county, territorial, and federal authority perplexed officials on the scene. 6
In 1828, for example, Editor Hunt inveighed against the lack
of a suitable jail. Four years earlier, a makeshift jail was put in the
courthouse basement but this situation proved inadequate. In
1827, U. S. Marshal William Sebree complained to citizens, federal
authorities, and anyone else who would listen, that he had many
prisoners, but no means to provide for them. Neither Congress nor
Florida's legislative council had appropriated funds to feed prisoners. That summer, Sebree took into custody two dangerous men:
John Pate, accused of robbery, and William Frye, charged with stabbing his wife. A few years earlier, when Sebree appealed to Judge
Henry Brackenridge for direction, he was told that the marshal was
not duty bound to feed prisoners out of his own personal funds .
"All that can be expected of you," the judge told Sebree, "is to keep
them as safely and as consistent with the feelings of humanity [as
you can]. Rather than suffer them to perish of hunger; you will be
justifiable in turning them out of prison. "7
Sebree's immediate concern, though, was the maintenance of
prisoners Pate and Frye. Eleven days after Pate's arrest his attorney
appealed to the county judge for the prisoner's relief. Under the
circumstances of his confinement, Pate was "under fair prospects
of perishing of hunger." He had not eaten since his arrest. The
judge ordered Sebree to either release Pate or provide for him
out of his own funds. Responding that he had no public or private funds at his disposal, Sebree released Pate. Frye's confinement
was considered so critical to the community's safety that a town
meeting at the courthouse resolved that application be made to the
Pensacola Board of County Aldermen for a special appropriation.
A committee of citizens appeared before the board seeking funds,
but the requests were rejected and Frye was released. 8
Editor Hunt expressed his outrage at this state of affairs
through satire. In a column entitled "Important to Murderers &c!"
he declared that "vagabonds, thieves, counterfeiters, and other
criminals to whom these presents may come, will see" by the situ6.

7.
8.

For Hunt's comments see Pensacola Gazette, October 26, November 2, 1827,
September 30, 1828; March 10, 1829. Also for conflicts over jurisdiction see
Denham, A Rogue's Paradise, 26-27, 142; Rogers and Denham, Florida Sheriffs,
17-22.
Pensacola Gazette, September 23, 1828,June 8, 1827, August 21, 1824.
Ibid,June 8, 15, 1827.
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ation in Pensacola "that there is at least one place where they can
with impunity perpetrate their crimes." The experience of the previously mentioned Martin Hutto, another of Sebree's prisoners,
exemplified the farcical situation. Accused of mail robbery, Hutto
escaped from custody three times before he was convicted and sentenced to two years in jail. Hutto escaped for the fourth time only
days after his sentence was pronounced. 9
In 1839, the Pensacola Gazette reported that money obtained
by selling runaway slaves was being applied to the building of a
substantial jail. By the late 1830s, Pensacola had a jail but like most
other antebellum Florida lock-ups, it was incapable of holding
resourceful criminals determined to break out. In 1839 jugglermagician Julius Cowles, accused of murder inJones County, Georgia, and his accomplice, a man named Dickinson, escaped the jail
by means of false keys. John Henderson, charged with the murder
of David William Jones, also escaped from the Escambia County
jail in 1845. Captured in New Orleans and brought back to Pensacola, Mayor Charles Evans assured Gov. W. D. Moseley that they
had "taken the precaution to put the jail in as safe a condition" as
they possibly could. "I have also made arrangements and have now
a suitable family residing in the upper story; all prisoners charged
with capital offenses are kept in a separate room and chained with
a single iron. I have deemed it proper to make this explanation
in order that you might not be misguided as to the probability of
the accused being kept until June next, and also of his being prosecuted successfully. "10
Despite Major Evans's assurances, the Pensacola jail remained
leaky. The same year as Henderson's escape and capture, a horse
thief from Santa Rosa Country andJohn Branch, accused of murder in Thomas County, Georgia, used an auger to cut away the facing of the door where the lock of the Pensacola jail was attached.
The escape was especially embarrassing to Pensacola authorities
9.

Ibid, June 8, 15, 1827, September 7, November 9, 1827, January 28, May 23,
1828; Pensacola Florida Argus, November 11, 1828; Escambia County, Minutes
of the Superior Court, 1822-1833, Book 1, p. 387. See also Rucker, "Hutto the
Highwayman. "
10. Pensacola Gazette, February 16, 23, March 2, June 15, 1839; Proclamation
for the Arrest of John Henderson, October 5, 1845 in Book of Record
(Proclamations) RG 150, series 13, Book 1, #5, p. 4, (Florida State Archives,
Tallahassee, Florida); Tallahassee Florida Sentine~ October 14, 1845; Charles
Evans to Governor William D. Moseley, March 10, 1846, Correspondence ofW.
D. Moseley, RG 101, series, 679, box 2, folder 9, Florida State Archives.
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because as a local newspaper reported, the escape represented the
"labor of several hours and produced considerable noise. But what
difference does that make, no one lives in or near the jail, and
there is no city Police to guard it!" This was the second time within
a month that a murderer had escaped from the jail. "It is a mere
mockery to commit felons to prison," the journal asserted. 11
Escapes continued. In 1854 Antonio Collins, incarcerated
for killing Charles Winters, escaped while awaiting trial. In 1858
the U. S. Marshal found the Pensacola jail so inadequate that he
lodged mail robber John Ghent in a room on the third story of
St. Mary's Hall, a local inn. Yet the "daring, desperate man" was so
determined to escape that he leaped from the window to his death.
According to one account, Ghent was immediately "taken up in a
dying condition, living only a few hours. "12
Law enforcement was hampered by inadequate funding. Jurisdiction boundaries between the county sheriff and U. S. marshal
were unclear in the territorial period. Escambia County, along with
Santa Rosa, Walton, Holmes, Washington, Jackson, and Calhoun
counties were part of the judicial district of West Florida. Each
judicial district possessed one federally appointed U. S. marshal
who executed all processes of the superior court. As Governor William P. Duval explained the situation to President Andrew Jackson
in 1831, "By our local laws allmost [sic] all the important duties,
which are in the states assigned to Sheriffs-are given to United
States Marshals. "13
But once Florida became a state in 1845, sheriffs became the
principal law enforcement officers in their respective counties.
Escambia County suffered from instability and continual turnover
in the sheriff's office. From 1845 to 1861 , Escambia had nine
sheriffs. 14 Pay was minimal, responsibility great and public support
often lacking. Despite these obstacles, a few Escambia County sher-

11.
12.

13.
14.

Pensacola Democrat,January 30, 1846.
Tallahassee Floridian and journal, January 7, 1854; Proclamation for the Arrest
of Antonio Collins, January 5, 1854, Book of Record (Proclamations), RG 156,
series 13, Book 1, #236, p. 226, Florida State Archives; Pensacola Em, July 15,
1858; Pensacola Observer quoted in Tallahassee Floridian andjournal,July 31,
1858.
Governor DuVal to the President, July 21, 1831 Carter, Territorial Papers, 25:
540.
Denham, A Rogue's Paradise, 147, 219-20. See also William W. Rogers and James
M. Denham, Florida Sheriffs: Denham, Florida Sheriffs, 1-55.
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iffs persevered and brought honor to themselves. One such man
was Francis Maura, who the Pensacola Gazette praised on March 5,
_1853, as a "vigilant, active, and fearless" officer. "Even in the cheerless darkness of night-tractless forests and swamps, bayous and
marshes are not barriers to his determined energies-nor do superior natural powers with pistol and Bowie knife wielding cause him
to shrink from arresting the robber or seizing the assassin; in short
nothing impedes the progress of his duties." Yet Maura, like the
vast majority of other Escambia sheriffs-given the danger, lack of
support, and poor pay-only served one two-year term. 15
While the forgoing was intended to provide some idea of the
difficulties in the enforcement and administration of the law, what
follows is a sampling of the three principal forms of criminal activity in Pensacola: crimes against person, crimes against property,
and crimes against public order and morality. 16
The most dangerous crimes with which Pensacolians had to
deal were crimes against person. From 1822 to 1866, Escambia
County court minutes reveal that 309 persons were indicted for
violent crime: thirty-six for murder, 231 for assault and battery,
and thirty-nine for assault with intent to kill. Of that number, only
126 were convicted. Pensacola could turn violent quickly whenever soldiers or sailors fought among themselves or with members
of the populace. In 1831 Jose Vidal was taken into custody after
he stabbed a drunken sailor when he and his comrades harassed
Vidal and other Pensacolians as they made their way to church.
Vidal was indicted for manslaughter but was acquitted once testimony proved that he killed the man in self-defense. Another typical outbreak of violence that led to bloodshed occurred in 1849,
when sailors on liberty from the Raritan clashed with the bartender
of a public house. Shots were fired and a sailor was hit, causing a
number of his comrades to break into the house and continue the
mayhem. Five years earlier a sailor from the French corvette La
Brilliant killed a fellow crew member in a knife fight while on shore.

15.

16.

The terms of service for Maura and other Escambia County sheriffs can be
traced in "Roster of State and County Officers Commissioned by the Governor
of Florida, 1845-1868," Jacksonville: Historical Records Survey, Works Progress
Administration , February, 1941.
The categorization of crimes comes primarily from Michael Hindus's pathbreaking work, Prison and Plantation . Hindus used the following categories:
Crime against Person, Crime against Property, and Crime against Order and
Morals. I have altered the latter to Crimes against Public Order and Morality.
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Another affray in 1853 among sailors and townspeople forced a
local lawman to kill a sailor while suffering serious injury himself. 17
Bostonian Samuel Keep, who supervised construction of the navy
yard in 1827, viewed Pensacola as a scene of unremitting violence. His
own workers constantly threatened him, and according to a letter he
wrote to a relative in the North, he "was obliged not to step out of
doors without both my pistols loaded." Violence sometimes erupted
between sailors and their commanding officers. For example, in 1828
when Midshipman James F. Schenck apprehended a deserter named
Eldridge, both men fell in the water together. As they grappled with
one another, Schenck stabbed the deserter in the groin, leading to his
death shortly thereafter. One year earlier, Sgt. Benjamin Donica was
hanged for shooting his commanding officer, Capt. Donaho, on the
parade ground at the Cantonment Clinch. Donaho had accused Donica of being drunk and ordered him out of line, whereupon Donica
shot Donaho with a rifle. In 1838, two mulatto men employed at the
naval yard fought each other after a night of drinking. Samuel Jones
and Major Trusty had a long history of fighting, making up, and then
resuming their quarrels. On the night in question, witnesses reported
Jones and Trusty fighting and singing songs together. The next morning Trusty lay dead, and a bloody switch-blade knife was found with
Jones in his hammock. Jones eventually was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to thirty-nine lashes and one year in jail. Violence
at the naval yard continued throughout the antebellum period. At
the March 1860 term of the U. S. District Court, federal prosecutor
Chandler Cox Yonge tried a number of cases involving violence there.
Yonge's personal accounts listed six prosecutions for assault and battery, three for assault with intent to kill, one for cruel and unusual
punishment of a soldier, and another for attempted rape. 18
17.

18.

Escambia County prosecution totals were compiled from Escambia County
Court Minute Books and are contained in tables in Denham, A Rogues Paradise,
233-36; Territory of Florida v. joseph Vidal (1831), Escambia County Case Files;
Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-1833, Book 1, 537, 544;
Pensacola Gazette, November 10, 1849, September 21, 1844;Jacksonville Florida
News, April 23, 1853.
Samuel Keep to Nathan Keep, May 7, June 5, 18, 1827, Keep Family Papers,
(Pace Library, University of West Florida); Pensacola Gazette, June 5, 1828;
Territory oJFloridav.J F. Schenck (1828), Escambia County Case Files; Pensacola
Gazette, July 15, 1826; Territory of Florida v. Benjamin Donica, 1827, Escambia
County Case Files; Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 18221833, Book 1, 303, 326, 329-30; Pensacola Gazette, November 24, 1838,January
5, 1839; Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-1842, Book 4,
p. 30; Accounts of C. C. Yonge, box 3, folder entitled "CC Yonge, 1860," Yonge
Papers, (P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida).
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Pensacolians assaulted and murdered one another for a variety
of reasons. In 1834, Robert Breen paid the ultimate price for his cold-blooded murder of Pensacola Mayor and legislator Peter Alba. The
cause was a business dispute gone personal. In 1828, Andrew Crail
killed his common law wife in a fit of drunkenness, a crime for which
he was hanged. Two years earlier, John, an Indian, was convicted of
involuntary manslaughter for killing his wife Polly in a fit of intoxication. John was sentenced to receive 30 lashes and pay a fine of five
dollars and costs of prosecution. A local newspaper reported thatJohn
appears to be "much grieved at the loss of his wife, to whom it is said
he had always been affectionate, except when drunk. In our opinion,"
the newspaper editorialized, "it would be more just to punish the person who sold him whiskey, than to inflict further punishment on the
victim of the intoxicating draught." Intoxication also prompted James
Duggan's killing of a Pensacola man in 1861. Duggan's conviction
prompted citizens to appeal to the governor for a pardon. Duggan's
deportment, they wrote, was usually good, but once "intoxicated he
became a madman, disposed to assault, without discrimination every
person he met on the streets. In a word he is made a maniac by too
free use of ardent spirits, which has led many before him to the gallows."19
Most assaults were not fatal and occurred for any number of
reasons. In 1828, Benito Blaupen assaulted fellow laborer Antonio
Foxando for refusing to take a drink with him. Blaupen threw a tankard of beer in the face ofFoxando, who responded by slapping Blaupen. In an ensuing fight at a tannery, Blaupen cut Foxando with a
"spring-back" knife, leaving a three-inch gash "on the right side of the

19.

For Breen, see Pensacola Gazette, September 25, October 2, 1833, December 4,
1833; St. Augustine Florida H erald, October 31, December 26, 1833, February
6, 1834; Affidavits and Trial Proceedings of Robert Breen for Murder,
Correspondence of the Territorial Governors, RG 101 , series 177, box 1, folder
2, Florida State Archives; Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court,
1833-1838, Book 3, p. 12, 21. For Crail, see Territory of Florida v. Andrew Crail
(1829), Escambia County Case Files; Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior
Court, 1822-1833, Book 1, 419, 421, 422; Pensacola Gazette, December 2, 1828,
March 10, 1829; St. Augustine Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, April 8,
1829; Tallahassee Florida Advocate, March 21, 1829. For John, see Pensacola
Gazette, November 23, 1826; Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court,
1822-1833, Book 1, 303, 312. For Duggan, see Pensacola Gazette quoted in
Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, November 17, 1860; Pensacola Observer
quoted in Fernandina East Floridian, November 21, 1860; Jackson Morton to
M.S. Perry, July 17, 1861, Correspondence of Madison Starke Perry and John
Milton, RG 101 , series 577, box 1, folder 3, Florida State Archives.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol90/iss1/1

28

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 90, Number 1

PENSACOLA CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

25

belly between the short ribs." Blaupen was apprehended but escaped
after he was indicted for assault and battery. That same year, William
Dougherty was found not guilty of assault and battery when he fought
with a boarder who refused to pay his bills. When the inn-keeper
impounded John Artrell's violin as payment for his debt, a fight broke
out between debtor and creditor. Dougherty got the best of Artrell in
the scuffle and the latter swore out a complaint against the former, but
a jury acquitted him of any wrongdoing. 20
During 1825 and 1826, Richard Keith Call and Joseph White,
both aspirants for political office, battled each other in the newspaper, the courts, and the streets of Pensacola and elsewhere. Always
ready to defend themselves against any perceived slight, Call and
White exchanged blows with one another and others on numerous occasions. In December 1825, Call assaulted a man named
Mitchell for publishing an article defending White against Call in
a Mobile, Alabama, newspaper. Joseph White 's duties as land commissioner got him into trouble with Peter Alba, whom he charged
with land frauds. One evening as he walked to his residence on
Palafox Street, Alba, described as a "man of gigantic size and athletic strength, and armed with a large bludgeon and stiletto," attacked
White. Barely escaping death, White suffered "severe wounds on
the head and left arm." Alba was prosecuted in the courts on a
charge of assault and battery. When the incident was reported in
the Pensacola Gazette in a way that Alba objected to, he responded
bitterly, blasting White and William Hasell Hunt, and in turn sued
them both for libel. 21
Pensacola African Americans (both slave and free) were not
immune to assaults and homicides. Blacks assaulted one another, but
an assault against whites was a capital offense. Blacks could also suffer,
at the discretion of the jury, death for robbery or burglary. In lieu of
20.

21.

Territory of Florida v. Benito Blaupen (1828), Escambia County Case Files.
Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-1833, Book 1, 386,
428; Territory ofFloridav. WilliamDougherty (1828), Escambia County Case Files;
Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-1833, Book 1, 386, 389.
A duel between White and Call was contemplated but a meeting in Gadsden
County among friends of both men resolved the affair. See Tallahassee Florida
Intelligencer, October 27, 1826, December 3, 1826; Pensacola Gazette, December
21, 1826, April 13, 1827; Ibid, December 24, 1825; St. Augustine East Florida
Herald, February 7, 1826; Pensacola Gazette,January 8, 15, 22, 29, 1825; Territory
v. Peter Alha (1825), Escambia County Case Files. The next year Alba was
dismissed on both the assault and battery and the libel cases because White was
not on hand to prosecute him. See Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior
Court, 1822-1833, Book 1, 239, 242, 267.
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death, blacks convicted of these offenses could have their ears nailed
to a post for one hour or receive thirty-nine lashes, at the discretion
. of the court. Escambia County court minutes reveal that four blacks
were indicted for murder, three for assault and battery, and three were
charged in rapes. In 1852, one slave killed another in an argument
during a poker game. When Adam Thomas warned his friend not
to play with Henry Prior because he would cheat him, Prior ordered
Thomas to "quit meddling in my business." Thomas persisted and
Prior picked up a stick and struck him over the head, killing Thomas
immediately. Prior was jailed, escaped for a time, but was finally recaptured and convicted of manslaughter in the October 1852 term of
court. He was sentenced to 25lashes and two hours on the pillory. 22
Persons caught stealing in antebellum Pensacola could expect
to be treated severely, which in most cases meant corporal punishment. When it came to crimes against property, Pensacolians, like
other southerners, had little tolerance for those who stole. Convicted burglars or larcenists could expect the same punishment
as Enoch Hoye, a thief who, in 1828, stole a pocketbook containing $115, a writing desk, and numerous articles of clothing. Mter
authorities discovered the stolen goods concealed in his room in
a boarding house, Hoye was jailed and put on trial. The jury convicted Hoye and sentenced him to pay $50, stand on the pillory for
two hours, and receive ten more "stripes" than the law allowed-a
total of forty-nine lashes-"on the bareback well laid on." 23
Throughout the antebellum period, twenty-seven of 101 white
and black larcenists convicted in the Escambia county courts
received a similar fate. The above numbers indicate that prosecutors had difficulty convicting accused larcenists, but when they did,
most faced harsh corporal punishment. For example, of the twenty-one white larcenists convicted, fifteen received stripes or the pil-

22. John P Duval, Compilation of the Public Acts of the Legislative Council of the Territory
of Florida Passed Prior to 1840 (Tallahassee: S. S. Sibley, 1839), 227; Leslie
Thompson, A Manual of Digest of the Statute Law of the State ofFlorida of a General
and Public Character, in Force at the End of the Second Session of the General Assembly
of the of the State, on the Sixth Day ofJanuary, 1847 (Boston: C.C. Little and].
Brown, 1848), 538; Denham, A Rogue's Paradise, 235; Coroners Inquest over
the Body of Adam Thomas, a slave, in State vs Henry Prior, 1852, Comptrollers
Vouchers, 1846-1862, Post-Mortem Examinations, RG 350, series 565, box
7, folder 2, Escambia County, Florida State Archives; Proclamation for the
Arrest of Henry Prior,July 19, 1852 in Pensacola Gazette,July 31. See also Ibid. ,
October 16, 1852; State of Florida v. Henry Prior (1852), Escambia County Case
Files; Escambia County, Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54, Book A, np.
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lory. The whipping post, the pillory stand, and the branding iron
reflected society's attitudes toward thieves. Punishments for crimes
against property carried a stigma that branded violators as the most
condemned of all offenders. Historians of criminal behavior have
noted that the Southern honor code placed a premium on personal honesty and frowned severely on thievery. 24
Even if the threat of social ostracism and moral condemnation, coupled with the relative severity of punishment, was a strong
deterrent against stealing, Pensacola was continually plagued by
thieves. In 1828, the ever vigilant William Hasell Hunt demanded
that a "Nightwatch" be instituted in Pensacola, claiming that "robberies have recently been frequent among us. Last summer the
house of one of our citizens was entered in the night and he narrowly escaped a blow which would probably have terminated his
existence." Another house was entered as well and property stolen
while the inhabitants were asleep. 25
Two years earlier, Hunt informed his readers of the exploits of
Antonio Escovar, who was convicted of breaking into the shop of
watchmaker John White and taking about 5 watches from a trunk.
Sentenced to ten lashes, a fine of $50 and costs, Escovar was committed to jail but escaped as the governor was reviewing his case.
An accomplice, Juan B. Salgado, was indicted as an accessory "having stood on the opposite side of the street during the commission
of the robbery and received a part of the watches to sell on shares.
He was taken with some the watches in his possession-was found
guilty and received the same sentence as Escovar, with the exception of the stripes." Escovar subsequently escaped before the lashes
could be administered. A proclamation for Escovar's arrest warned
the public to be "on their guard against this villain," and noted that
he was a native of Puerto Rico and speaks French and Spanish. 26
23.

24.

25.
26.

Territory of Florida v. Enoch Hoye (1828), Escambia County Case Files; Escambia
County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-1833, Book 1, 347-49; Pensacola
Gazette, May 9, 16, 1828.
Larceny totals compiled from court minute books from Escambia County
are contained in tables in Denham, A Rogue's Paradise, 233-36. For thievery
and the honor code see Denham, A Rogue's Paradise; Wyatt-Brown, Southern
Honor; Wyatt-Brown, "Community, Class, and Snopsian Crime: Local Justice in
the Old South," in Orville Vernon Burton and Robert C. McMath, eds. Class,
Conflict, and Consensus: Antebellum Southern Community Studies (Westport, CT:
Greenwood Press, 1982), 173-206; Hindus, Prison and Plantation; Williams,
Vogues in Villainy; Ayers, Vengeance and justice.
Pensacola Gazette, March 14, 1828.
Ibid, November 23, 1826.
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In 1853, a theft ring headed by Samuel Piper plagued Pensacola. The gang's first target was a British ship lying at harbor,
from which it stole more than $1,000 in silver. On February 17,
Piper's gang broke into Davis and Cox's store, burst open an iron
chest with a charge of gunpowder, and carried away about $1,600
worth of gold. Though jailed temporarily, Piper and several others
in his gang escaped. A week after Piper and company left the jail,
the gang robbed another store of $100 in gold. In this instance,
an even greater loss was averted, however, as "the rascals appear to
have become alarmed, for they left a large bundle of sundries they
had collected and tied up." Authorities also found the safe overturned and an undetonated powder canister by its side.27
Sometimes outraged citizens offered information and rewards
for stolen items. In 1841, William Ryan offered a $20 reward for a
small leather trunk containing $190 in silver and a few hundred
dollars in bank notes stolen from his bar-room. In 1833, a lodger
at the Eagle Tavern offered a $50 reward for his silver watch, cash,
and 37 pieces of silver consisting of spoons and forks "made after
the French fashion," stolen from his room. When his schooner Jane
was stolen in 1841 from the Pensacola harbor, Jessee Prichett identified the culprits and offered a $50 reward for their capture and
return of the boat. In 1828 when musician Othello Jackson was
robbed of his clothes and money while performing in Pensacola,
he made a unique appeal for justice. He sought not to avenge the
theft but instead wanted a "favorable expression of public opinion"
at his final performance, where he would perform his "usual feats
of agility on the violin. "28
When someone walked off with his carpenters tools, Charles
Evans responded with a mixture of anger, indignation, and a touch
of humor. In an advertisement, "Theives Ahoy!" in the Pensacola
Gazette, the former justice of the peace, mayor, and U. S. marshal
asked that the "gentlemen who conferred upon me the esteemable favor of entering the kitchen of my house on Lot No. 82 on
Wednesday night last and purloining therefrom a quantity of Carpenter's Tools, would confer a particular favor on the subscriber,
after they get through the job, they may have on hand, by returning

27.
28.

Pensacola Gazelle, March 5, April 9, 16, 1853; State of Florida v. Samuel Piper
(1853), Escambia County Case Files.
Pensacola Gazette, September 25, 1841 ; Ibid. , June 6, 1833; Ibid, May 1, 1841;
Ibid,June 10, 1828.
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them-and will please not enter my premises again, at least till we
are on speaking terms. "29
In 1827 the Escambia County Grand jury complained that
Pensacola was rife with "negro gambling houses and tippling
shops [which] resulted in manifold disorders to the interruption
of peace of the city." Whenever slaves were caught selling stolen
property, authorities sought (without much success) to prosecute
whites under a whole host of crimes loosely characterized as crimes
against public order and morality. Careful enforcement of laws
against retailing goods or spirits without a license, receiving stolen goods, keeping a disorderly house, and trading with slaves was
aimed at curtailing underground criminal activity and regulating
slave behavior. Violators of these laws were considered particularly
dangerous because they threatened to undermine the sacrosanct
relationship between master and slave. Retailers who traded illegally with slaves for liquor and other items risked stiff fines and
alternative punishments. In 1838, for example, Joseph Alton, a Pensacola shopkeeper, was fined $150 for trading boots and other stolen property with a slave named David, and a white man. That same
term of the court, Alton was indicted for keeping a "disorderly,
tippling house," where he procured "certain persons ... black and
white, men and women, of evil name and fame, and of disorderly
conversation, to frequent and come together" for the purpose of
"drinking, tippling, whoring, and misbehaving themselves." Alton's
establishment was infamous as a place of "swearing and quarrelling. " Like so many others indicted for violating disorderly house
statutes, Alton lived amidst violence that could consume him at any
given time. Late one night in July of the next year, he was stabbed
to death outside his establishment. 30
Under the guise of regulating public order and morality,
legislators passed a whole host of strictures proscribing personal
behavior. Illicit sexual activity was especially targeted. The goal of
29.
30.

Pensacola Gazette, February 7, 1846.
Escambia County Grand Jury Report, May Term 1827, Escambia County Case
Files; Territory of Florida v. Joseph Alton (three indictments) (1838), Escambia
County Case Files. Alton's disorderly house indictment disappeared from
the docket. Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-1842,
Book 4, p. 4, 15, 16. Alton was stabbed by Phillip Pitta. Pitta was convicted
of manslaughter and sentenced to receive thirty-nine stripes. See Territory of
Florida v. Phillip Pitta (1839), Escambia County Case Files; Escambia County,
Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-1842, Book 4, 72-73; Pensacola Gazette,
July 27, 1839.
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these statutes was not only to prevent sexual misconduct but also
to admonish recalcitrant couples to legalize illicit cohabitation by
·marrying. The law thus stipulated that "it shall at any time be in the
power of the parties to prevent or suspend the prosecution by marriage legally solemnized."31
Fifty antebellum Escambia county residents were indicted
for adultery and fornication. Five were found guilty, thirteen not
guilty, and thirty-two cases never reached a verdict. But these numbers are skewed because some periods are relatively free from prosecutions while others are heavy. This situation speaks as much to
the disposition of the law enforcement personnel, predilection of
grand juries, or the sway of religious leaders, as it does to actual
violations of the law. For example, only six men and women were
prosecuted for adultery and fornication between 1822 and 1843
while in the May 1844 session of the superior court alone, the district attorney brought forward twenty-one prosecutions for adultery- all of which were either dismissed or drew not guilty verdicts .
It is reasonable to assume that the purpose of this crackdown was
more to expose and shame the culprits than to actually prosecute
the charges to the full extent of the law. 32
The 1832 criminal code stated that those convicted of adultery and fornication could be fined up to $800. But such heavy
fines were never imposed in Pensacola. John Hall, fined $100 in
1835, received the highest fine ever recorded. More typical were
the court's decisions regarding two couples indicted for Adultery
and Fornication in the December 1823 term . William Nelson and
Elizabeth Screws and Warren Miller and Elizabeth Tan t had their
cases dismissed and quashed in the next term. 33 The cause of the
dismissal is unknowable but it was often the case that prosecutions
for charges of fornication were dismissed if the offending couple
married.
Besides adultery and fornication, gambling was the most frequently prosecuted public order and morality crime. While state
statutes outlawing gambling were passed in 1822, 1832, 1839, 1846,
31. Thompson, Digest, 499-500.
32. These totals were compiled from Escambia County Court Minute Books and
are contained in tables in Denham, A Rogue's Paradise, 234; Escambia County,
Minutes of the Superior Court, 1842-1845, Book 5, 82-102. 33. Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1833-1838, Book 3, 73;
Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-1833, Book, 1, 144,
149.
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and 1847, enforcement in Pensacola was lax until the late 1830s. Its
Creole population, large military establishment, and close proximity to Mobile and New Orleans made Pensacola an attractive place
for gamblers. When Presbyterian missionary David Preston visited
the town in 1829, he attributed the large number of 'gambling
shops' to the predominance of the Roman Catholic Church, but
it is clear that the Anglo population also enjoyed the pastime. As
one commentator noted some years later, "Anglo-American gamblers are as dexterous in evading the laws as they are in handling
cards." 34
Pensacolians, played poker, bet on lotteries, and wagered on
faro, a gambling game that swept through the old Southwest in
the 1830s-40s. Though practically unheard of today, it may have
been the most widely played game of chance in the United States
in the nineteenth century. An 1824 local ordinance taxed "shuffle
boards, nine-pin alleys, and billiard tables," and one could certainly assume that betting on those games was popular. While gambling was popular in Pensacola at all levels of society, there were
few indictments (twenty-four) and hardly any convictions (three).
Interestingly, there was an almost identical number (twenty-three)
for keeping a gaming or disorderly house, but a better conviction
rate (thirteen). It would seem that individual gamblers in Pensacola had little to fear from criminal prosecutors. Despite constant
admonitions of Editor Hunt and others of the evils of gambling,
not untill838 would there be a prosecution for a gambling related
offence. In May of that year, eight individuals were found guilty of
gambling offenses: six for keeping a gaming house, one for keeping a disorderly house, and one for keeping a gaming table. Fines
ranged from $29 to $.06 IA . The next term of court pursued twelve
indictments for gaming, with convictions coming in eight cases
ranging from $90-$200. 35
Most of the indictments failed to snare those accused. As the
Pensacola Gazette explained the situation, many of the persons
indicted were not present. "These gentry, it is pretty well known,
are birds of passage; their presence may be looked for here, about
34.
35.

David Preston Journal, typescript copy, 29-30, (Pace Library, University ofWest
Florida); Pensacola Gazette, May 19, 1838.
An Ordinance to Raise a Revenue in the City of Pensacola, June 4, 1824, in
Pensacola Gazette, June 19, 1824; Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior
Court, 1833-1838, Book 3, 183-86; Escambia County, Minutes of the Superior
Court, 1838-1842, Book 4, 15-54.
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the first or middle of next month, and when they come, they will
find 'old father antick-the-law' holding out the hand of welcome."
The "evil practice of gambling has taken such deep root," the
commentator noted, "that it was believed to be stronger then the
law itself. It is with unmilded pride, therefore that, we record this
instance of firmness and independence on the part of the Grand
Jury." Perhaps, he continued, this vigilant activity might be the
"forerunner of something better. Let it be actively followed up by
the proper officers of the law, and the evil practice of gaming, if it
be not put an end to, will at least be greatly diminished." Most convictions netted only light fines. "This is as it should be. The penalty
against gaming is now enforced for the first time, and in the cases
alluded to, happened to fall on persons belonging to a class of our
citizens whose stand on morality in such matters is somewhat different from that which is generally received in this country. We
mean, of course, the native inhabitants of the place. It is a most
singular fact," the commentator continued, "that since the cession
of Florida, not one of these people ever has been convicted of any
of the offences which the law designates as 'infamous.' It was to be
expected, then, that they would be the first to feel the effects of this
(to them) new code of morality." 36
Pensacola authorities ultimately found it impossible to stamp
out gambling. Disagreements between Creole and Anglo populations over the activity exacerbated the problem. When Creoles
gained temporary control of the board of aldermen in 1841, it
asked the local legislative delegation to "use their best endeavors
to procure the passage of a law authorizing the city of Pensacola
to License one or more gambling houses." Mter 1838, there were
few individual prosecutions for gambling in Escambia County.
Gambling was tolerated within certain limits. James McGovern and
other scholars have observed that as Pensacola moved into the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, authorities there tolerated and even encouraged gambling, prostitution and other normally proscribed behavior as long as it took place within certain
geographic limits. 37
36.
37.

Pensacola Gazette, May 19, 1838.
Resolution of the Board of Aldermen of the City of Pensacola, December 28,
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This brief survey of crime and punishment in Antebellum
Pensacola and Escambia County, Florida, mirrors those of other
scholars engaged in similar investigations of southern states. Law
enforcement in Pensacola was haphazard, underfunded, and inefficient. This characteristic made it almost impossible to efficiently
prosecute or incarcerate criminals. A striking number of cases (340
or 45.64% out of745) never reached a verdict. The failure to reach
verdicts in cases stemmed from a number of causes, including negligent or incompetent sheriffs, insecure jails, and the difficulty of
securing witnesses and compelling them to testify. In the chaos and
confusion a number of cases simply disappeared from the docket. Careful scrutiny of minute books reveals a number of trends.
Indictments for crimes against person were far more numerous
than for crimes against property. Surviving court records show that
indictments for violent crimes outnumbered those for property
crimes by a total of 313 to 104. While less in number, punishment
for culprits convicted of property crimes was more severe than for
those found guilty of violent crimes, excluding murder. Usually jail
time or, more frequently, stripes was in store for those who stole.
The reason for the difference was that stealing property violated
antebellum Southerners' cherished honor code.
For those charged with crimes against public order and morality, public sanction was often informal and extra-legal, but criminal
statutes could also reach lawbreakers. Those convicted of adultery
and fornication could expect ostracism as well as fines and corporal punishment. But prosecution was haphazard and uneven and
often reflected the disposition of the sheriff or prosecuting attorney. Escambia County indicted 292 whites for crimes against public
order and morality Uust below 40% of the total indictments in the
county). Of these, seventy-eight were convicted, seventy-two were
found not guilty, and 142 disappeared from the docket. 38
Altogether, as this survey of crime and punishment in antebellum Pensacola and Escambia County shows, post-bellum southerners inherited a flawed system of law enforcement and criminal
prosecution that was haphazard, underfunded, inefficient, uneven,
and reflective of an honor bound frontier-like society. It was not a
positive legacy for the future.

38.

These totals were compiled from Escambia County Court Minute Books and
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Published by STARS, 2011

37

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 90 [2011], No. 1, Art. 1

Blue Water, Brown Water, and Confederate
Disloyalty: The Peculiar and Personal Naval
Conflict in South Florida during the Civil War
by Irvin D. S. Winsboro and William B. Mack
Florida's political leaders voted on January 10, 1861,
follow the secessionist lead of South Carolina and
ississippi, former Florida Territorial Governor Richard
Keith Call observed the multiple and shifting solidarities of the
state and warned the winning faction that "you have opened the
gates of Hell." Call's premonition swayed few power-brokers in
Tallahassee, yet his words proved prophetic. Only in recent decades
have historians of Florida's Civil War probed past the traditional
interpretations of the state's experience as a "trifling affair" to
establish how disruptive and hellish the conflict was on and to the
home front. Indeed, scholars such as George E. Buker, Robert A.
Taylor, and Tracy J. Revels have opened new and critical windows
onto the internally disruptive aspects of the conflict, especially
upon those men and women seeking to preserve their limited
opportunities in life and the wellbeing of their families. As a result
of the war's miseries, numerous Floridians, particularly those in the
backcountry far removed from the power and privilege of Middle
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Florida (the plantation belt), remained "Union men" or for other
personal reasons abandoned the Confederates and cooperated
with or sought the protection oflocal Union forces. By focusing on
the peculiar blue-brown water naval operations in south Florida,
the following study seeks to add new insight into how the personal
disaffections of various groups of hardscrabble Floridians in that
region influenced the course and conduct of Florida's own "war
within a war." 1
This subject demands examination because the sea-land campaigns of the Federals not only resulted in the fulfillment of military goals and objectives, but also spurred numerous disaffected or
disloyal Confederates of "shifting solidarities" to gravitate to Union
lines as recruits, refugees, informants, and local guides, thus furthering Union goals in unusually critical ways. Generally, historians have viewed these actions in terms of the ebb and flow of
the war in Florida at large but not from the perspective of how
the conflicted populace of the area-the "human factor" -took
advantage of, and by so doing, influenced the sea-land war in south
Florida. Investigating the Union naval campaigns and allied land
forays in south Florida within the context of these types of "bottom
up" actions illuminates peculiar and personal experiences in this
corner of the state that affected the conflict in Florida and to a
larger scale the Civil War.
The Federal blockading fleet that served in Florida contained
a variety of ships ranging from barks, schooners, and sloops to sidewheel and screw steamers. Initially, the blockade fleet was split into
two divisions, the Atlantic Blockading Squadron under Flag Officer
Silas H. Stringham and the Gulf Blockading Squadron under Flag
Officer William Mervine. In January 1862, the blockade forces
were further split into four squadrons, the North and South Atlan-

l.
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and Contrabands: Civil War on Florida's Gulf Coast, 1861-1865 (Tuscaloosa:
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tic Blockading Squadrons and the East and West Gulf Blockading
Squadrons. The administration of the blockade of Florida's coastline from Cape Canaveral on the Atlantic coast to a point just east
of Pensacola fell to the East Gulf Blockading Squadron (EGBS).
The lack of rail connections and other infrastructure in Florida
meant that there were no major ports within the operational area
of the EGBS, save Apalachicola and Key West (Union forces held
Key West throughout the war). Tampa Bay and Charlotte Harbor
were recognized as fine natural harbors, but the lack of rail links
to them limited their economic and military potential. Because
the U.S. Navy viewed this area as second- or third-tier operations,
the EGBS often remained lowest on the navy department's list of
priorities for receiving men and ships.
However, the EGBS operated in an unusual environment and
fought the war in unusual ways. The squadron actively encouraged,
supported, and recruited Union sympathizers (Unionists), Confederate apostates (Southerners disappointed by Confederate policies
and demands), Confederate army deserters, and Mrican Americans
(escaped slaves and other blacks who aided the Union in the belief
it would hasten the demise of slavery) along the lower Gulf coast,
where the labor shortage and war fatigue were arguably more acute
than in north Florida. Pockets of Union sympathy existed in other
parts of the Confederacy such as the upland Appalachian regions
of eastern Tennessee and western North Carolina, but south Florida
and north Florida differed somewhat from those areas in that the
region was still perceived to be a frontier where outside observers
routinely noted the rugged individualism of its inhabitants. 2 The
cooperation of residents in various war aims and goals in this isolated frontier stimulated the EGBS to undertake a particularly aggressive sea-land campaign, whereas in other theaters blockading forces
more often sought blockade-runners on the open ocean.
In retrospect, the Confederate policies of conscription, impressment, and agricultural levies actually enhanced the EGBS's efforts to
turn Rebel forces and loyalties in the eastern Gulf to its advantage.
2.

For the historiography on the Civil War in Tennessee and North Carolina,
see Noel Fisher, War at Every Door: Partisan Politics and Guerrilla Violence in East
Tennessee, 1860-1869 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997);
Stephen V. Ash, When the Yankees Came: Conflict and Chaos in the Occupied South,
1861-1865 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995); andjohn C.
Inscoe, and Gordon McKinney The Heart of Confederate Appalachia: Western North
Carolina in the Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol90/iss1/1

40

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 90, Number 1

BLUE WATER, BROWN WATER

37

Unlike most of the state, there were also a number of refugee camps
composed mainly of disaffected white settlers and fisher folk along
the lower coastline of Florida, most notably at Egmont Key at the
mouth of Tampa Bay and at Useppa Island near Charlotte Harbor.
The EGBS routinely supplied these camps, whose refugees constituted a main source of intelligence about Confederate activity and
provided recruits familiar with the local waterways. In the long run,
Confederate policies in frontier south Florida drove sizable numbers
of residents to seek refuge with the Federals, taking with them muchneeded manpower and local knowledge that made the Union naval
and land forces more effective in the theater.
Seizure of agricultural staples for the Confederate army particularly provoked locals in this region of the state. Reports recorded
in the voluminous Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies
link the hardship brought about by the seizure of beef and other
agricultural products directly to the rate of Confederate desertion
in Florida. Many of these soldiers not only deserted the Confederate Army but also added their arms and knowledge to Union forces.
Florida Governor John Milton reported, "The effect of the impressments ... was the desertion of a large number of the troops ...
who, indignant at the heartless treatment of the rights of citizens,
have joined the enemy." Milton requested that orders be issued
forbidding interference with cows, calves and stock not fit for military beef and requiring civilian impressment agents to receive military rank to legitimize their status. Milton added, "I have reason to
know that lawless and wicked conduct of Government agents in this
State have produced serious dissatisfaction among the troops from
this State ... and unless the evils complained of shall be promptly
remedied the worst results may reasonably be apprehended." 3
A lack of manpower plagued the Confederacy throughout its
existence. This problem was exacerbated by Confederate conscription policy, which particularly riled the hardscrabble fishermen
and farmers in remote south Florida. Conscript officers found
it difficult to balance the need for new soldiers with the need to
maintain a productive force of agricultural workers. During the
war, Governor Milton wrote to Jefferson Davis:

3.

John Milton to James A Seddon, January 26, 1964, U.S. War Department, War
of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies, ser. 4, vol III (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office,
1880-1901), 45-46. Hereafter cited as OR
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It is with the utmost difficulty and most active exertions
that the families of soldiers now in the Confederate service can be saved from starvation in many portions of this
State; and I do not hesitate to say that if all [men] between
the ages alluded to [18-45], and now engaged in agriculture, shall be called into camps of instruction that it will be
utterly impossible to save the poor of the State from starvation the next year, even if it be possible to do so during the
current year. 4
The governor expressed his belief that there was little need for
additional troops to defend the state and that agricultural workers should remain in the fields if at all possible. Milton made no
presumptions as to the need for conscript replacements in other
theaters, though he was aware of the unpopularity of the removal
of state troops among the citizenry. The Commandant of Conscription for the state, Colonel William Miller, supported the governor's position. Miller noted the particular resentment in south
Florida inasmuch as that region was an economic backwater of the
state, which, consequently, had a peculiar need to produce its own
subsistence. 5 In this case, Richmond acquiesced to the governor's
plea; however, in most cases the need for fresh troops trumped all
appeals, leaving wives and children to fend for themselves.
Moreover, many of the local fishermen and "crackers" of south
Florida had fought alongside Union troops during the recent Seminole War and manifested no discernible support for secession.
The Confederate command took a dim view of such men. As one
Seminole War veteran noted about the notion that Union men and
sympathizers could remain above the fray in south Florida, "What a
delusion!" One Federal commander observed early in the conflict,
"Union men they threaten to hang, and do shoot, as we have lamentable proof. "6 While calculated to result in service and loyalty,
these Confederate policies actually had the effect of convincing a
number of men in south Florida that the only way to protect fam4.
5.
6.

John Milton to Jefferson Davis, May 7, 1864, OR, ser. 1, vol. LIII, 347-48.
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ily and to secure provisions was to move toward Union spheres of
influence. Predictably, south Florida became contested ground
. between settlers of both stripes. As noted by one contemporary of
these events, "in fact, it was a war distinct from the real war. They
[south Floridians] had a war among themselves." 7 This looming
reality led many men in the wilderness of the lower peninsula to
question or jettison their Confederate loyalties as the more pressing local concerns of family and livelihood moved to the forefront
of their worldview. Union naval and contingent land forces on the
lower Gulf Coast perceptively reached out to such men (estimated
to be up to 800) in efforts to undermine Confederate morale and
effectiveness in the southern tier of Florida. 8 For the Confederate
command, the Union efforts proved all too successful.
In September 1861, the Union navy implemented plans to
blockade and disrupt the Confederate coastline, including the
unusually long and porous coastline of south Florida. Union naval
commanders noted that the Florida Keys commanded ingress
and egress to and from the Confederate states ringing the Gulf
of Mexico. Upon closer examination of the region, the U.S. Navy
concluded that Forts Taylor and jefferson, in Key West and the Dry
Tortugas respectively, could secure their duty area "against any but
a first-rate naval power." It was noted that holding these positions
ensured the control of commerce and the wrecking and salvage
industry, and the operation of an admiralty court in the region.
Military records disclose that the navy noted the potential for
actions at the two "beautiful bays" at Charlotte Harbor and Tampa
and that Cedar Key, while inferior as a natural harbor, took on
added significance because of its rail link. The navy's early plans
called for garrisoned forts at each of these points and "one or more
gunboats plying up and down the coast, with the occasional call of
supply vessels." 9

7.

8.

9.

F.C.M. Boggess, A Veteran of Four Wars: The Autobiography of F.C.M. Boggess, A
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Seminole Indian War (Arcadia, FL: Champion jobs Room, 1900) , 69.
Report by General Woodbury, December 14, 1863, in Samuel Proctor, ed. ,
"Florida A Hundred Years Ago" (Coral Gables, FL: Florida Library and
Historical Commission, and Civil War Centennial Committee, 1965) , 3.
Second Report Conference for the Consideration of Measures for Effectually
Blockading the Coast Bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, September 3, 1861,
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Over the course of the war, this plan proved inadequate because
it projected only open-ocean "blue water" operations along the
island and inlet-dotted "brown water" coast of south Florida. The
Federal navy had acknowledged the numerous barrier islands and
the brown-water bays and inlets along the irregular and broken
coastline of the region but failed early in the conflict to recognize
the haven they would offer for "wildcat" blockade-runners and for
disaffected Confederates and local Unionists. By 1862, the so-called
wildcat runners regularly avoided the large, deep-draft, blue water
blockading vessels by traveling south through the brown-water network of the Gulf coast in small, shallow-draft vessels before making a dash to Havana or Nassau, where they would offload cargo
and onload lucrative staples to unload back in Florida. The brown
waterways along the Gulf coast proved especially advantageous to
these agents of contraband, as the exceptionally high number of
barrier islands, creeks, and river mouths offered concealment that
often allowed them to slip past the Union blockaders unnoticed.
This soon confounded the local contingent of the Union navy.
As early as July 1861, Union commanders recognized that a
new strategy and ship deployment were needed in the lower Gulf
region to interdict the contraband trade of the coastline's blockade-runners. Flag officer William Mervine, who commanded the
Gulf squadron prior to its split, wrote to the Secretary of the Navy,
"I beg leave to suggest, sir, that in order to establish a rigid blockade, it will be absolutely necessary to employ small steam vessels
of light draft to cruise in the shoal water and numerous inlets on
the coasts of Florida ... where a large coasting trade is carried on,
beyond the reach of our heavy vessels." 10 This request was not, however, acted upon for some time because of the navy department's
persistent low-priority status for this region. By 1862, blockade running in south Florida had increased to the point that Federal commanders could no longer ignore the significance of the illicit trade
in the lower Gulf.
As a result, the irregular coastline of south Florida and the
economically marginal fisher folk and agrarians who inhabited the
region lost their advantage of isolation and became new pawns in
the war. Moreover, new Union intelligence disclosed that numerous Union sympathizers, conscription evaders, and other Confed-

10.

William Mervine to Gideon Welles,July 1, 1861, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVI, 565.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol90/iss1/1

44

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 90, Number 1

BLUE WATER, BROWN WATER

41

erate "layouts" inhabited the coastline and inland areas and might
be persuaded to the Northern cause if its forces assumed a more
aggressive presence there. In his report on the subject, Mervine
suggested, "a sufficient force to effectually blockade the coast
[that] would give quite enough employment to a separate command."11 Thus, as the Union forces in south Florida faced yet a
second year of service in the inhospitable environs of the east Gulf,
they assumed a new strategy and profile based on the realization
that human factors there might well be turned to their advantage.
The Tampa Bay area offered a particularly instructive example of how the Union sought to implement its new strategy. Even
though Confederate sentiment in Tampa was generally strong,
many locals resented Confederate policy and remained loyal in
spirit to the North. One such person who gravitated to the Union
for this very reason was John Whithurst, who lived on the bay some
eight to ten miles from Tampa. He sought the protection of the
Union bark Ethan Allen in early 1862, "stating that he was in fear
for his life from the secessionists at Tampa, for the reason that he
refused to join the Southern Army and had expressed his intention of fighting for no flag but the one he was brought up and
had always lived under." 12 Lieutenant William Eaton of the Ethan
Allen reported that Whithurst and "some thirty-eight of his neighbors and friends ... are Union men, and have positively refused to
render any aid to the secession cause, for which reason they have
suffered every possible persecution and have lost much of their
property." 13
Before contacting the navy, Whithurst had gathered intelligence on blockade running and Confederate activities around
Tampa Bay. It is likely he did so out of a desire to impress Eaton
with his potential as an intelligence operative and to prove that
he was not a Confederate spy. He informed the blockaders as to
the position and armament of the shore battery protecting Tampa
and the entrance to the Hillsboro River, the size and morale of
the Confederate force occupying the town, and the location of the
equipment removed by Rebels needed to make the lighthouse on

11. Ibid.
12. William B. Eaton to William W. McKean, January 18, 1862, ORN, ser. 1,
vol. XVII, 84-86. In another report, Whithurst is erroneously referred to as
"Whitehurst."
13. Ibid.
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Egmont Key operative once again. Whithurst also collected information on the nine blockade-runners in the bay and shared knowledge useful for navigation of the brown-water channels that runners
frequented. As Eaton reported, "provisions of all kinds are scarce
and high in Tampa and throughout Florida, and large numbers of
the people are beginning to become disgusted with so hopeless a
struggle ... Mr. Whithurst gave me some very timely information."
Whithurst also directed Eaton to another non-aligned comrade,
Frank Girard, a pilot with twenty-five years of experience and "intimate knowledge of all the channels and of the whole bay." Girard
volunteered to act as a pilot if called upon and stated that he could
guide the Ethan Allen to the gateway of Tampa. In his report, Eaton
also noted the "utter destitution" of residents in the area. 14
On February 17, Whithurst's intelligence culminated in a raid
to "cut out" blockade-runners in the Tampa area. The Ethan Allen,
while towing the sloop Mary Nevis, attempted to contact and secure
the services of Girard as pilot for the raid. Due to heavy surf, the
Union raiders were unable to cross the bar at Bayes Pass to reach
Girard's home and were thus compelled to wait until daybreak.
The fact that they had delayed their attack in order to secure Girard
as a pilot suggests the importance naval officers placed on local
residents' knowledge. In the Union commander's mind, Girard's
services were needed for success because the pass was "very narrow
and extremely difficult of access, except to a person who is well
acquainted with the passage." 15
Even with Girard piloting the ship, the passage proved treacherous. The Ethan Allen crossed the bar but the Mary Nevis grounded. Whithurst and two sailors were left aboard the grounded sloop
while the Ethan Allen proceeded and captured a schooner and two
unoccupied sloops, presumably enemy vessels. Being left aboard
the grounded Mary Nevis implies that Whithurst had now gained
the full trust of the Union blockaders. Even though it had only
been one month since he first made contact with the navy, the
fact that he was given such responsibility suggests his value to local
naval operations. Mter recrossing the bar, two of the prize vessels
grounded and remained there until the next high tide. The vessels later proceeded to the mouth of Tampa Bay, where they took

:... ·
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Whithurst's family and a few other like-minded people on board
for transport to a new Union camp at Egmont Key for refugees and
others who had forsaken the Confederate cause for personal reasons.1 6 A camp similar to the one on Egmont Key was later established farther south on Useppa Island near Charlotte Harbor.
In the Ethan Allen action, the Federals relied heavily on the
services of local Union sympathizers. As General David P. Woodbury, Commander of the U.S. Army's Department of the Gulf,
noted in his correspondence on the subject, "Mr. Girard ... the
·pilot, showed himself to be a true man, and by his ready willingness to do anything in his power, proved his loyalty to the Union.
We were bountifully supplied by Mr. Griner, another Union man,
with such provisions as they had to give us, and had it not been for
16.

Ibid.
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[them] we should have suffered from want of food. "17 It was not
unusual for blockaders to acquire supplies from farmers near the
<;:oast. The presence of the navy offered a local market for farmers,
cattlemen, and fishermen who otherwise might not have been able
to sell or trade their produce. Late in the war, the Union reoccupied the former Seminole War installation at Fort Myers, partly to
supply beef to blockaders and deprive the enemy of the foodstuff
as well. It should also be noted that the Official Records disclose
little about the planning of cutting out parties. The fact that many
Union actions succeeded with little planning may be indicative of
the quality and timeliness of intelligence and provisions supplied
by the local refugees and escaped slaves.
By the fall of 1862, the Union had consolidated its position
in south Florida and began construction on a battery at Egmont
Key. The installation included three 8-10 pound cannons which
the Union located there in attempts to seal Tampa Bay from current and future blockade-running. The island soon offered haven
for people of pro-Union sentiment like Whithurst. The island's
new inhabitants of dislocated south Floridians looked to the Union
forces to supply their needs and to protect them from Confederate
raids and reprisals. 18 In return, they provided intelligence on Confederate activities and local water routes and also served as a pool
of recruits for active or temporary Union service.
Even with the protection and provisions supplied by the navy,
Whithurst and his compatriots could not meet their needs without
returning to the mainland to gather crops, thus exposing themselves to Confederate reprisals. On one such trip, Rebels ambushed
John and Scott Whithurst as they departed the mainland to return
to Egmont Key with potatoes and beef. Scott Whithurst suffered
mortal wounds and John Whithurst sustained critical wounds, but
nevertheless managed to pull his boat out of the fire. Whithurst lay
wounded in his boat and drifted in Tampa Bay for two days. The
Union vessel Tahoma eventually rescued him, but he died shortly
thereafter. Whithurst's last wishes were that his three sons, all of
them younger than thirteen, would someday join the Union navy. 19
Ibid, 134; Daniel P. Woodbury to Charles P. Stone, December 17, 1863, OR, ser.
I, vol. XXVI, pt. I, 874-75; Daniel P. Woodbury to Charles P. Stone, January 22,
1864, OR, ser.l, vol. XXXV, pt.l , 460-61.
18. "Egmont Key Occupied by Union Troops," New York Times, August 15, 1861;
"West Coast of Florida," New York Times, November 17, 1862.
19. J.C. Howell to Gideon Welles, September 3, 1862, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII, 309;
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Tampan Henry A. Crane's Civil War career is perhaps the best
example of a Confederate turned Union sympathizer, who rose
from the bottom to contribute to the war effort in the expanses of
south Florida. Crane had served in the Seminole War and edited
a Tampa newspaper in the antebellum period. With the outbreak
of hostilities, Crane initially joined a Confederate-aligned home
guard unit but switched allegiances in late 1862. Historian George
E. Buker contends that Crane's support for the Confederacy waned
after his compatriot from the Seminole War, the previously mentioned John Whithurst, and his son were slain by Confederates for
their support of the Union . Crane would later prove to be a valuable asset to the Union forces as he rose through the ranks in this
theater of the war. 20
Crane gathered like-minded neighbors from the Tampa area
and set out across the lower peninsula for the Indian River, where
he recruited a few locals and waited for a blockade vessel to appear.
He then presented himself to the captain of the USS Sagamore and
offered his services. He was taken to Key West, where he proposed
a plan to Admiral Theodorus Bailey to cut out blockade runners
using the Indian and St. Johns River systems to offload goods smuggled from the Bahamas. Bailey endorsed the plan, made Crane and
his compatriots supernumerary volunteers, and ordered the Sagamore to transport them back to the Indian River, allowing Crane the
use of a boat to complete the mission. Crane's men provided their
own arms in order to remain less conspicuous, for they planned
to sail up the brown water into enemy territory to capture prize
vessels. The trip would have required travel through Confederate
territory for an extendt:d period of time. 21
Crane's party set out on January 3, 1863, and soon captured
a number of enemy craft. Reaching Indian River Narrows after
dark, Crane's men captured the schooner Pride out of Nassau.
They destroyed its contraband cargo of 188 bushels of salt. Crane
returned to the mouth of the river with his prize and its crew as
prisoners and turned them over to the U.S. bark Gem of the Sea.
Crane set out again, this time accompanied by a small cutting out

20.
21.

Buker, Blockaders, Refugees, and Contrabands, 60-61.
Theodorus Bailey to Earl English,January 2, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, val. XVII, 34445; Earl English to Henry A. Crane,January 3, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, val. XVII, 345;
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party from the Gem of the Sea. He captured a small boat and two
Rebel spies on January 7, and destroyed the unmanned enemy
schooner Flying Cloud at St. Lucie River two days later. On the 16th,
Crane's men destroyed 45 sacks of salt at a nearby location and captured two men in a small boat the next day. The following day they
destroyed 4 bales of cotton and 130 bushels of salt near Jupiter. 22
On January 23, Crane and his men spotted a Rebel schooner
sailing downriver and concluded from the number of men on board
that they were planning to attack a U.S. Navy ship at the mouth
of the river. Under cover, Crane and his party waited until midnight to mask their disparity of manpower and "pounced suddenly
upon them," surprising and capturing the schooner's crew. Almost
immediately, Crane spotted an unmanned lighter and captured it
as well. Crane now had twelve prisoners, but only seven men to
sail three boats. Fearing that the prisoners might overpower his
small party, Crane placed two men aboard the captured lighter and
placed the prisoners aboard his own boat with two armed men and
towed it behind the prize schooner, which he manned with his two
remaining men. This limited his party's exposure and allowed the
two men aboard the boat to keep their weapons covering the prisoners at all times. On January 28, much to the Union Command's
satisfaction, Crane delivered his prize vessels and prisoners to the
Gem of the Sea at the mouth of the Indian River. 23
Admiral Bailey felt newly empowered by Crane's success and
reported to the Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, that he had
curtailed blockade running from the Indian River on the lower
Florida coastline. He wrote Welles that Crane and his followers,
"have been of efficient service in clearing out the Rebels from
Indian River and in breaking up their connection with the lawless
traders of Nassau; and it is scarcely too much to say that without
the local knowledge and personal acquaintance possessed by these
22.

23.

Henry A. Crane to Earl English, February 7, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII,
363-64. Salt was an essential commodity for the preservation of foodstuffs in
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men it would have been nearly impossible to effect this very desirable object." 24 Bailey would thereafter focus his forces on the lower
Gulf and routinely factor into his strategy the particular usefulness
of such disaffected Confederates. Indeed, blue water, brown water,
and local Union sympathizers and refugees would now become a
central theme of the conduct of the war in the lower peninsula.
Bailey in short order commissioned Crane as a Volunteer Acting Master's Mate aboard the Sagamore and transferred him along
with the ship to the lower, east Gulf coast, where he nettled the
local Confederates by leading shore party raids and attracting substantial numbers of disaffected locals. Per military records, the
success of Crane's raids on both coasts of south Florida notably
increased the credibility of citizen-supplied intelligence and abilities in the minds of Union leaders. "Union men" and Confederate
layouts now moved to the core of the Federal's plans to interdict
blockade running and Confederate supply lines in south Florida.
Moreover, Union commanders increasingly recognized the ability
of such men and their presence in the lower peninsula to attract
blacks to the Northern cause and away from labor contributions
to the enemy. Although little discussed in the literature, this new
black service included not only army actions but also enlistments in
and service to the Northern navy.
While scholars have documented the black contribution to the
U.S. Army in Florida, few have noted the rich story of black seamen
in the state. In reality, a number of freedom-seeking blacks-mainly former bondsmen-gravitated to the U.S. Navy in the east Gulf
region out of their desire to cripple the enemy, to end slavery, and
to prove their mettle under fire.
Unlike the segregated Northern army, black sailors often served
alongside whites aboard ship. The navy offered higher pay than the
army and the chance for blacks to serve in a more meaningful service
than the construction and labor work routinely assigned to them in
the army. Mrican-American sailors comprised about 20 percent of
total Union navy strength during the war, or nearly 19,000 men who
offered valuable service to their comrades at sea. 25
24.
25.

Theodorus Bailey to Gideon Welles, March 10, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII,
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Naval vessels encountered an increasing number of escaped
slaves, commonly referred to as "contrabands," during the early
war years. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles determined that
they could not be sent back to their masters nor could they be compelled to work without compensation, so he authorized commanders on the blue water to enlist contrabands into the service "under
the same form and regulations as apply to other enlistments." Contrabands quickly signed up for the Union navy and offered valuable service, but were allowed no higher rating than "boys" (cabin
boys). Even so, newly enlisted contrabands helped to fill the labor
shortage of the bluejackets at sea by mid-1862, and this included
service in or near Florida waters. 26 Of the 255 black sailors from
Florida, most appeared in the records as former slaves or farmers, but thirteen were recorded as tradesmen (the preponderance
as carpenters) and ten were enumerated as watermen or as once
having served in related occupations. Enlistment ages ranged
from fourteen to sixty. 27 Although data on contraband enlistees
in the Official Records remain relatively scarce, naval records in the
National Archives in Washington, D.C. disclose that many of the
black sailors enlisting in the Union navy (usually mustered in as
former farmers) did so in actions and aboard ships in south Florida
(although the majority of Florida slaves resided in the slave belt of
the panhandle). Once the Union navy established itself as a permanent presence along the coast of south Florida, bondsmen in or
brought to the area certainly must have recognized its presence as
a beacon to freedom and an opportunity to serve their own "special
cause" of destroying slavery.
Little detail on contraband enlistees' actual engagements is
in the Official Records. For instance, a typical entry reads, "On
the 30th [of July, 1863] Jacob Parker (contraband) came off to
this ship and I have shipped him." 28 By September 1862, naval
officers were informed that Congress had passed a law forbidding
the return of contrabands. They were instead instructed to enter

26.

27.

28.

Gideon Welles to William W. McKean, September 25, 1861 , ORN, ser. 1, vol.
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only the name of the slave and that of the owner or claimant into
the ship's log.
More detailed information was sometimes communicated
when contrabands supplied timely intelligence. Indeed, their
information was often explicit and valuable. The captain of the
USS Ethan Allen reported that two contrabands informed him that
"the schooner Kain lay 8 miles up the ... Bay. Her cargo of cotton had been discharged [and the] schooner has been stripped of
all light spars, sails, and rigging, and lay at anchor in the stream
with nothing on board. Lower masts and bowsprit standing." 29
George, another self-liberated bondsman formerly belonging to
one Eli Ramsey, reportedly traveled seventy miles from the interior
and made contact with the USS Tahoma on February 14, 1862. He
informed the crew that 400 Confederates occupied Way Key and
that a train had recently arrived bearing a heavy gun. George may
have been sent back to reconnoiter the island, since on February
19, he reported that the enemy had deserted the key. 30
Although the trade had been outlawed by Washington, anumber of slave ships were captured prior to and during the war. In
the spring of 1860, the USS Mohawk overtook the slaver Wildfire
and towed it into Key West, where its 350 captives were quartered
in special barracks until they could be returned to Mrica. The
Mohawk captured four more slave ships bearing 530 Mricans off
the north coast of Cuba in 1861. Another ship, captured in June
1862, had reportedly landed 750 slaves before being overhauled
by a Union navy vessel. The report did not specify whether the
slaves landed in Florida or Cuba, but similar reports often suggested an ongoing illicit slave trade between Cuba and the peninsula.
In the late summer of 1861, an informant reported to a Union
officer that a slaver ship/ privateer was outfitted and ready to sail
from its berth twelve miles up the Caloosahatchee River as soon
as it received its complement and Confederate letters of marque.
In the summer of 1862, the USS Amanda captured a "slave prize"

29.
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in south Florida waters. 31 Given its long and porous coastline, its
proximity to Cuba and Caribbean slave ports, and the Southern
need to fulfill its labor shortage through any means possible, black
sailors of the EGBS must have derived a special pride from identifying and capturing ships with illegal human cargo. Moreover,
black service in their own special cause and the larger Union cause
arguably provided a sort of "middle passage" from slave to citizen
based on their wartime experiences, including those present as
the war dragged on in Confederate and non-Confederate south
Florida. Throughout much of this action, Union conventional and
unconventional efforts, in conjunction with local Unionists, sympathizers, refugees, African-Americans, and Confederate turncoats
would come to characterize the war on the local blue and brown
waters, especially in regard to crippling or ending Confederate and
privateer blockade running.
Naval officers learned in October 1863 that two blockaderunners, the steamer Scottish Chief and the sloop Kate Dale, were
taking on cotton and preparing to run the blockade from the Hillsboro River near Tampa. Concerned that they would escape the
blockaders due to their light draft, the Union officers decided to
destroy them where they were fitting-out in the river. On the 16th,
the Tahoma and Adela ran abreast of the battery protecting Tampa
and shelled it to divert attention from the real object of the expedition. That night a cutting out party, consisting of sixty men from
the Tahoma and forty from the Adela, and under the command of
Acting Master T. R. Harris and with Henry Crane and]. A. Thompson as local scouts, landed at Ballast Point where they traveled
on foot to where the ships were located and engaged them. The
whereabouts of the blockade-runners was probably provided by the
Union recruit Thompson, since his worth to their cause was proved
31.

-:-··

"The Mricans of the Slave Bark 'Wildfire,"' Harper's Weekly, June 2, 1860,
344-46; "Arrival of the Mohawk," New York Times, February 8, 1861; William
H. French to William W. McKean, July 20, 1861 , ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVI, 592;
Emily Holder, "At the Dry Tortugas During the War: A Lady's Journal," The
Californian Illustrated (February 1892), 183; N. Goodwin to]. L. Lardner,June
18, 1862, and Joseph E. Jones to N. Goodwin, June 18, 1862, ORN, ser. 1,
vol. XVII, 265-66; "From Key West," New York Times, June 29, 1862; William
Mervine to Gideon Welles, August 17, 1861 , ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVI, 638-40 (the
second report states the ship in the Caloosahatchee was a privateer); James
Mooney, Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships (Washington, DC: Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, Naval History Division, 1969), vol. 4, 408; Paul
Silverstone, Warships of the Civil War Navies (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute
Press, 1989) , 93.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol90/iss1/1

54

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 90, Number 1

BLUE WATER, BROWN WATER

51

by their carrying him on a litter throughout the fourteen-mile
march. Whether or not Thompson supplied the intelligence, it is
dear that his presence was considered vital to the mission because
Harris deemed it necessary to bear the non-ambulatory Thompson
into enemy territory.
At daybreak on the 17th, Harris discovered the Scottish Chief
and Kate Dale on the opposite bank of the river. The shore party
moved parallel to the ships, took them under aim, and hailed the
unsuspecting crew. They ordered boats to their bank; during the
crossing, two of the blockade-runner's crew escaped and alerted a
nearby Confederate garrison. Both vessels were destroyed along
with the 167 bales of cotton they contained as the shore parties
returned to their ships. The sailors encountered several armed
parties near their embarkation point, charged, and captured two
prisoners. 32
While waiting for the arrival of the Tahoma's boats, a mixed unit
of Confederate cavalry and infantry advanced. As two-thirds of the
shore party embarked on the boats, the Confederates, estimated
to be seventy to eighty in number, opened fire. The remaining
sailors spread out to avoid presenting a mass target and returned
fire, while the Adela shelled the woods in which the Rebels secreted
themselves. The remainder of the shore party defended itself for
fifteen to twenty minutes: "This rear guard stood nobly to their
post, protecting the retreat under an extremely severe fire from a
concealed enemy-loading and firing with the coolness of target
practice, and finally leaving quietly at the word of command, bearing with them their wounded." 33
In this action, the Union suffered three killed, ten wounded,
and five taken prisoner. The wounded were taken to the Federal
camp at Egmont Key, where the Tahoma s surgeon treated them.
The Confederate casualties were six killed in addition to the five
blockade-runners and two soldiers who were transported to the
Tahoma as prisoners. The Rebel commander, James Westcott, stated that the sailors who had been killed on shore fought so bravely
that he intended to give them the best funeral he could provide.

32.
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Both the Tahoma and Adela crews raised cash to help their captured
shipmates pay their way through "Dixie." 34
Casualties notwithstanding, Admiral Bailey praised the results
of the expedition. He called it a "brilliant little affair" and believed
it was typical of the similar actions that would demoralize or otherwise disrupt the Rebel blockade-runners. He wrote, "The lesson
taught to the Rebels by this expedition, that their movements can
be watched and thwarted by the daring of our seamen, even when
carried on at a distance of several miles up a river whose mouth
is protected by a fortified town, is of no small importance, and is
calculated to depress them in proportion to the audacity and discipline displayed by our men." Union converts Crane and Thompson were described as "excellent" guides, and Crane was praised for
"gallant conduct" by the commanding officer of the expedition.35
The presence of such local guides must have added some measure
of assurance for the other men during a raid in enemy territory.
They would have avoided going astray, known where to find help
if needed, and they would also have known of areas and people to
avoid. This knowledge further solidified the Union commanders'
positive view of the service of south Florida personnel, both in the
field and upon the extensive blue and brown waters of the region.
For residents of the lower east Gulf who made their living on
those waters, life during the war proved difficult. Confederate officials were wary of contact between the fishing fleet and blockaders.
By 1862, the Rebel commander at Tampa, Major W.L.L. Bowen,
had determined to "break up the nefarious trade and communication" between fishermen and the blockading force. He chartered
and armed a local ship with a six-pound gun and set about harassing the fishing fleet. Within a few weeks, he had captured nine
smacks and three schooners. Sixty-eight prisoners, "some Yankees .
. . some Key Westers," were taken to Tampa. Even after the blockade was well established, the broken coastline made it difficult for
the navy to protect friendly fishing operations. In December of
1862, the oyster schooner Charles Henry was fishing in Pine Island
Sound south of Charlotte Harbor when pursued by a "Rebel sloop
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of very light draft, having five men aboard." The captain and mate
of the Charles Henry ran ashore on Pine Island and escaped to the
home of a friend who alerted the captain of the USS Penguin. Two
armed boats from the Penguin spotted and pursued the Rebels but
lost them among the innumerable islands and shoals during the
night. They were able to salvage the Charles Henry even though the
Confederates had scuttled it. 36 Once again, Florida locals of various backgrounds and dedications were able to turn the tide of the
clash in favor of the Federal forces.
As the war progressed, blockade running evolved into a private
enterprise with runners preferring cargo that returned a quick,
handsome profit. Outbound cargoes such as cotton or turpentine
from the lower peninsula were sold or exchanged in Havana or
Nassau for scarce wartime goods such as liquor or coffee that could
be sold at enormous markups at home. Necessities such as salt and
valuable commodities like coal also commanded high prices. For
instance, blacksmith's coal that could be acquired for $20 per ton
in Nassau or Havana sold for $500 per ton in the Confederacy. 37
Although engaged in risky business, blockade-runners pursued
such profits, even in the face of opposition from both Union forces
and local Union collaborators. As a matter of practicality, many
of these would-be runners found south Florida and its island coast
and secluded inlets their most productive base of operation.
By mid-1863, as the blockade of major ports expanded, remote
coastal estuaries such as the Charlotte Harbor system became especially attractive to blockade-runners as bases of operation. Runners
at Charlotte Harbor preferred small, fast-sailing vessels, preferably
with retractable centerboards rather than fixed keels, in order to
access the shallowest of bays and brown waters. In the spring of
1863, the commanding officer of the blockading vessel at Charlotte
Harbor, the James S. Chambers, had received reports from "reliable
sources" that numerous small craft were operating out of the Caloosahatchee River and the Punta Rassa area south of Charlotte Harbor. The report noted that there were many islands and waterways
36.

"Rebel Operations in South Florida," New York Times, December 31, 1861;]. C.
Williamson to Theodorus Bailey, December 29, 1862, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII,
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in the area that afforded blockade-runners the cover to land cargo
unobserved and requested the use of a small craft of light draft, but
· of sufficient size to carry a howitzer, in order to patrol the islands
and interior brown waters that his ship could not access. 38
Admiral Bailey had recently requested authorization from the
Department of the Navy to acquire from the admiralty court at Key
West vessels condemned as prizes of war that would suit the particular nature of the naval conflict in south Florida. He noted in
his report that many of the desirable craft captured running the
blockade were being re-acquired by Confederate interests and put
back into service: "Unfortunately, as the matter is at present managed, interested Confederate agents stand ready to purchase all
the light-draft, swift-sailing vessels when sold under the decree of
condemnation of the court ... to be again used in the evasion of
the blockade." 39 Certainly, it now had become obvious to naval
officers on station that the tactics of blockade-runners were changing and that Federal sea forces needed to adapt accordingly. Intelligence supplied by residents of the area would play a large role in
the changing tactics needed to combat these proliferating wildcat
runners. In the summer of 1863, the EGBS acquired small, lightdraft ships to work in conjunction with the main blockading vessels. The larger ships would be utilized more as a mainspring of
operations for the smaller tenders that would now take the fight to
the Confederates in the shallow coastal and riverine systems. 40
Locally supplied intelligence initiated virtually all riverine
captures of blockade-runners in the Charlotte Harbor-Pine Island
Sound area that appear in the Official Records. In the course of
making a living or foraging for supplies, Union sympathizers and
similar small forces spent more time upriver or in the interior than
the Federal navy did. Their dissatisfaction with Confederate policy,
good relations with Federal crews in the area, and perhaps the lure
of prize money, must have motivated many of them to report sight38.
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ings and to render other forms of assistance. With more eyes and a
greater ease of movement than that of the navy, local Federal sympathizers witnessed Confederate and blockade-running activities
that the blue-water fleet would otherwise have missed. All these
factors contributed to the Union Navy's embracing new tactics
and craft to counter the blockade-runners' brown-water havens.
Also somewhat peculiar to south Florida was the navy's practice
of allowing local Union commanders the freedom to act on their
own initiative to carry out brown-water raids. The flexibility given
to officers, the acquisition of shallow-water vessels, and the steady
source of local intelligence were certainly important factors in
Union successes in this zone of the war.
The USS Rosalie proved to be one of the most effective shallowcrafts stationed in south Florida. A sloop of a mere 28 tons, the
Rosalie was 45 feet long and had a beam of 17 feet, yet its draft was
only 3Y2 feet. It was armed with a single 12-pound smoothbore
cannon. The USS Octorara of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron
had captured it running the blockade on March 16, 1863. Admiral
Bailey petitioned the admiralty court to obtain the Rosalie specifically for blockade duty in south Florida, since it was well suited to
operations in that brown-water environment. Bailey purchased the
sloop for $1,500 in May 1863, and assigned it as tender to the bark
Restless, then blockading Charlotte Harbor. 41
Two collaborators, Henry Thompson and Milledge Brannen,
approached the Restless on July 6, 1863, to report the presence of
two blockade-runners secreted up the Peace River who were preparing to sneak their cotton-laden boats past the blockaders. W. R.
Browne, captain of the Restless, sent thirty-three men in two launches to order the Rosalie to proceed upriver to capture the two runners. With the two local men acting as pilots, the launches made
contact with the Rosalie near the mouth of the riverY
The three small boats then proceeded upriver and spotted the
runners just as the Rosalie ran aground. The blockade-runners,
observing the disabled Rosalie, slipped anchor and moved farther
41.
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upriver. By morning, sailors succeeded in freeing the Rosalie. It continued upriver to capture the runners now ensconced in the shallows
-of Horse Creek. Unoccupied and loaded with cotton, the two runners' ships were the schooner Ann of Nassau and an unnamed sloop.
By means of towing, poling and sailing, seamen moved the vessels to
Punta Gorda, where they anchored for the night. 43
The next morning Browne received the prizes aboard the Restless,
now positioned in Charlotte Harbor. He ordered the Ann to the admiralty court at Key West, where the judge valued it at $195 and its 13
bales of cotton and other cargo at $3,104.40, for a total of $3,299.40.
Court and auction fees of $308.22 left $2,991.18 to be divided as prize
money among the crewmen of the Rosalie and Restless. 44 It is reasonable
to assume that the two local pilots, Thompson and Brannen, also shared
in the prize money, although that is not specified in the court records.
Indeed, financial gain in hardscrabble south Florida, rather than ideology, may have been a little-discussed incentive for refugee informants.
Admiral Bailey subsequently hinted at this factor in his report of the
Rosalie and Restless affair: "Enterprises of this sort, when successfully
accomplished, are of far greater value than the mere amount [prize
payments] of the capture, by disheartening the enemy and encouraging our own men." Within a month of its deployment, the Rosalie,
under Acting Ensign Charles P. Clark, had captured four more vessels in
the Charlotte Harbor area. Bailey thereafter promoted Clark to Acting
Master and the distribution of prize money began anewY
The bark Gem of the Sea relieved the Restless at Charlotte Harbor soon after the capture of the Ann. The Rosalie remained at
Charlotte Harbor, now as the tender for the Gem of the Sea. In
late July 1863, local Union sources of intelligence reported a
small schooner and sloop lying at anchor in the Caloosahatchee
downriver from Fort Myers. The Rosalie captured the two vessels and also secured the Rebel schooner Georgie, which had been
concealed in a small creek near the fort. 46 A few days later, the
Rosalie captured a small boat and three men at Punta Rassa. The
William R. Browne to Theodorus Bailey,July 10, 1863, ORN, ser.l, vol. XVII,
487-88.
Ibid.; Theodorus Bailey to Gideon Welles, July 18, 1863, ORN, ser.l, vol. XVII,
489-90; United Stales v. The Schooner Ann and Cargo, ARB-SDF, A, 388.
Theodorus Bailey to William R. Browne,July 18, 1863, ORN, ser.l, vol. XVII,
489; Theodorus Bailey to Gideon Welles,July 18, 1863, ORN, ser.l, vol. XVII,
489-90. On the issue of prize adjudication, see General Order of Acting RearAdmiral Bailey, U.S. Navy,January 1, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII, 341-43.
Irvin B. Baxter to "Senior Officer," August 10, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII, 527-28.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol90/iss1/1

60

{'·

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 90, Number 1

BLUE WATER, BROWN WATER

57

three prisoners stated that they were from Manatee and had traveled to the Caloosahatchee for the purpose of evading Confederate conscript officers. Their evasive actions previous to capture
raised suspicions that they were either Confederate spies, blockade-runners, or saboteurs. Henry Thompson, Milledge Brannen,
and another disaffected Confederate named "Cason" were consulted. The three men knew two of the prisoners, William Addison and William Curry. They confirmed that Addison lived in the
vicinity of the Myakka River, owned a large stock farm and about
1,000 head of cattle, and was thus exempt from the Confederate
conscript law. The Union sources stated that Curry had run the
blockade twice and that both men were "traitors to the United
States Government." The ubiquitous Henry Crane, now serving
aboard the Gem of the Sea, vouched for the third man, but because
this captive refused to take the oath of allegiance to the United
States, he was classified as a Rebel as well. Had Union sources
in the area not been present, these "traitors" may well have succeeded in their goals. 47
Shortly after this incident, local Union allies informed Irvin
B. Baxter, commander of the Gem of the Sea, of yet another cottonladen blockade-runner anchored fifteen miles up the Peace River.
Baxter immediately sent a boat and cutter manned by twenty of his
men and piloted by Union refugee Henry West ofUseppa Island to
capture the vessel. The crew appears to have been ready to attempt
a run through the blockade as it was captured at the mouth of the
Peace River rather than secreted upriver. The prize turned out to
be the Richard, a sloop of about 5 tons and loaded with almost 9
bales of cotton. The only remaining crewmember was a black man
who may have seized the moment as an avenue to freedom. 48
In early September, Baxter learned that, in retaliation for the
capture of the Richard, a group of Confederate "regulators" assembled in the vicinity of the Peace River for the purpose of capturing
Union refugees and collaborators and destroying the Rosalie. In
order to preempt the Confederate guerrillas, Baxter sent ashore
party of twenty-one sailors and Union refugee Henry West to intervene. He ordered them to proceed with caution throughout the
area and destroy all boats or contraband they found as well as burn
47.
48.

Ibid.
Irvin B. Baxter to Gideon Welles, September 3, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII,
545-46.
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the home and storehouse of "the notorious Rebel and blockaderunner [Robert] Johnson." Baxter stated that these buildings were
-sites used as depots for blockade-runners and as councils for guerrillas. The shore party succeeded in destroying four boats, burning Johnson's buildings, and returning to base without casualties.
Baxter commended Henry West for his zeal and reported, "I think
this expedition will have a tendency to break up the blockade running and stop the regulators from coming down here to molest the
refugees in this vicinity." 49
Thereafter, Confederate guerrillas mounted no attack on any
of the refugee camps in Charlotte Harbor, but blockade running
attempts continued. In the fall of 1863, the Rosalie captured the
Rebel schooner Director. The lookout of the Rosalie spotted the
Director "coming out of Terraceia [sic] Creek and making for the
entrance to Sanibel [Caloosahatchee] River" and gave chase. 50
The schooner was loaded with 20 bags of Bahamian salt and 1 barrel of rum. However, the real prize was the capture of the schooner's captain, Robert Johnson, the well-known "notorious Rebel"
and frequent blockade-runner. He had been captured prior to this
incident, once at Philadelphia and once at Key West, and paroled
both times. Useppa Island refugees Wade S. Rigby and Enoch
Daniels informed Baxter that Johnson had broken his parole both
times and was also responsible for the capture of the U.S. supply
schooner Laura in December 1862. 51 Baxter deemed the report
so significant that he sent Johnson in chains to Key West and sent
Rigby there as well to serve as a witness against Johnson. 52 This
time, with the notable assistance of south Florida counter-Confederates, Johnson would not again dupe the Union.
With the consequential arrest and incarceration of Johnson,
a new quiescence swept south Florida waters. Although the hell
of war and its emotions continued to pervade the area, military
records reflect few other major blockade-running efforts and continued substantial alliances between those locals who had gravitat-

49.
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Irvin B. Baxter to Theodorus Bailey, September 5, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII,
547.
Ibid., 562-63; Terra Ceia Creek is located in Manatee County, more than one
day's sail from the Caloosahatchee via the inland passage.
To U.S. authorities, this probably changed Johnson's status from enemy
prisoner of war to a suspected pirate, liable to execution.
Irvin B. Baxter to Theodorus Bailey, October 3, 1863, ORN, ser. 1, vol. XVII,
562-63.
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ed to the Union for sundry personal and ideological reasons and
the Union's superior presence along the coast. While certain mili·tary actions erupted periodically-specifically the land actions and
counter-actions over open-range cattle in the area and the Union's
reoccupation of the former Civil War post of Fort Myers-local support and intelligence and superior Federal naval power relegated
south Florida generally to a Union sphere. Florida's war within a
war did rage on, but most of those incidents and actions thereafter
occurred in north and not south Florida. 5 3
Conclusion
Confederate policies created an unusual environment in backwater south Florida by alienating "Union men" and producing
sizable numbers of other dissidents who sought Federal refuge,
cooperation and, at times, even retribution against Southern elements. These local residents, who gravitated to the Union under
various motivations, supplied critical knowledge of the terrain and
both blue- and brown-waterways. They also proved to be useful
Union resources in terms of their familiarity with the sentiments of
other locals, which ensured their value to Federal forces and lent
an unusual "personal factor" to the conflict. Moreover, demoralization of the south Florida populace was often a key aim in Union
efforts because it dulled Rebel zeal to resist. It, moreover, helped
produce an environment in which more Union men, sympathizers, disaffected Confederates, escaped slaves, and other refugees
~rom the burden of war were willing to trust and aid Federal forces,
which in itself resulted in an unexpected Confederate adversary
along south Florida's coastline and adjacent brown waters and
islands. Although not common to the war in north Florida, the
peculiar service of these men added a new dimension to the struggles, strategies, and tactics employed by both Union and Confederate partisans in the lower peninsula.
For their part, Union commanders realized early in the conflict that the presence of such Union men and refugees along the
south Florida coast-including eager black recruits-was a valuable source of manpower and intelligence. Union forces quick-

53.

For more insight into these events, see Irvin D.S. Winsboro, ed. , Florida's Civil
War.

Published by STARS, 2011

63

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 90 [2011], No. 1, Art. 1

60

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

ly utilized them as a "fifth-column" resource. The recounting of
these events reveals a critical episode in how south Florida and its
inhabitants played an unconventional role during Florida's Civil
War within a war. As historians continue to explore the meaning
and memory of that divisive era, certainly reconceptualization of
peculiar local actions and personal motivations such as those during the course of the troubling conflict in south Florida will lead to
a better understanding of the war itself.
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The Catholic Diocese of Miami and Mrican
American Desegregation, 1958-1977
by Mark Newman
n recent years, scholars have revised the traditional interpretation
of Florida as being more moderate and progressive during the civil
rights era than other southern states. They have also challenged the
view that an influx of white northern migrants to south Florida made
the region and state more amenable to desegregation. According to
recent scholarship, even after state government officials reluctantly
desegregated public accommodations as a result of the federal Civil
RightsActofl964, in south Florida, as elsewhere in the South, whites and
African Americans remained largely residentially separate. Disputes over
these issues had other ramifications as well. Not only did Florida have an
entrenched history of segregation and racial violence targeting African
Americans, it also had a history of anti-Catholicism that encouraged
Catholic prelates and clergy to avoid the inflammatory issue of race and
to segregate their churches and schools in line with secular institutions. 1

I

Mark Newman is reader in history at the University of Edinburgh. He is the author
of Divine Agitators: The Delta Ministry and Civil Rights in Mississippi (2004), The Civil
Rights Movement (2004), and Getting Right with God: Southern Baptists and Desegregation,
1945-1995 (2001) . He thanks the University of Edinburgh Development Trust
Research Fund, the British Academy, the Carnegie Trust for the Universities of
Scotland, the Leverhulme Trust, and the Arts and Humanities Research Council for
the financial support that made this article possible. He also thanks Sister Dorothy
M.Jehle, OP, Ph.D, Director of Archives and Historical Collections, Barry University,
Miami Shores, and Charles Gallagher for their generous assistance.
1.
Paul Ortiz, Emancipation Betrayed: The Hidden History of Black Organizing and VWzite
Violence in Florida from Reconstruction to the Bloody Election of 1920 (Berkeley: University
of California Press, 2005); Gary R Mormino, Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A
Social History of Modem Florida (Gainesville: University Press ofFlorida, 2005), 12-13,
15, 17, 19; Irvin D. S. Wmsboro, ed., Old South, New South, or Down South? Florida and
the Modern Civil Rights Movement (Morgantown: West VIrginia University Press, 2009),
1-12, 14-15, 22-26, 28-30, 35, 38-39,41-42, 221-27, 232-34,237-38.
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This article addresses how the Diocese of Miami, established
in 1958 as Florida staunchly resisted racial change, responded to
-desegregation. The growth of the Catholic population in south
Florida, and the coincidental maturing of the modern civil rights
movement, helped give diocesan leaders in the region the confidence and impetus to take a public stance on civil rights, encouraged by the United States Catholic hierarchy, which also spoke out
on the issue, and by Vatican condemnations of racism. In south
Florida, as in much of the nation, Catholics abandoned much of
the defensiveness of earlier generations, who as recent immigrants
to the United States had endured recurrent nativism. While it
would be misleading to claim that most northern Catholic migrants
to post-war south Florida favored desegregation and thereby eased
its path, some were more accepting and amenable to change than
white south Floridians. Moreover, the Diocese of Miami's leaders,
themselves non-southerners, believed that most northern Catholic migrants would readily accept desegregation. This perception,
while in fact true only of a minority of the migrants, had real consequences by encouraging the diocese to initiate desegregation,
albeit gradually. 2
The Diocese of Miami quietly began desegregating its parochial
schools in 1960, acting in some cases ahead of public schools. As the
civil rights movement accelerated in the early 1960s, Bishop Coleman F. Carroll (1958-1977) led an interdenominational and interracial effort to advance desegregation, civil rights and racial equality in
Miami. An autocratic leader, Carroll championed civil rights despite
opposition from some of his laity. Whereas his fellow northerner
and Catholic prelate, Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley of St. Augustine (1940-1967), regarded the civil rights movement as communist
influenced and disruptive to law and order, Carroll worked with
the movement and defended its right to engage in public protest.
However, Carroll's policy of closing Mrican American schools and
churches on behalf of integration sometimes encountered opposition from black Catholics, who rejected forced segregation but also
wanted to retain the institutions that had nurtured and sustained
2.

Sydney E. Ahlstrom, A Religious History of the American People ( ew Haven: Yale
University Press, 1972), 998; Will Herberg, Protestant-Catholic-Jew: An Essay in
American Religious Sociology (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1956), 150-76; Marvin
Dunn, "The Illusion of Moderation: A Recounting and Reassessing of Florida's
Racial Past," in Old South, New South, or Down South?, ed. Irvin D_ S_ Winsboro,
36.
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them. Furthermore, many black Catholics felt unwelcome among
white Catholics who often accepted the end of segregation but did
not embrace integration. Although Catholic institutions desegregated, the result was seldom integration based on reciprocity between
the races. Displeased by the closing of black Catholic institutions,
many Mrican Americans eventually left the church. 3
The Vatican established the Diocese of Miami in August 1958
by reorganizing the Diocese of St. Augustine which had until then
encompassed most of Florida. The new Miami diocese included sixteen counties in the southern half of Florida comprised of 185,000
Catholics, the bulk of Florida's Catholic population. However, the
diocese had fewer than 3,000 African American Catholics. Most
of these Catholics belonged to eight black churches and missions,
some of which Archbishop Hurley had created. A few Mrican Americans attended white parishes, which often did not give blacks and
whites equal treatment. Monsignor Bryan 0. Walsh, an Irishman
who was ordained a priest in St. Augustine in May 1954, recalled, "A
few churches had signs reserving a pew at the back of the church for
'colored people.' Customarily, black people received Holy Communion after other parishioners." There were no black priests in the
diocese, and most of the priests who ministered to Mrican Americans were not diocesan clergy but members of religious orders such
as the Society of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart or Josephites. There
were five Mrican American parochial schools in the new diocese with
3.

Raymond A. Mohl, "The Pattern of Race Relations in Miami since the 1920s,"
in The African American Heritage of Florida, ed. David R. Colburn and Jane L.
Landers (Gainesville: University Press ofFlorida, 1995) , 335-36; "A Giant Stride
Forward," Voice, 8 September 1961; Reed Sarratt, The Ordeal of Desegregation: The
First Decade (New York: Harper and Row, 1966) , 98-99, 278-79; "Bishop Carroll
'Man of Year' In Dade," Voice,
30
April 1965; "Bishop Coleman F. Carroll
Named First Archbishop," Voice, 10 May 1968; "Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley,
Former Vatican Envoy, Dead," New York Times, 31 October 1967; "Archbishop
Joseph Patrick Hurley," Catholic-Hierarchy, http:/ / www.catholic-hierarchy.org/
bishop/ bhurle)j .html (accessed 15 December 2007); Ana Rodriquez-Soto, "The
Builder: Archbishop Coleman F. Carroll: 1958-1977," in A People Called... To
Faith, Prayer and Love, ed. Ana Rodriquez-Soto (Miami Shores, FL: Archdiocese
of Miami, 1991) , 14, 18; Charles R. Gallagher, "Patriot Bishop: The Diplomatic
and Episcopal Career of Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley, 1937-1967" (PhD diss.,
Marquette University, 1998) , 462, 469-72; Charles Gallagher, Cross and Crozier:
The History of the Diocese of St. Augustine (Strasbourg, France: Editions Du Signe,
1999), 76; Michael]. McNally, Catholicism in South Florida, 1868-1968 (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 1982), 192; Michael]. McNally, Catholic Parish Life on
Florida's West Coast, 1860-1968 (n.p.: Catholic Media Ministeries, 1996), 73-77,
144, 198, 200-201,390; Dennis Michael McCarron, "Catholic Schools in Florida,
1866-1992" (PhD diss., Florida State University, 1993), 181-82.
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a total enrollment of 624 students, many of them from Protestant
families who valued the quality of education and discipline of the
Catholic school system higher than segregated black public schools.
While most of the nuns who staffed the schools belonged to white
orders, nuns from the Oblate Sisters of Providence, a black order,
taught in some of the black parochial schools. Parochial schools produced converts among children and their parents. 4
Although Florida and the state assembly had continued to maintain segregation after the United States Supreme Court ruling in Brown
v. Board of Education in May 1954, Governor LeRoy Collins conceded
in his January 1957 inaugural address that desegregation was inevitable, although he also promised to maintain segregation as long as he
could. Hurley enlarged the segregated provision for African American
Catholics he had inherited, but he also took the first step toward Catholic desegregation in the state, influenced perhaps by the Brown decision that ruled that segregation in public schools was unconstitutional.
Moreover, before Carroll arrived in Florida, Hurley ordered Mercy Hospital in Miami to admit African Americans to private rooms. 5
Appointed Bishop of Miami in August 1958 and installed in October, Carroll soon adopted a policy of quiet, gradual desegregation. Like
Hurley, who was a native of Cleveland, Ohio, Carroll was a northerner,
born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Apart from gaining a doc4.

5.

...

George H. Monahan, "Story Of The Diocese Of Miami," Voice, 20 March 1959;
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Faith, Prayer and Lave, ed. Rodriquez-Soto, 35 (quotation); Gallagher, "Patriot
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Indians, January 1951, 7-10, January 1962, 7-12, Archives of the Society of Saint
Joseph of the Sacred Heart, Baltimore, MD (hereafter ASS]); Raymond R Carignan,
'Josephites Under The Palms," ColoredHaroest72 (February 1960): 2-3; "Nun Heads
Anti-Poverty Project Here," Voice, 24June 1966. Figures for the number of African
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American Catholics attended churches and missions in 1961 and 3,800 attended in
1966. Historian Father Michael]. McNally estimated the number of black Catholics
as 1,000 in 1958. Our Negro and Indian Missions, January 1961, 22-23,January 1966,
21, ASS]; McNally, Catholicism in South Flori.da., 115.
McNally, Catholicism in South Florida, 192; Monahan, "Story Of The Diocese Of
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During the 1950's (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1969) , 79, 143,
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to rate in canon law from the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., he had spent his entire life in Pennsylvania, eventually
becoming Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh. Carroll did not record his private thoughts and experiences, making the origins and development of
his views on racial relations and segregation unknown. However, he was
likely influenced, at least in part, by a statement issued by the United
States Catholic bishops in November 1958 that condemned compulsory racial segregation and called for its gradual elimination, and by the
beginning of public school desegregation in Florida. 6
The state legislature considered thirty-three bills supporting
school desegregation in the summer of 1959, but none of significance passed. Orchard Villa School, located in a Miami neighborhood, admitted a few Mrican Americans voluntarily in September
1959, marking the first instance of public school desegregation in the
state. That year, Carroll issued a diocesan wide course of instruction
on racial justice in preparation for parochial school desegregation
after an announcement made in April that Catholic students would
be admitted regardless of race in September providing they met the
usual academic requirements. The desegregation process began at
Archbishop Curley High School for boys and at Notre Dame Academy for girls, both in the city of Miami, in September 1960. 7

6.

7.

Gallagher, Cross and Crozier, 76; "Bishop Carroll 'Man of Year' In Dade";
"Bishop Coleman F. Carroll amed First Archbishop"; "Discrimination and
the Christian Conscience," InterracialReview31 (December 1958): 217-19.
Colburn and Scher, "Race Relations and Florida Gubernatorial Politics since the
Braum Decision," 157; Sarratt, Ordeal of Desegregation, 98-99, 278-79; Tomberlin,
"Florida and the School Desegregation Issue," 461, 466; Mohl, "The Pattern of Race
Relations in Miami since the 1920s," 348-49; "Catholic Integration in Miami," New
York Times, 23 August 1960; JamesJ. Walsh to Henry Cabirac, 22June 1961, folder
8, box 1, Catholic Council on Human Relations Papers, Amistad Research Center,
ew Orleans, lA (hereafter CCHR Papers); "Bishop Carroll 'Man ofYear' In Dade."
There is disagreement about when diocesan school desegregation began. According
to historian Michael J. McNally, Hurley "ordered that Curley High School accept black
students in September 1958, making it the first school in Florida to be integrated."
Alternatively, Monsignor Bryan 0. Walsh claimed that "In 1961, St Augustine's School
in Coconut Grove was the first Catholic school to be desegregated." However, the
New York Times reported in August 1960 that "Archbishop Curley High School here
[in Miami] is becoming racially integrated Sept 6. It will be the first integration of a
Catholic school in Florida." And the website of the now merged Archbishop Curley
Notre Dame High School states that "In 1960, Curley High School and Notre Dame
Academy admitted their first African-American students." McNally, Caiholicism in
South Florida, 192 (first quotation); Walsh, "A Many-splendored People," 35 (second
quotation); "Catholic Integration in Miami," New l0rk Times, August 23, 1960 (third
quotation); "Archbishop Curley NotreDame,"ACND Prep, (fourth quotation),
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In private correspondence, Father James]. Walsh, director of
the diocese's Bureau of Information, explained:
His Excellency, Bishop Carroll, was very anxious to get a program of education with regard to racial justice underway very
soon after he arrived in the Diocese of Miami. Clergy conferences dealt with the matter, the diocesan paper on a number of occasions stated the principles that should govern our
thinking in this matter and other talks and lectures around
the Diocese made known the mind of the Church.
Fearful of reigniting anti-Catholicism, which as recently as December 1951 had led to dynamite being placed by the main door of
Miami's SS. Peter and Paul Church, the diocese adopted a cautious
approach to publicity. Walsh recalled:
We tried not to make any issue whatever out of the matter
by calling undue attention to it. When our high schools
first admitted colored students and the newspapers called
for confirmation, we asked them to refrain from playing
it up as a sensational news story and help us carry out the
integration procedure as quietly and as effectively as possible. We were happy to find that the daily papers, while of
course they published the event as a matter of public interest, went along very well with the wishes of the Diocese. 8
Walsh indicated that desegregation led only one white family to
withdraw a child from school. He attributed acceptance of parochial
school desegregation by many white Catholics to their backgrounds
as migrants from other regions of the country. Walsh explained:
The concentration of population in the diocese is in the
Miami metropolitan area, which is largely made up of people from both the Midwest and Northeast. The majority of
these residents, because of background and early training
in an atmosphere alien to the South, have had a very broad
and tolerant attitude with regard to racial problems.

8.

"And If I Sacrifice My Life," Christian Impact 2 (February 1952): 1, folder 1,
box 4, series 20, National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice Records,
Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI (hereafter NCCIJ Records); James J.
Walsh to Henry Cabirac, 8 February 1962 (quotations), folder 8, box 1, CCHR
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However, white Catholic opposition to desegregation may also have
been muted by its small scale in most places. Archbishop Curley
High School, for example, admitted only three Mrican Americans
in 1960. Although several Catholic high schools admitted blacks,
insistence that they meet the same academic standards as whites,
who were generally more educationally prepared having attended
better equipped schools, helped limit desegregation. 9
With the policy of segregation officially ended in 1960, more
parochial schools admitted Mrican Americans in subsequent years,
sometimes ahead of and sometimes at the same time as public
school desegregation. Bishop Barry High School in St. Petersburg
accepted three Mrican Americans in September 1961. In the same
month, St. Augustine School in Coconut Grove became the first
Catholic elementary school to desegregate in the diocese. In the
city of Miami, residential segregation, the unwillingness of parents
to let their children travel long distances, and lack of transportation limited the number of black applicants to white Catholic elementary schools, alongside general parental concerns about the
reception their children would receive in formerly white schools. 10
By 1962, a Catholic high school unnamed in the sources,
reportedly had an enrollment that was half Mrican American and
half white. In the same year, Barry College, a female institution
in Miami Shores, which had 49 Latin Americans among its more
than 865 students, admitted its first Mrican American student, Cassandra Gray, although the college, administered by the Sisters of
St. Dominic of Adrian, Michigan, had enrolled blacks as part-time
graduate students since the 1950s. 11
9.
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171; Sister Mary Arnold, O.P., interview by author, Miami Shores, 14 August
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The neighboring Diocese of St Augustine began parochial school
desegregation in 1962 with Bishop Kenny High School in Jacksonville
and Blessed Sacrament, an elementary school in Tallahassee, admitting
black children. School desegregation proceeded gradually in other
parts of the diocese, but by 1964 all of the diocese's schools were officially open to African Americans. 12 Under pressure from African Americans in Pensacola and following desegregation of Pensacola public
schools in August 1962, Archbishop Thomas]. Tool en of the Diocese of
Mobile-Birmingham, which included ten counties in northwest Florida,
desegregated Catholic schools in his part of Florida in September 1963
and all Catholic schools in his diocese in September 1964. 13
Unlike Hurley and Toolen, Bishop Carroll was an enthusiastic
advocate of integration and civil rights. However, he regarded integration as a one-way street in which black Catholic institutions would
close and their members would join formerly white Catholic institutions. Authoritarian and sure of the rightness of his approach, Carroll
did not consult Mrican American Catholics about their views. While
some black Catholics were prepared, however reluctantly, to sacrifice
their schools and churches as the price for achieving integration, others, while opposed to forced segregation, wanted to retain them as
part of their identity and sense of community and belonging. 14
12.

Monsignor Mortimer Danaher, telephone interview by author, 12 August 2006;
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Parish Life on Florida s West Coast, 366-6 7.
13. Wilhelmina Valcour to Thomas]. Toolen, 15 May 1962, Philip Cullen to Mrs.
Calvin Valcour, 17 May 1962, S. W. Boyd to T.J. Toolen,18 May 1962, T.J. Toolen
to Simon William Boyd, 30 May 1962, Calvin Valcour to Thomas]. Toolen, 29
June 1962, folder "Schools 1962-1963," Mr. and Mrs. Cecil T. Hunter to Thomas
]. Toolen, 3 June 1963, T.]. Toolen to Mr. and Mrs. Cecil T. Hunter, 11 June
1963, folder "School Letters 1963," Archbishop Thomas]. Toolen Papers,
Archives of the Archdiocese of Mobile, AL (hereafter Toolen Papers) ; Henry
Cabirac to Jane Duffin, 9 April1963, folder 15, box 5, series 34, Henry Cabirac
to]. 0. Tate, 23 July 1963, folder 2, box 12, Henry Cabirac to Paul A. Downey, 25
June 1963, folder 5, box 1, series 33, NCCIJ Records;John P. Sisson , "A Southern
City Changes Gracefully," Interracial Review 36 (May 1963): 98; "Archbishop
Orders Alabama High, Grade Schools To Integrate," Southern Cross, 30 April
1964; Andrew S. Moore, The Souths Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in Alabama
and Georgia, 1945-1970 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2007),
119-20;Jack Sisson, e-mail message to author, 15 November 2006.
14. Rodriquez-Soto, "The Builder," 18; Ana Rodriquez-Soto, "The Visionary:
Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy," in A People Called ... To Faith, Prayer and Love,
ed. Rodriquez-Soto, 19.
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Nevertheless, in the early 1960s Carroll began to close Mrican
American churches and schools. In 1962, he closed St. Martin Day,
· a black school in Fort Pierce, both to save money and to desegregate St. Anastasia's Parochial School. However, Mrican American
Catholics who disagreed with their bishop's approach were not passive. Members of Miami's Holy Redeemer Church, pastored by the
Josephites, successfully resisted Carroll's plan to close the parish
and have its members attend Corpus Christi, a white parish. 15
As civil rights protests against segregation mounted in Florida, Carroll assumed a significant role in local efforts to meet Mrican American demands in the interests of a peaceful transition to
desegregation. When he became aware that Mrican Americans
were organizing a march in downtown Miami in 1963 to protest
against segregation, Carroll met the organizers in the Mrican
American ghetto of Liberty City. Mterwards, he fulfilled a promise
he made to meet with white leaders, warning them that black protests would harm the tourist trade. Having convincingly made his
point, Carroll announced "I'm taking three black people to lunch
in a Miami department store and they're going to use the bathroom afterward." The bishop did so, and the protesters cancelled
the march. 16
Carroll's increasing willingness to become directly involved in
matters of secular racial justice was influenced by papal statements
and the Second Vatican Council, which met in Rome between 1962
and 1965. The Council called on Catholics to become involved in
the world's problems, promoted ecumenicalism, and condemned
racial discrimination. In April 1963, Pope John XXIII denounced
racism in the encyclical Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth). The pontiff stated that "racial discrimination can in no way be justified,"
called for "the elimination of every trace of racism," and declared
"men cannot by nature be superior to others since all enjoy an
equal natural dignity." The encyclical also asserted the duty of the
oppressed to claim their rightsY
In April 1963, Carroll convened a meeting at his chancery of
Miami's lay and religious leaders, African American and white, who
15. Walsh, "A Many-splendored People," 35; McNally, Catholicism in South Florida,
93, 192, 221.
16. Rodriquez-Soto, "The Builder," 16.
17. Pope John XXIII, Pacem in Terris: Encyclical Letter of Pope john XXIII, April 11,
1963 (Washington, D.C.: National Catholic Welfare Conference, 1963), 12
(first quotation) , 22 (second and third quotations).
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agreed to form a committee to study equal rights. In June, the committee produced a statement that declared "racial prejudice, discrimination and segregation are a violation of justice and an affront to
the dignity of man" and called for "equality without discrimination
of any kind in employment, education, housing, hospitals, public
accommodations, labor unions, job training, political organizations,
recreation and worship." Carroll presided over the meeting that
issued the statement and ordered his pastors to read it in every Catholic church in the diocese. Besides Carroll, the signatories included
Bishop James L. Duncan, Suffragan Bishop of the South Florida
Episcopal Diocese, Rabbi Solomon Schiff, president of the Greater
Miami Rabbinical Association, Luther G. Pierce, executive director
of the Greater Miami Council of Churches, the Reverend Edward
T. Graham, head of the Negro Ministerial Alliance, Rabbi Joseph A.
Narot of the American Jewish Committee, and the Reverend Theodore R. Gibson, president of the Miami chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) .18
Soon after, Carroll successfully presented the committee's
recommendation for the city to create an advisory community
relations board to an emergency meeting of Miami's Metro
Commission. Along with other religious leaders, he served on a
city commission to recommend people to serve on the soon to
be established Dade County Community Relations Board, and
became the Board's first chairman, serving in that position for two
years. Whereas most Catholic prelates in the South kept aloof from
or were hostile toward civil rights organizations, Carroll claimed to
be "on very close friendly terms with the head of [Miami] CORE
[Congress of Racial Equality]" as well as with Gibson. The Miami
News described the Board, which included George A. Simpson,
vice president of the Miami NAACP, and Dr. John 0. Brown, vice
chairman of Miami's CORE chapter, as the county's "most effective
weapon against the racial strife that has plagued other cities." 19
18.

19.

..
("I

"Religious Leaders Score Racism," Voice, 7 June 1963 (quotations); Coleman
F. Carroll, "Diocesan and Religious Involvement in Human Relations," 30 July
1965, 6-7, folder 19, box 3, series 33, NCCIJ Records;JohnJ. Ward, "Good Race
Relations Promoted," Voice, 4 ovember 1966.
" ew Metro Board To Deal With Race Problems Here," Voice, 14 June 1963;
"Form Race Commission Here," and "Community Relations Board Appointed
In Dade County," Voice, 21 June 1963. Carroll, "Diocesan and Religious
Involvement in Human Relations," July 1965, 7-8 (first quotation on page 8);
Ward, "Good Race Relations Promoted" (second quotation); "Panel Discusses
Better egro Housing Here," Voice, 12 June 1964. Some sources refer to the
board as the Metro Community Relations Board.
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Carroll's involvement anticipated the direction charted by the
American Catholic hierarchy. In August 1963, the nation's cardinals
and bishops issued a joint pastoral letter "On Racial Harmony" that
reaffirmed their 1958 statement condemning segregation and quoted from Pacem in Terris. The letter urged Catholics "to make the quest
for racial harmony a matter of personal involvement" and affirmed,
"We should do our part to see that voting, jobs, housing, education
and public facilities are freely available to every American." 20
In early 1964, Carroll established a Diocesan Council on
Human Rights, chaired by Father John F. Kieran, the Josephite pastor of Miami's Holy Redeemer Church. In April, the council urged
public officials and other leaders to work "toward the total elimination of discrimination and segregation in our communities," and,
in reference to the federal civil rights bill that would outlaw segregated public accommodations, it exhorted "all Catholics to support
the passage on national and community levels of adequate and just
civil rights legislation to guarantee equal protection for the rights
of all men under the sanction of laws." Designed to address prejudice through education, the council held seminars and workshops
on human relations and worked with diocesan and parish groups. 21
The Voice, the diocesan newspaper Carroll established in 1959,
also supported the federal civil rights bill. Carroll, who maintained
close control of the newspaper, had brought its editor,JohnJ. Ward,
with him from Pittsburgh. In March 1964, a Voice editorial declared
in support of the civil rights bill, "While the rights of individual
states most certainly have to be guarded, there are times when the
common good demands that the federal government exert every
effort to encourage states to end racial discrimination." 22
20.

"On Racial HarmonyJoint Pastoral Letter of the Bishops of the United States,"
1963, folder 5, box 17, series 33, NCCIJ Records.
21. Coleman F. Carroll, "Diocesan and Religious Involvement in Human Relations," 6
July 1965; "Public Officials Called On To Ban All Discrimination," (quotations) and
Edward A McCarthy, "Relations Council Aims To Improve Lot Of Many," Voice, 24
April1964; "Racial Equality A Moral Issue, Bishop Declares," Voice, 22 May 1964; "Panel
Discusses Better Negro Housing Here"; "Action Growing on Segregation," Alarrw
Messenger, 21June 1964; "Challenge OfHrnnan Rights Topic Of Conference Sunday,"
Voice, 24July 1964; "It's Up to Individual To Make Civil Rights Work, Panel Says," Voice,
31July 1964; "Hrnnan Relations Council To Discuss Jobs, Housing," Voice, 26 February
1965; "Sessions On Negro Housing, Unemployment Saturday," Voice, 26 March 1965;
"Negro Education Stressed," Voice, 2 April1965; "Bishop Will Be Honored As Leader
In Hrnnanities," Voice, 18 November 1966; McNally, Catholicism in South Florida, 193.
22. "Bishop Carroll Introduces New Diocesan Paper," Voice, 20 March 1959;
"Monahan Editor Of Voice; Ward Contributing Editor," Voice, 1 July 1966; "A
Debate All Should Watch," Voice, 13 March 1964 (quotation).
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In editorials and the syndicated columns it published, the Voice
challenged claims made by opponents of the bill that morality
could not be legislated and the movement was communist influenced. In an April editorial, the newspaper stated "Obviously the
real progress made [in eliminating racial discrimination] in many
places the past few years would be still generations away from realization, if the moral pressure of law had not been applied to local
officials and citizens." Another editorial that month declared "The
fact that there are some known communists very active in a few of
the Negro organizations can lead many Americans to the wrong
conclusion, namely, that the whole campaign to attain civil rights is
communist inspired." Rather than criticizing the civil rights movement's leaders, the editorial argued, "We ought to continue to support their program of non-violence in the quest of justice. "23
However, some of the laity opposed both civil rights and the diocese's stand on the issue. In May 1964, Carroll reminded the Miami
Catholic Teachers Guild of the need for education among "our own
people" regarding racial prejudice and misunderstanding. Although
it did not publish readers' letters at this time, a Voice editorial in the
same month acknowledged that "In recent weeks The Voice has
been receiving letters opposed to this paper's stand on civil rights.
Some readers have taken issue with the Diocesan Council of Human
Relations program as well as with Voice editorials, attempting to justify their stand by claiming the civil rights problem is strictly political." The paper was robust in its response, stating, "This attitude,
it appears to us, is a lame and unreasonable excuse for remaining
prejudiced." The editorial quoted extensively from the American
Catholic hierarchy's 1958 statement on racial discrimination before
concluding that "It's a moral and religious act to struggle for the
rights of our fellow man. No one by appealing to right reason can
brush this off as a merely political maneuver." 24

23.

·~,.

24.

"Racial Bias In All Sections," Voice, 17 April 1964 (first quotation); "A Few
Wild Leaders Hurt Whole Civil Rights Cause," Voice, 24 April 1964 (second
and third quotations) ; John B. Sheerin , "1954 Court Decision Was Start Of
Rights Revolution ," Voice, 8 May 1964; "Civil Rightists Encouraged," Voice, 22
May 1964; John B. Sherrin, "We Can Solve Race Problem By Eliminating All
Injustice," Voice, 19 June 1964;]. D. Conway, "No Moral Issue Involved In Civil
Rights?," Voice, 26June 1964.
"Fight Bias, Teachers Urged," Voice, 29 May 1964 (first quotation) ; "Fighting
For Equal Rights A Moral Act, Not Political," Voice, 8 May 1964 (second, third
and fourth quotations).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol90/iss1/1

76

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 90, Number 1

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF MIAMI

73

There was also some overt lay support for civil rights. In May
1964, the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women's annual conven- tion unanimously adopted resolutions pledging support to the
Diocesan Council on Human Relations in its call for an end to
racial discrimination and segregation in south Florida. That same
month, a panel on racial discrimination at the Diocesan Council of
Men's annual convention called for Mrican Americans to receive
equal rights in education, employment and housing. Panel member Joseph F. Jennings, who was chairman of the Miami Diocesan
Catholic Lawyers Guild, urged audience members to write to their
congressmen urging them to vote for the civil rights bilJ.2 5
By contrast, Archbishop Hurley was silent about the civil rights
bill, and when Martin Luther King Jr. asked him in June 1964 to
support civil rights protests against segregation in the city of St.
Augustine, Hurley refused. The archbishop believed that communism permeated the movement, and he opposed the demonstrations as disruptive to law and order, writing in his diary, "Those who
dislike the law should go to the courts." Nevertheless, local Mrican
American Catholics participated in the protests. Monsignor John
P. Burns read an announcement in the Cathedral of St. Augustine,
written by Hurley, asking Catholics not to take part in the demonstrations. Mter segregationists attacked civil rights protesters, the
leaders of the Diocese of St. Augustine were silent, but in Miami
the Voice argued that "the shameful spectacle of St. Augustine now"
and past acts of racial violence against Mrican Americans "forces
us to believe that the big stick of the law has to be resorted to when
justice obviously will not be served otherwise." 26
In July 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the civil rights
bill into law. Aware of Carroll's leading role in the Dade County
25.
26.

"Diocesan Council of Women Pledges Aid To Equal Rights," Voice, 1 May 1964;
"Panel Discusses Race Bias," Voice, 29 May 1964.
Gallagher, "Patriot Bishop," 464-72; Charles R Gallagher, "The Catholic
Church, Martin Luther King Jr. and the March in St. Augustine," Florida
Historical Quarterly 83 (Fall 2004): 149-72 (first quotation on page 165);
Barbara Vickers, interview by author, 11 August 2006; Michael Gannon,
telephone interview by author, 10 August 2006; "Statement Regarding Racial
Unrest Read At Cathedral Masses," St. Augustine Record, 15 June 1964; "St.
Augustine pastor seeks end to strife," Florida Catholic, 19 June 1964; David R
Colburn, Racial Change and Community Crisis: St. Augustine, Florida, 1877-1980
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1985), 162; "We Should Agree Rights
Legislation Was Needed," Voice, 26 June 1964 (second and third quotations);
Michael Newton, The Invisible Empire: The Ku Klux Klan in Florida (Gainesville:
University Press ofFlorida, 2001), 169-70.
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Community Relations Board, Johnson subsequently appointed Carroll to the National Citizens Committee for Community Relations,
an entity established to encourage compliance. In a letter to priests
under his authority, Carroll declared on the Voice's front page:
Realism demands that we recognize the possibility of nonacceptance of this law in practice in some areas of our country. However, even this undesirable reaction should not
cause our people to lose patience or to become sympathetic
to any programs advocating violence or terror tactics.
We very much need to pray fervently that all men may
come to recognize the image of God in each other and no
longer allow the color of a person's skin to be accepted as a
reason for denying his God-given rights as a human being.
In meeting with Catholic groups, such as the St. Vincent de
Paul Societies in Broward County, Carroll regularly called on their
members to support the Civil Rights ActY
In July 1964, Father Kiernan organized a conference on human
rights held at Barry College. The panelists included Mrican American and white speakers, Catholic and non-Catholic, and a local
rights activist, Weldon Rogeau of CORE's Miami chapter. Colonel
Claud Clark, a retired United States army officer, member of Holy
Redeemer parish and president of the Miami chapter of the Urban
League told the conference "The Negro today is a new Negro. He
is responding to the cries of his own heart and there is a mood of
impatience as he seeks equal housing, education and job opportunities. This new spirit is permanent. There is no going back." The
Josephite Harvest, which reported the participation of several black
and white Josephite panelists, noted that "250 students and teachers arrived for the first of four panels," but "A greater turnout had
been hoped for; there was reluctance and opposition from some
quarters." Nevertheless, the magazine judged the event "a success,"
claiming that "many had come to hear an adult discussion on racial
and social problems for the first time in their own area. "28
27.

28.

··.;

"Bishop Will Be Honored As Leader In Humanities"; "Bishop Carroll 'Man of
Year' In Dade"; "Reverently Obey Civil Rights Law, Bishop Urges," Voice, 10 July
1964 (quotation); "De Paul Men Asked to Help Migrants, Back Civil Rights,"
Voice, 24July 1964.
"Challenge Of Human Rights Topic Of Conference Sunday," Voice, 24July 1964;
"It's Up To Individual To Make Civil Rights Work, Panel Says" (first quotation);
"Miami" and John Byrne, "Miami Meeting," ]osephite Harvest 76 Quly-August
1964): 18, 20-21 (second, third, fourth and fifth quotations on page 21).
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Bishop Carroll was as concerned by the economic and educational consequences of segregation as he was by its inherently
discriminatory nature. Consequently, he permitted Monsignor
Bryan Walsh to become director of the South Florida Economic
Opportunity Development Council, Inc., that included "welfare
agencies and institutions of the Diocese of Miami," and secured
a federal grant of $279,200 in 1965 to help fund a Neighborhood
Youth Corps project, an education and jobs program for 500 youths
between sixteen and twenty-one years old. Although open to all
applicants regardless of race or religion, Mrican Americans were
the program's major beneficiaries because of their disproportionate poverty. 29
In March 1965, the Diocesan Council on Human Relations
organized a workshop on employment and housing held at Biscayne College with Kiernan and Clark leading the employment
session. Carroll told the workshop, "There is no question in my
mind that the so-called equal but separate program did not work.
The educational results attained under Negro schools here were
substandard." 30
In spring 1965, the Mrican American struggle for equality
focused on Selma, Alabama, where state troopers beat and tear
gassed protesters marching for voting rights . At the request of
Martin Luther King Jr. clergy, nuns, rabbis and lay people, the vast
majority of them from outside the South, converged on Selma and
joined the protests. Archbishop Toolen deplored the presence of
Catholic clergy and nuns in the demonstrations, although he also
condemned the murder of Boston, Massachusetts, Unitarian minister James]. Reeb by racist hoodlumsY
Toolen received letters of support from lay Catholics in the
Diocese of Miami for his condemnation of the presence of Catholic
religious officials in the Selma protests. John F. Rieckelman of Fort
Lauderdale wrote to Toolen, "Why must we as catholics loose the
respect as a religion we have gained through all these years by some
29.

30.

31.

"Economic Opportunity Council Gets U.S. Aid," Voice, 5 March 1965
(quotation); "Diocese 'Poverty War' Plan To Put 500 Youth To Work," Voice, 9
April1965.
"Human Relations Council To Discuss jobs, Housing," Voice, 26 February 1965;
"Sessions On Negro Housing, Unemployment Saturday," Voice, 26 March 1965;
" egro Education Stressed," Voice, 2 April 1965 (quotation) .
Gregory Nelson Hite, "'The Hottest Places in Hell': The Catholic Church and
Civil Rights in Selma, Alabama, 1937-1965" (PhD diss., University ofVirginia,
2002)' 272-320.
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few participating in such a rowdy demonstration?" 32 Opposition to
the participation of Catholic clergy and nuns in the Selma protests
did not necessarily correlate with opposition to civil rights. Layman
Thomas S. Boling of West Palm Beach, a migrant from Kentucky,
complimented Toolen's "courage" in condemning clerical involvement, but he also informed the archbishop, "In South Florida we
are gradually integrating and without the aid of crusaders from the
North. I hope it continues." 33
Carroll made a forthright response to the events in Selma.
As chairman of the Dade County Community Relations Board,
he sent telegrams to President Johnson and Alabama Governor
George C. Wallace expressing the board's "feelings of outrage at
the shockingly brutal treatment which officers of the state of Alabama accorded American citizens who sought to practice the principles of good citizenship." Carroll directed that Sunday masses in
his diocese include public prayers "for the repose of the soul of
James]. Reeb, Unitarian minister who was viciously attacked and
murdered while he was attempting to bear Christian witness to
the dignity and equality of all men." The bishop celebrated Mass
in Miami's Holy Redeemer Church telling the parishioners that
the Mass had been celebrated so that "God, the Holy Spirit, might
enlighten the minds of men in our wonderful country who because
of ignorance or prejudice fail to recognize the fact that all men are
children of God and consequently enjoy the blessings, right and
privileges attached to this fact. "34
The Voice endorsed the voting rights bill, introduced in the
wake of the Selma demonstrations by President Johnson, as a necessary corrective to discrimination. The paper editorialized, "Men
like the glib, myopic Governor Wallace and his henchmen are forcing the government to cross State boundaries in order to eliminate the evil of discrimination and to pressure local officials into
recognizing the constitutional rights of its citizens." Sensitive to
criticisms that the bill, enacted later that summer, would unduly
increase the power of the federal government, the editorial con-

'{
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~\~
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32. John F. Rieckelman to Thomas]. Toolen , 24 March 1965, folder "letters fav. to
Toolen," box "Selma Demonstrations March 1965," Toolen Papers.
33. Thomas S. Boling to Thomas]. Toolen, 29 March 1965, folder "letters fav. to
Toolen," box "Selma Demonstrations March 1965," Toolen Papers.
34 . "Diocese Prays For All Involved In Tragic Selma Racial Struggle," Voice, 19
March 1965.
35. "Vote Rights Law Adoption Will Be Answer To Selma," Voice, 19 March 1965.
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eluded, "We will never maintain a happy balance between the Federal government and States' rights, unless local officials are willing
to honor the constitutional rights of all citizens." 35
InAprill965, the Diocesan Council of Catholic Men continued
its efforts to build support for civil rights by sponsoring an Institute
on Race Relations at Marymount College, a women'sjunior college
in Palm Beach County run by the Religious of the Sacred Heart of
Mary. Council member James V. Dolan told the institute that "We
must go beyond slogans and generalizations about color, and realize that all of us are human beings, men, women and children, all
sharing the same human nature and dignity, with the same desires,
hopes and feelings." Dr. George Simpson of the Miami NAACP also
spoke to the gathering about the "Effect of Discrimination Upon
the Negro." 36
The diocese-sponsored Neighborhood Youth Corps project
began in Dade County in April, with participants drawn from
families with incomes below $3000 per year. The South Florida
Economic Opportunity Council, Inc. assigned enrollees work in
diocesan agencies, such as schools, colleges and hospitals. However, Bishop Carroll conceded in the summer that "One of the greatest difficulties we have in Miami at the present time is to try to get
the hundreds of Negroes, young boys, interested." 37
Bishop Carroll continued to take an active role in trying to
shape Catholic and public opinion about race relations. Alongside
the other prelates of the Province of Atlanta, headed by Archbishop Paul]. Hallinan, Carroll signed a joint pastoral letter in June
which, influenced by the Second Vatican Council, affirmed that
"Every man is morally due the blessings ofliberty and justice. Equal
opportunity of education, housing and employment is his right."
The letter was read on Pentecost Sunday in every Catholic church
of the five dioceses concerned. 38
36.

"Institute On Race Relations To Be Held At Marymount," Voice, 2 April 1965;
"'Chtistian Charity' Urged As Means Of Racial Justice ," Voice, 9 April 1965
(quotations); McNally, Catholicism in South Florida, 182.
37. "Diocese 'Poverty War' Plan To Put 500 Youth To Work"; Carroll, "Diocesan
and Religious Involvement in Human Relations," July 1965, 8-9 (quotation).
38. "Southern Bishops Issue Appeal for Racial Justice & Religious Harmony," North
Carolina Catholic, 6 June 1965 (quotation); "Southern Bishops Take Stand In
Defense of Racial Justice," Alamo Messenger, 4June 1965. The signatories were
Archbishop Paul]. Hallinan of Atlanta, Bishop Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh ,
Bishop Ernest L. Unterkoefler of Charleston, Bishop Thomas]. McDonough
of Savannah, Bishop Coleman F. Carroll of Miami, and Auxiliary Bishop
Charles B. McLaughlin of Raleigh.
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A month later, Carroll was one of five southern bishops who
attended a three day conference in Atlanta on human relations,
~ponsored by the Archdiocese of Atlanta and organized by the
National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice (NCCIJ), an
unofficial Catholic organization headquartered in Chicago that
coordinated Catholic civil rights action. Speakers included the Reverends Andrew]. Young and C. T. Vivian of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, Rudolph Lombard of CORE, and Leslie
Dunbar of the Southern Regional Council. Carroll spoke about
"The obligation of the Bishop and priests to educate our people in
their responsibilities in human relations" and emphasized the use
of pastoral letters, clergy conferences, parochial schools, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine classes, and the diocesan newspaper
in fulfilling this role. He also pointed to the work of the Diocesan
Council on Human Relations in providing "education in adult
classes in many, many parishes throughout the diocese." 39
Carroll reviewed the progress made toward desegregation in
the Diocese of Miami during his tenure. He noted that "There
was not one single adverse incident in the integration of either
high schools or elementary schools" and claimed that "Hospitals ...
gradually adjusted their policies and educated their staff to face the
decisions to remove the color bar wherever it may have appeared."
Carroll stated that he had closed several Mrican American Catholic
churches and would not create any further black parishes, instead
encouraging blacks to attend white territorial parishes. 40
39.

40.

..

"Southern Catholics' Meet Set On Human Relations Today," Georgia Bulletin,
29 July 1965; "Catholic Leaders of the South Discuss Changing Racial Issues,"
Catholic Rural Life 14 (September 1965): 9, folder 4, box 25, Archives of the
Diocese of Savannah, GA; Carroll, "Diocesan and Religious Involvement in
Human Relations,"July 1965, 1-11 (first quotation on page 4; second quotation
on page 6); Gerard E. Sherry, "Says Clergy Must Teach Catholics To Fight
Injustice," Georgia Bulletin, 5 August 1965. The five prelates who attended were
Carroll, Hallinan, Bishop John J. Russell of Virginia, Bishop Victor Reed of
Oklahoma City, and Bishop Charles F. Greco of Alexandria, Louisiana. There
are two versions of Carroll's speech in the NCCIJ Records (folder 4, box 2,
series 30): an eleven page and a seven page version. The Voice published the
shorter, more polished version of the speech with minor changes. For the most
part, this article relies on the longer version which is a little more revealing.
"Religious Involvement In Human Relations," Voice, 6 August 1965.
Carroll, "Diocesan and Religious Involvement in Human Relations,''july 1965,
5. In the Voice version of the speech, Carroll stated "We found it advisable to
avoid the creation of Negro parishes. Several have been closed and parish
boundaries re-drawn so that the members may recognize the so-called 'white
parish' as their own." "Religious Involvement In Human Relations."
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Although the Diocese of Miami clergy do not seem to have
participated in civil rights demonstrations, Carroll offered cautious approval for such protests and clergy and nuns' involvement.
"When done in conformity with the law and in respect for right
order," he declared, "peaceful marches seeking to emphasize the
non-violent approach may be helpful when necessary to the cause
and in certain instances." 4 1
The bishop also reflected on the work of the Dade County Community Relations Board under his chairmanship. He declared that "It
has succeeded to an admirable degree in establishing non-discriminatory employment policies in county and municipal governments, in
the elimination of discriminatory employment on public works projects, holding a two day seminar on housing urging local public accommodations legislation, [and] announcing non-discriminatory policies
in many places of public accommodations." Carroll accorded primary
importance to the "mutual respect and the mutual trust" that the eighteen board members had developed for one another. 42
Although Carroll focused the bulk of his speech on Mrican
Americans, he justified his policy of closing black parishes by citing
the experience of Cuban refugees in Miami after Fidel Castro's revolution in 1959. Carroll claimed that "From the beginning the Cuban
people readily adapted themselves to membership in whatever parish they lived. Gradually in the past six years they have come to feel
at home and to take part in spiritual and organizational activities."43
However, there were growing tensions between Mrican Americans and Cubans as they competed for jobs and housing. In late
1965, the Diocesan Council of Human Relations created a Committee on Negro-Cuban Mfairs "to foster and promote the continuation of intergroup harmony." Athalie Range, a member of Holy
Redeemer parish and a businesswoman who owned a funeral parlor, chaired the committee. Earlier in the year, Carroll had awarded
Range a gold medal for meritorious service to the diocese, and she
had also been one of the principal speakers at the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women's annual convention in April. 44
41.
42.

Ibid, 10.
"Religious Involvem ent In Human Relations" (first quotation ); Carroll,
"Diocesan and Religious Involvement in Human Relations," July 1965, 7-8
(second quotation on page 8) .
43. Carroll, "Diocesan and Religious Involvement in Human Relations," July 1965, 6.
44. "Diocese Forms Committee On Negro-Cuban Affairs," Voice, 5 November 1965
(quotation) ; Mohl, "The Pattern of Race Relations in Miami since the 1920s,"
351-54.
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The appointment of Sister Marie Infanta Gonzales, originally
from New Orleans and a member of the Oblate Sisters of Providence, as director of the Culmer Day Care Center in an Mrican
American Miami district, also marked greater public prominence
for Mrican Americans in the diocese. Gonzalez took her position at
the Center operated by the South Florida Economic Opportunity
Program, Inc., injune 1966. 45
In the same year, John P. Sisson, director of the NCCIJ's Southern Field Service, which encouraged bishops along with interested
clergy and laity to desegregate their dioceses, was impressed by the
progress made by the diocese under Carroll's leadership. Sisson
wrote "The Diocese of Miami is very solid in regard to integration of
all institutions, and all Negro parishes except one in Dade County
[Holy Redeemer] have been eliminated. Bishop Carroll has given
great leadership as chairman of the Dade County Commission on
Human Rights, and through the diocesan commission which he
established." Sisson also compared the progress of the Diocese of
Miami with that of its northern neighbor, writing, "In St. Augustine, in spite of Archbishop Hurley's extreme conservatism in many
matters, the schools have been officially integrated for 7 or 8 years,
although there are precious few Negroes in white schools." The
Miami Urban League shared Sisson's positive assessment of Carroll, honoring him in November 1966 for his "outstanding dedication and distinguished achievements" in fostering human relations
and equal opportunity. 46
While civil rights advocates within and outside the Catholic
Church appreciated the bishop's contribution, Sisson noted in
February 1967 that "Carroll's leadership in human relations has
left him dangerously exposed as regards his relations with pastors
and laity." Nevertheless, Carroll remained undaunted and as historian Father Michael McNally noted, "he was not afraid to be controversial and confrontational, in fact he rather relished in it." 47

45.

"Nun Heads Anti-Poverty Project Here"; "Sister Will Direct Two Child Centers,"
Voice, 23June 1967.
46. John P. Sisson to Walter B. Clancy, 4 March 1966 (first and second quotations),
folder 6, box 2, series 33, NCCIJ Records; "Bishop Will Be Honored As Leader
in Humanities" (third quotation).
47. Jack Sisson to Matt Ahmann and Tom Gibbons, "Project Equality and other
matters in the Diocese of Miami," 23 February 1967 (first quotation) , folder
31, box 5, series 11 , NCCIJ Records; Rodriquez-Soto, "The Builder," 18 (second
quotation).
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In March 1968, Carroll became the president and chairman
of the board of the newly-formed South Florida Citizens Housing
Foundation, Inc., which planned to use low-interest loans provided by Dade County bankers to enable local contractors to build
low-cost housing for low-income families. He announced in May
that St. John Vianney Seminary in Miami would host a two-week
residential camping program for underprivileged youths in Dade
County funded by the Miami Herald. 48
The Vatican seemed satisfied by Carroll's performance as it
appointed him archbishop of the new Archdiocese of Miami in
May 1968. Although the new archdiocese lost eight counties to the
newly-erected Dioceses of St. Petersburg and Orlando, the nearly
400,000 Catholics remaining within its boundaries represented a
doubling of the number Carroll had inherited ten years before
because of continuing migration from other parts of the United
States and the influx of Cuban refugees. 49
Overcrowding and high rents were a particular problem for
Mrican Americans in Miami. Consequently, in the summer of 1968
the Voice ran a series about housing shortages in the city's black
ghetto to publicize the issue and generate support for Carroll's
focus on housing. However, the letters pages of the Voice indicate
a divided response from readers. Two readers objected to a sympathetic article about a female ghetto resident with eight children but
no husband. Helen Rolk of Lake Worth argued that the woman was
responsible for her situation and undeserving of pity and declared,
"I am going to lose and give up my Catholicity if I hear and read
much more about this." Peter]. Samkovitch lambasted what he
described as "the ill-bred, ill-mannered, lazy, immoral, free-sexed,
irresponsible, inconsiderate, brazenly defiant, inhuman, dishonest
booze and drug crazed Negroes who are being used by the Communist agents working all over the world to loot, burn and destroy
the white man and all democracies of the world." 50
However, other readers were more appreciative of the Voice's
coverage of ghetto poverty. Marie Piquet of North Miami argued
48.
49.

50.

"Diocese Picks Weapons For Sharp Step-Up In War Against Poverty," Voice, 3
May 1968.
"Bishop Coleman F. Carroll Named First Archbishop," Voice, 10 May 1968;
Rodriquez-Soto, "The Builder," 18. The Archdiocese of Miami consisted of
Broward, Collier, Dade, Hendry, Glades, Martin, Monroe, and Palm Beach
counties.
"Understand Negro- First Step In Aid," Voice, 5 July 1968; letters from Helen
Rolk and Peter J. Samkovitch to the Voice, 12 July 1968.
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that Rolk had missed the fact that until recently the woman featured in the article had a husband and her children a father and
asked "why living with her husband and welcoming the children
God blessed them with is expecting the world to take care of her
pleasure!" Vicki Owoc of Miramar welcomed the Voice's articles and
asked, "How many of us in our smug middle class neighborhoods
have ever reached out and responded to those less fortunate than
we? How many of us have ever looked into a black face and admitted
to ourselves that this person was created by God in His image and
likeness?" Although the Voice published as many letters that were
condemnatory as supportive of its coverage of ghetto poverty, it is
not clear if they reflected the balance of opinion in letters received. 51
Frustrated by poverty, discrimination and competition for jobs
with Cuban refugees, in August 1968 Mrican Americans rioted in
Miami. Later that month, Monsignor Bryan Walsh became head of
the consultant research division of the Greater Miami Coalition, Inc.,
a biracial group formed to "fashion a new social, economic, political
and moral climate that will make it possible to break the cycle of
urban problems." Carroll sat on the coalition's board of trustees. 52
Mter years of evasion and token change, segregation remained
a feature of the public school system. In January 1970, federal
judge C. Clyde Atkins, a former president of the Diocesan Council
of Catholic Men, ordered Dade County public schools to complete
school desegregation immediately. The Voice editorialized that
"The court's decision is entirely in keeping with repeated interpretations of justice and equal opportunity in education. It represents
the law for us and must be respected as such." Aware that some segregationists might seek to enroll their children in Catholic schools
where desegregation remained largely token, Father Francis Lechiara, archdiocesan coordinator for state aid, announced that "In
order to help desegregation in public schools, we will accept no
transfers from public schools for the time being." 53
51.

52.

53.

Marie Piquet to the Voice, 19 July 1968; Vicki Owoc to the Voice, 26 July 1968.
See also Father Michael Sullivan to the Voice, 19 July 1968, Dorothy ]. Ross to
the Voice, 26July 1968, and "A disgusted Catholic" to the Voice, 16August 1968.
Mohl, "The Pattern of Race Relations in Miami since the 1920s," 354-55; "Priest
named for top spot," Texas Catholic Herald, press clipping dated 23 August 1968
(quotation), folder 19, box 3, series 33, NCCIJ Records.
"Let's Hope Ruling On Desegregation Ends School Bias," Voice, 16 January
1970 (first quotation); "Catholic schools throughout south hit segregationists,"
Catholic Commentator, 17 April 1970 (second quotation); "Institute On Race
Relations To Be Held At Marymount."

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol90/iss1/1

86

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 90, Number 1

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF MIAMI

83

Rather than achieving integration, the archdiocese's closure
of all but two of its Mrican American schools played a role in many
Protestant enrollees entering the public school system. Furthermore, the closure of many of their schools and churches led many
black Catholics, who were unwilling to accept their loss, to leave
the Church, especially as Mrican Americans were becoming more
conscious of and desirous of celebrating their identity and culture.
Some black Catholics who transferred to formerly white churches
and schools did not feel welcome, and consequently some of them
also drifted away from the Church. 54
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, the Archdiocese of Miami
continued to maintain three Mrican American churches but as
Carroll explained, "We are doing little to expand this type of work
as it does not seem to meet the needs [of Mrican Americans]." Consequently, the archdiocese focused much of its work with blacks on
"various programs of service hoping to teach the Negro that the
Church is concerned with his needs." The programs focused on
day care centers, assistance to migrant farm workers, and collaborative efforts with the federal government and local organizations to
provide housing for low-income families, job training and urban
renewal. 5 5
As the 1970s progressed, the archdiocese's focus on Mrican
Americans declined, reflecting a national declension from racial
issues and the rise to prominence of new issues, such as the first
arrivals of Catholic Haitian refugees. Father McNally noted that
"A flurry of jointly sponsored government Church programs for
blacks in the late 1960s and early 1970s quickly faded for either
by lack of funding or lack of interest." In 1972, the archdiocese
declined to participate in a nationwide collection for the National Office of Black Catholics, established two years before to serve
Mrican American Catholic interests. Father T. Noel Fogarty, Carroll's spokesman, argued that the archdiocese "heavily subsidized"
its black parishes and a special offering "would hurt the regular
support of the parishes." In 1973, the archdiocese provided food,
accommodation and legal services for sixty-two Haitian refugees

54.
55.

McNally, Catholicism in South Florida, 221; McCarron, "Catholic Schools in
Florida," 181-82.
Our Negro and Indian Missions, January 1968, 12-14 (quotations), January
1969, ll-13,January 1970, 7-10,January 1971, 7-20,January 1972, 7-20,January
1974, 18-20, ASS].
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who arrived in Miami after a month at sea. Carroll urged the federal government to give them asylum. 56
Christ the King Parish, located in the Richmond heights area
of Miami, presented a rare example of successful church integration with white Anglo, Hispanic and black parishioners. In january
1976, Carroll reported to the Commission for the Catholic Missions
among the Colored People and the Indians that "Black children
attend classes at all levels of our educational system," but he also
noted that "Two schools have a predominantly black enrollment." 57
When Carroll died in july 1977, long-standing residential segregation, exacerbated by white flight, meant that Mrican American
and white Catholics still largely lived in different areas. And while
the diocese had abandoned segregation partly in the largely misplaced belief that the large numbers of white Catholic migrants
from outside the South were mostly amenable to desegregation,
many of the migrants, like many longer established white Catholics, neither favored nor sought integration. White Catholic parents were seldom willing to send their children to largely Mrican
American schools. Many black Catholics had, for their part, left the
Church, alienated by Carroll's implementation of desegregation at
the cost of their institutions. Undoubtedly well intentioned, Carroll's desegregation policy had not produced the integration he
had envisaged, and as the 1970s progressed, the diocese's ministry
to blacks widened beyond Mrican Americans to include growing
numbers of Haitian refugees and in 1980, a new influx of Cuban
refugees, many of them black or of mixed race. 58
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McNally, Catholicism in South Florida, 221-24 (first quotation on page 221, 224);
"Special Collection for blacks refused in Miami diocese," National Catholic
Reporter 8 (20 October 1972): 2 (second and third quotations); Jim Lackey,
"Church concern for Haitians not new," Voice, 23 May 1980.
Walsh, "A Many-splendored People," 36; McNally, Catholicism in South Florida,
224; Our Negro and Indian Missions, January 1976, 7-11 (quotation), ASS].
Mohl, "The Pattern of Race Relations in Miami since the 1920s," 328-31, 338;
Dunn, "The Illusion of Moderation," 35; McNally, Catholicism in South Florida,
224.
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Book Reviews
Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
Assumed Identities: The Meanings of Race in the Atlantic World. Edited
by John D. Garrigus and Christopher Morris. (College Station:
Texas A&M University Press, 2010. Acknowledgements,
illustrations, index. Pp. x, 168. $29.95 cloth.)

The five essays comprising this volume combine the analytical perspectives of identity studies with the concept of a unified
Atlantic World in a successful effort to illustrate how race was defined during the eras prior to the twentieth century in parts of
Europe, the American South, Brazil, and the circum-Caribbean.
In so doing, the emphasis focuses uniformly on subaltern populations, especially Mrican Americans, Native Americans, and people
of mixed racial identities. Each of these essays was presented as
a paper at the 2007 annual Walter Prescott Webb Lectures at the
University of Texas at Arlington where the volume's two editors,
John D. Garrigus and Christopher Morris, serve as members of the
History Department.
An introduction to this book by Caribbean historian Franklin
W. Knight provides a timely overview of the various complexities
associated with assessing both identity and race in the Atlantic
World from the colonial era to the nineteenth century. Knight's
analysis drives home the differences between identity and race,
which can sometimes be difficult to define. Although Knight appropriately avoids explicit definitions, his analysis of the inherent
complexities involved in both concepts does afford the reader
with a sophisticated understanding of identity and race as tools
of historical analysis.
[85]
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Of the two, identity can be especially problematical for the historian because its analysis involves considering the self-perceptions
-of particular individuals in the past, the perceptions held of those
individuals by others, and because both of these attributes change
across time, sometimes purposely and occasionally by unintended
variations in value systems. Racial identity can thus sometimes be
subjective for the historian. Its consideration historically therefore
depends upon analysis based on a specific time and place, thereby
making the case study, micro-history method a fruitful avenue of
approach in considering the topic.
This volume accomplishes such an analysis in its five essays,
although each of them manifests significant differences in place
and time. John D. Garrigus considers the career of Vincent Oge, a
person of mixed racial heritage, who led an abortive revolt against
the French in Haiti several years prior to the successful uprising of
Toussaint L'Ovuerture. Garrigus examines how race and identity
worked subtleties on both the career of Oge and the views about
him subsequently held by historians. An essay by Rebecca Goetz
examines colonial Virginia, noting how the baptism of slave children changed British concepts of identity regarding who was a full
member of the Christian community and who was not. The inclusive nature of Christianity as a communal identity did not endure
in the face of Atlantic World slavery, producing in the process the
well-known 1667 Virginia law that decreed baptized slaves did not
gain their freedom upon receiving this Sacrament.
An intricately constructed essay by Trevor Burnhard examines
the whites of the West Indies to show how differences developed by
which Anglophones in the British Isles and those in the Caribbean
constructed differentiated identities, in part because of contact
in the islands with other racial groups of the region. Sidney Chalhoub illustrates in his essay how slavery continued extra-legally in
Brazil after 1831, when intersecting concepts of race and identity
permitted the slave-owning population to continue a form of bondage based on skin color instead of law. Rebecca Scott and jean M.
Hebrard, in the book's final essay, trace the saga of a nineteenth
century Louisiana Creole family descended from a slave who arrived in Saint-Domingue in the late eighteenth century, explaining
how successive generations consciously manipulated identity and
race to the family's advantage.
Taken together, each of the essays in this book highlight the
shifting nature of identity and race across the Atlantic World from
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the colonial era to the nineteenth century, relating how the sometimes fluid character of identity worked both to the advantage and
disadvantage in the life histories of particular individuals. This
book represents an important addition to the historical literature
because it provides very useful case study analyses regarding the
complexities of race and identity.
Light T. Cummins

A us tin College

A "Topping People": The Rise and Decline of Virginia's Old Elite, 16801790. By Emory G. Evans. (Charlottesville: University ofVirginia
Press, 2009. Acknowledgements, notes, index, illustrations.
Pp. x, 203. $55 cloth.)
The name and reputation of Emory G. Evans are familiar to
historians of the colonial and early national Chesapeake region.
He is especially well known for his seminal works on Virginia's
economy and the Old Dominion's leading Revolutionary-era families. This book, published shortly before the author's death, traces
the emergence of some twenty-one Virginia families whom Evans
identifies based upon membership in the Council of State beginning in the 1680s; their domination of Virginia's politics, society,
and economy through the 1760s; and their loss of authority and
prestige after the 1780s. A "Topping People" (the quote comes from a
British aristocrat's visit to Virginia in 1765) draws on Evans' lifetime
of research in primary sources (including inventories, customs records and court cases, in addition to manuscript collections) and
other relevant secondary materials. This treasure trove of detail
on the lives of Virginia's first gentry class complements the works
of recent scholars who have documented the rise and decline of
prominent Virginia families and points the way to additional topics
that future scholars may find rewarding.
Evans' primary argument is that a few individuals utilized royal
governor William Berkeley's appointive powers to position themselves for additional posts that allowed them to control Virginian
society. By about 1700, these grandees were self-consciously guarding "their place and role in society" (17) by carefully arranging the
marriage of their sons and daughters, establishing primogeniture
and entail to protect their extensive land holdings, and haughtily
asserting their rights to special treatment.
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When it became apparent in the early eighteenth century that
the emerging assertiveness of the House of Burgesses to control
Virginian affairs (which Evans suggests began in the 1730s with the
emergence of the Speaker of the House as more powerful than the
governor) was severely curtailing the powers of the royal governor
and his council, the most powerful twenty-one families adjusted
themselves to these changed circumstances, and by the 1760s,
came to dominate that body. How this transformation occurred
comprises the bulk of Evans' attention. He notes how governors
frequently attempted to play off councilors against Burgesses but
how the favored few were able to fend off this "divide and conquer"
strategy (37) and maintain their control of the colony down to the
eve of the American Revolution.
Key to these influential families' success was the fact that they
controlled the wealth of the colony by securing access to fertile
lands, producing tobacco for export grown by their slaves and tenants, and controlling the mercantile infrastructure of the colony by
constructing gristmills stores, and handling the accounts of other
planters. In fact, one of Evans' primary conclusions is that grandees before the 1730s deserve the appellation of "merchant" or
"businessman" more than "planter." Tobacco did, indeed, drive
the colony's economy and was key to the accumulation of fortunes
by the leading families, but Evans contends planter activities were
far more diversified than many previous scholars have allowed.
How, then, did these prominent men lose their control, having
carefully established and solidified it between the 1680s and the
1760s? Not surprisingly, Evans' answer relies heavily on economic
issues by mixing issues outside of their control (shifting control of
the tobacco economy from London merchants to Scottish factors
who penetrated the Virginia hinterlands and offered goods directly to farmers who had previously relied on local stores) with the
proliferation of a gentry class that relied increasingly on the production of tobacco rather than using the staple to create multiple
means for augmenting a family's wealth. Integral to this decline
was the fact that by the time of the American Revolution, debt
determined the lives of many planters. In Evans' words, the great
families fell victim "to their own improvidence and incompetence"
( 193). By the time members of the Virginia gentry convened to
write a constitution in May 1776, only five members from the twenty-one leading families that had emerged by 1680 were represented
at those deliberations .
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Historiographically, Evans' book details the period prior to
Phillip Hamilton 's The Making and Unmaking of a Revolutionary
Family: The Tuckers of Virginia, 1752-1830 (2003) and Susan Dunn's
Dominion of Memories: Jefferson, Madison, and the Decline of Virginia
(2007) and should be read in conjunction with them. Evans' emphasis on the business acumen of his original twenty-one family
leaders and its demise in subsequent generations deserves additional attention. So does his assertion that in spite of the fact that
the heads of the twenty-one families were "self-centered and ambitious ... Private interest was predominant" (46). If he is correct,
that decision provides important context for Dunn's delineation
of how by the 1780s the families of Virginia's gentry elite eschewed
group unity and took their names and wealth south and west of
the Old Dominion. In this way, A "Topping People" marks a fitting
culmination to Emory Evans' remarkably productive career, but it
also demonstrates how much we will miss his careful scholarship
and prudent interpretations of the evidence.
Ronald L. Hatzenbuehler

Idaho State University

I Belong to South Carolina: South Carolina Slave Narratives. By Susanna
Ashton. (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2010.
Acknowledgements, notes, index. Pp. ix, 344. $59.95 cloth,
$24.95 paper.)

This book is an anthology of seven narratives-some complete,
others excerpted-of Mrican American life in South Carolina.
The collection contains narratives from the American Revolution
through the Civil War. The editor, who teaches English at Clemson
University, wrote the introductory essay and the overview to one
narrative, and co-wrote the other six narrative overviews with six
students who earned undergraduate degrees at Clemson. A Clemson graduate student in history co-wrote the afterword. The book
is a product of Clemson's Creative Inquiry program which aims to
engage undergraduate students in professional research.
The narratives recount the lives of Mro-South Carolinians who
resided in different areas of the state: Boston King, who became
free during the American Revolution and Clarinda, ostensibly an
Mrican American female minister who may have been enslaved,
were both born in the seventeenth century. An anonymous run-
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away slave and ] ohn Andrew ] ackson were born in the early
nineteenth century. Jacob Strayer, I. E. Lowery, and Sam Aleckson
were all born in the 1850s. The overview essays offer a descriptive
summary of the narratives and attempt to place them in a broader
context. All the narratives are available online which limits the utility of the book to seasoned researchers, but lay readers will find
the slave narratives interesting. Collectively, these narratives offer
insights into the myriad mechanisms whites used to control Mrican
Americans' bodies and minds and indictments of a labor system
that was inhumane even when it seemed benign. Additionally, the
first-person narrators reflect the diverse religious worldviews embedded in Mro-South Carolinian spiritual identity.
The editors excluded texts that were "only peripherally about
South Carolina ... or less compelling" than those that were included (294). Yet, neither of the first two essays effectively captures the
theme of "belong[ing] to South Carolina" (2). Boston King's South
Carolina experience is a peripheral aspect of his personal history.
Only one chapter of his narrative focuses on his life in South Carolina up to the American Revolution, and the remainder concentrates
on his life once he left the state. While a case can be made for King's
inclusion as an authentic story, the same cannot be said of the "narrative" of Clarinda. The editors state that Clarinda's narrative is "not
a slave narrative in the strict sense" and although "enslavement was
at the heart of her experience," Clarinda's identity was shaped by
her spirituality rather than by her enslavement (8). While The Friend
(volume XI, October 10, 1837) asserted that the narrative had been
"strictly authenticated," neither Clarinda's race, status, nor even her
existence has been independently verified, although it has been
cited by scholars. As the narrative was printed after she died it is
mystifying that the authors offer little detail of her life. Clarinda supposedly led an interracial religious group called "Clarinda's People,"
but it is questionable whether any black-led religious assembly, even
an interracial one, would have been permitted in the 1830s. If she
ever lived, Clarinda died a decade after the Vesey conspiracy and Nat
Turner's religiously-inspired rebellion in 1831. Both events led to
severe restrictions on autonomous black worship.
The editors state that Clarinda's voice is "immediately absent"
which leads them to question the "validity" of Clarinda's voice (42).
They note theApril1837 announcement of the tract (44), but not the
revelation of William Satterwood, the clerk of the Tract Association,
that narratives were altered to increase their value for the purpose of
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disseminating Christian ideals. Despite its "host of problems" (43),
the editors insist the narrative's value outweighs its detriments as it
-is (or may be) one of "few stories of the female experience in slavery
in South Carolina" (7). The dearth of enslaved women's narratives is
insufficient reason to include one of questionable provenance. The
experiences of enslaved women loomed large in enslaved men's recollections of slavery, including those in this collection.
The historiography does not suggest a strong command of slavery studies. Reference is made to David Brion Davis's The Problem of
Slavery in the Age of the American Revolution ( 1975) as a "thorough overview of slaves and the American Revolution" (14). Davis's book is
an intellectual history of the slavery debate during the revolutionary
age, not a social history of the lives of slaves. The afterword surveys
slave narrative literature to justify the exclusion of other extant narratives. With three exceptions, the editors confine their review to
narratives found in the University of North Carolina's "Documenting the American South" collection. The editors critically note that
two-thirds of the enslaved women's narratives in the collection were
published post-bellum (41), when four of the seven included in their
volume (nearly sixty percent) were also published post-bellum.
While the editors are correct in their assertion that narratives
should be studied within the context of other sources, the overviews lack effective contextualization. Caution, as they observe, is
indeed necessary when reading WPA narratives. However, similar
caution should be applied to these texts. Mrican Americans were
well aware of the need to offset candor with judiciousness. Racial
oppression and self-censorship shaped Mrican American demeanor as late as the 1960s.
The use of citation format similar to that employed in some of
the narratives created moments of reader confusion. Sweeping generalizations sometimes missed the mark. Slavery ended in 1865, yet
the editors state that "slaves [sic] comprised over 50 percent of South
Carolina's population throughout the nineteenth century" (294). The
editors conflate the oppression of "all women" and enslaved blacks as
equally shared (43). It is unclear where black women are situated in
this claim. While white women certainly led constricted lives, including the lack of a separate civic identity and unfettered property rights,
these restrictions do not rise to the level of the constraints imposed
upon the enslaved who had no civic personhood and were property.
Igniting students' scholarly interest is laudable. However, slave
narrative contextualization requires reading cultural signs as well
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as plain language for effective analysis. Sadly, this work misses the
mark in that regard.
Carmen V. Harris

University of South Carolina-Upstate

Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the
Old South. By V. Lynn Kennedy. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2010. Acknowledgments, notes, essay on
sources, index. Pp. vii, 269. $65 cloth.)
V. Lynn Kennedy's new book on childbirth and mothering
in the Old South joins a long line of literature about women's reproductive experiences in the United States. As she argues in her
introduction, however, her book differs from earlier studies in that
it focuses not so much on the biological and medical experiences
of birth, specifically labor and delivery, as on the meanings that
southerners attached to birth and motherhood in the antebellum
period. Thus, while Kennedy does spend some time discussing
the physiological event of birth itself, she is more concerned with
how birth and motherhood informed larger conversations about
personal and regional identity. Birth and motherhood held significant personal meaning to white and black southerners, she
demonstrates, but to white southerners these experiences were
also among the many ingredients that went into forging a unique
southern identity in the years preceding the Civil War.
Kennedy's book is organized along these lines, with the first several chapters examining birth and motherhood in the private sphere
and the latter ones dealing with them in the public. She begins by
analyzing the ways in which white southemers understood reproduction and motherhood in the ideal: elite white women, as paragons
of virtue and domesticity, were to find their calling as mothers. This
ideal often failed to match reality (some elite white women privately
expressed deep reservations about becoming mothers, for example)
and disparaged enslaved black and poor white women's maternal
capacities. Slave women suffered more still, since they lacked control over their bodies during pregnancy. In short, Kennedy argues
that a woman's race and class determined both the expectations and
realities of reproduction, and understandings of reproduction and
motherhood served to shore up the southern patriarchy, claims that
will come as no surprise to most readers.
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More interesting are those chapters that focus on the birthing
room and infant nurturing. The birthing room temporarily erased
-racial hierarchy, bringing white and black women together in a
cooperative effort to ease the pain that all laboring mothers, regardless of race, endured. Indeed, in the birthing room the social
order might even be inverted, as black midwives assumed positions
of authority over white women. The period following birth, when
new mothers recovered from their ordeal and began to take care
of their infants, however, reestablished the status quo. Neither
enslaved nor poor white women were afforded the luxury of sufficient recuperating time. Black women, moreover, often had to
put their babies in communal nurseries or take them to the fields.
Elite white women of course fared better as they took care of their
young children, though they were unable to recognize the ways
in which they depended upon black slaves for help. The degree
to which their children were the beneficiaries of "co-mothering,"
in Kennedy's words, escaped them (94). The figure of the black
mammy assumes importance in this part of Kennedy's analysis,
embodying the complex meanings of mothering in the antebellum South. Whites viewed mammies as signs of racial harmony and
loyalty, while black slaves viewed them as proof that black women
were, in fact, good mothers, despite stereotypes to the contrary. In
this way, according to Kennedy, the mammy "became the symbolic
nexus of infant nurturing in the antebellum South" (Ill).
Following a chapter that examines fatherhood as the foundation of a white man's masculinity and authority-the crucial status
for his claim of power over both his own family and the slaves he
possessed-Kennedy moves on to the public import of birth and
mothering in the antebellum South. She focuses on doctors, planters, and lawyers and their interest in the phenomena, arguing that
these professionals not only harnessed birthing and mothering to
bolster the southern patriarchy but also to "lay claim to their own
professional identity in antebellum society" (137). As amateurish upstarts, doctors used childbirth and obstetrics to legitimize
their calling. They insisted that they should attend the births of
white and slave women alike. The latter, however, were subject to
shocking medical experiments that doctors viewed as necessary to
improve their skills. Still, Kennedy takes issue with historians who
see the traditional doctor-midwife relationship as one fraught with
conflict. More often in the antebellum South, she says, it was one
characterized by cooperation. Planters, too, had a special interest
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in slave women's reproduction, invoking the language of agriculture and breeding to justify their interference in slave women's
reproduction, which ultimately insured their positions as successful agriculturists. Kennedy's claim that lawyers similarly utilized
birth and mothering to strengthen their professional standing is
less convincing, but her argument that all of these men understood
the issues surrounding reproduction and nurturing within a specifically southern perspective is not. As the sectional crisis worsened,
doctors, for example, increasingly asserted that childbirth in the
South was different from that in the North, a belief that not only
necessitated a southern medical education but that also played into
a growing sense of a unique regional identity.
Kennedy takes this distinct regional identity as her final subject,
showing how understandings of birth and motherhood undergirded
white southerners' view of themselves and their region in the years
before the Civil War. As sectional tensions rose, white southerners
insisted that being born southern, and being raised by southern
women, had engendered a sectional character that was not just
unique but superior. Northern abolitionists took issue with the latter
formulation. They maintained that racial slavery actually impeded
both southern black and white women's capacity to nurture. Southerners, in turn, portrayed northern women, distracted from their
domestic duties by the flames of radicalism, as bad mothers. In sum,
Kennedy writes, birth and motherhood did not necessarily precipitate the debate that led to war, "but they became a powerful symbolic
weapon in assertions of sectional difference and superiority on both
sides" (187). In this way, concerns over female reproduction and
nurturing transcended the domestic sphere, assuming an importance in our nation's most trying political and military event.
Blain Roberts

California State University, Fresno

Captives in Gray: The Civil War Prisons of the Union. By Roger
Pickenpaugh. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2009.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. xii, 400, $29.95 cloth) .
Civil War scholars have written about nearly every aspect of the
period from 1861 to 1865. Nearly every battle, regiment, general,
and politician has been dissected and placed under the historian's
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microscope. Yet, despite the tens of thousands of volumes dedicated to this period, Civil War prisons have been relatively neglected.
This trend, however, has changed in recent years with a litany of
new works, such as Charles Sanders's While in the Hands of the Enemy (2005) and James Gillispie's Andersonvilles of the North (2008),
which shed new light on the subject. Roger Pickenpaugh has also
entered the fray with the publication of Captives in Gray: The Civil
War Prisons of the Union.
Pickenpaugh traces the evolution of Union prisoner policies
and facilities from the earliest captives, in 1861, through the close
of the war. Each chapter concentrates on a different topic including the organization of prison camps, rations, and prisoner health.
Pickenpaugh is at his best in the chapter titled "Nothing to do &
nothing to do it with." He provides a detailed description of how
rebels coped with months, and sometimes years, of confinement.
Loneliness and boredom were but a few of the challenges that captured soldiers had to face. Prisoners found a number of ways to
combat the drudgery of prison life, including debate and acting
societies, jewelry and furniture making, and baseball. Pickenpaugh
also includes a brief chapter on the Union soldiers tasked with
guarding the prison camps.
An entire chapter is devoted to the breakdown of the Dix-Hill
exchange cartel. This system, agreed to by both governments in
the summer of 1862, was designed to alleviate the need for either
side to have a large prison system. Beginning in September 1862,
prisoners were congregated in one of two central locations: Aiken's Landing, Virginia in the East and Vicksburg, Mississippi in
the West. Those men that were paroled were given furloughs to
return home until they were officially exchanged. In May 1863, the
Union War Department abruptly halted all prisoner exchanges.
Pickenpaugh acknowledges that the Union decision was motivated
by the Confederacy's treatment of captured Mrican-Arnerican soldiers. In addition, he suggests that the large number of paroled
Union prisoners created a logistical nightmare for federal authorities. Although an interesting theory, this portion of Pickenpaugh's
argument is not thoroughly convincing. While he describes disruptive behavior by parolees at Camp Chase and Camp Douglas, he
fails to provide evidence of how these events influenced Union officials to end the exchanges.
Pickenpaugh also addresses the heated question of prisoner
treatment. Mter the collapse of the cartel agreement, prison pop-
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ulations in both the North and South grew exponentially. With
increased numbers, living conditions for prisoners rapidly deteriorated, and both sides were accused of deliberate mistreatment
of their charges. Although some prison commandants were crueler than others, Captives in Gray argues that, for the most part,
Union officials neither systematically abused nor neglected their
prisoners. Pickenpaugh challenges the accusation that southern
prisoners were purposely starved throughout the war. Instead, he
argues that for the majority of the war, prisoners complained about
the "quality of rations" rather than the quantity (183). According
to Pickenpaugh, retaliatory practices did not begin until the summer of 1864 when prisoner rations were cut and sutler shops closed
in response to reported abuses committed by southern prison officials.
Although Captives in Gray is worthy of praise, there are some
areas that diminish the quality of this otherwise good read. First,
Pickenpaugh attempts to accomplish too much in the confines of
some of the chapters. He often jumps from discussing one prison
camp to another without clear transitions, which leaves the reader
confused. Furthermore, Pickenpaugh often makes generalized
claims based on scant evidence. For example, he argues that prisoner-run businesses and gambling halls "could be found in every
Union prison" (112). While there is no doubt that some prisons
developed some form of economy, Pickenpaugh does not provide sufficient evidence to support this claim. Rather, he merely
cites two pages from Michael Gray's study of Elmira. This type of
problem happens frequently throughout the book. The author describes an example of an activity at one prison and then argues that
it was a uniform occurrence at all camps. These shortcomings are
unfortunate because they force the reader to judiciously check the
endnotes.
Captives in Gray is an ambitious, entertaining book. Pickenpaugh's choice to rely on official records and contemporary
writings, rather than post-war prisoner accounts, adds to the value
of the work. Although those well-versed in Civil War prison literature will not find much new information in this book, it provides an
easily accessible introduction to Union prison camps for those new
to the subject. Pickenpaugh 's extensive bibliography also provides
a nice starting point for those beginning research on prisons.
-~

Jeremy Taylor
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Benching Jim Crow: The Rise and Fall of the Color Line in Southern
College Sports, 1890-1980. By Charles H. Martin. (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 2010). Acknowledgments, notes,
sources, index, illustrations. Pp. xxiv, 374. $95.00 cloth, $30.00
paper.)
The story of segregation in college sports, chiefly football, and its
final de-segregation in the 1960s and 70s, has been told piecemeal by
several scholars. Through astonishingly wide and thorough research,
Charles Martin's Benching]im Crow tells the full story for the first time.
From the late nineteenth century into the 1950s, segregation ruled
absolutely in college sports throughout the South. Northern and
western schools were marginally integrated at best-no more than
one or two black players were members of a football team through
the 1930s (four at UClA in 1939 was a major turning point)-and
many institutions outside the South did not integrate their teams until
the 1950s. The long reign of Jim Crow coincided with an era of intersectional athletic contests, as schools jockeyed for prestige within
a national sporting culture. When all-white southern teams took on
marginally integrated northern or western opponents, something had
to give, and for a long time it was invariably the right of the one or two
black players to play in the game. Over time, such accommodations
by northern schools and their underlying "gentleman's agreement"
became harder to justify. And following World War II, Brown v. Board
ofEducation and federal legislation soon left southern teams no choice
but to integrate their own teams as well as accommodate integrated
opponents. But it took nearly twenty more years after Brown before the
last southern schools fielded their first football and basketball teams
with African American players. Within another decade, the teams in
the Southeastern, Atlantic Coast, and (now-defunct) Southwest conferences were as thoroughly integrated as any in the country, and a
time when African American athletes did not dominate football and
basketball quickly came to seem unimaginable.
Charles Martin tells this entire story, and if it is not quite complete, it is as complete as we are likely to have it for some time. Martin's
research is prodigious: campus newspapers, presidential papers, minutes of board meetings, personal and telephone interviews, masters
theses on local athletic integration, in addition to the available pul:r
lished sources. This book was a long time in the making-many of
the interviews cited in the notes are from the early 1990s-and the author's patience and thoroughness paid off. For sport scholars, Martin
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does not revise the general understanding of exclusion and belated
inclusion of Mrican Americans in college sport: for example, that the
course of integration flowed from border states to the Deep South
over time; that athletic expediency rather than progressive values was
usually the driving force; that Kentucky's Adolph Rupp was an obstacle
to integration at Kentucky and Bear Bryant was open to integration at
Alabama but unwilling to take the lead; that the black pioneers experienced loneliness on their own campuses and brutal racism on the
road. But Martin fleshes out this general understanding in innumerable ways: putting the actions of Southwest Conference schools in the
broader context of the small colleges and junior colleges in Texas;
assessing the roles of all the coaches, not just the most prominent
ones such as Rupp and Bryant; identifying those coaches-Hayden
Fry at SMU,John Bridgers at Baylor, Dean Smith at North Carolina,
for example-and university leaders such as Frank G. Dickey and
John W. Osward at Kentucky and Alexander Heard at Vanderbilt, who
genuinely sought social change; demonstrating how federal law drove
integration in different ways and at different speeds at various institutions; placing the integration at each school in the broader contexts of
institutional and local histories.
Segregation and integration were always local matters, and
Martin had to do research at twenty-six distinct locales in order to
tell his story (more than twenty-six, actually, because he sometimes
casts beyond the major institutions). Martin could not interview
everyone whose story he tells, but he interviewed a significant portion of them. The amount of information about the dozens of
athletes who broke, or were broken by, the color line varies considerably, but the reader can always feel confident that what Martin
tells is what to this point is known. Nor can he precisely specify the
degrees of progressivism and pragmatism of every major actor in
the story, but the cumulative details, while confirming the general
outline already established, enrich and complicate it sufficiently to
serve as a check against oversimplification by future scholars. And
while history has unambiguously confirmed right and wrong in
the matter of de-segregation, Martin takes a remarkably measured,
non-tendentious approach to his story-no piling on those who
resisted the tide of social justice. He tries to set the record straight,
not vilify those who were on the wrong side of history.
The first three chapters of Benching jim Crow, tracing the history of the "gentleman's agreement," are a history of segregation
in college sport; the final five chapters are a history of athletic de-
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segregation in the three major southern conferences. Between
these two large sections is a chapter on all-white Kentucky's loss
in the 1966 NCAA tournament final to a team from Texas Western
(Martin's own academic home) with five black starters-a powerful symbol of the racial transformation of college sports from the
beginning of the twentieth century to its end. With some 44 case
studies to consider in the last five chapters-both football and basketball programs at eight ACC schools and ten SEC schools, along
with the football programs at eight SWC schools (the omission of
basketball is somewhat surprising)-Martin's narrative can seem
repetitive and over-detailed at times. But that is as it must be, for
however similar many of the cases are, each case is also specific.
This is the book that establishes the documentary record on segregation and integration in college sports. To that end, it must largely
forego the storytelling pleasures of popular history. At a time when
sport commentary is dominated by sound bites and 300-word blog
posts, this is a "scholarly" book in the best sense of that word.
Michael Oriard

Oregon State University

Hurricanes of the Gulf of Mexico. By Barry D. Keirn and Robert A.
Muller. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2009.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, index, Pp. xv, 203. $29.95
cloth.)
In Hurricanes of the Gulf of Mexico, climatologists Barry D. Keirn
and Robert A. Muller explore the history of these serious weather
events. The authors begin with a focus on the two most catastrophic Gulf hurricanes: the 1900 storm that caused widespread damage
in Galveston and the more recent 2005 storm, Katrina, which affected so many upper Gulf communities. Using available records,
they provide an insightful timeline of the storms' paths, government roles in providing information, and storm impact. Learning
about these two storms, the reader develops an understanding of
the limits of forecasting and dissemination of information in 1900
compared to 2005. However, the authors avoid critiquing local,
state, or federal government responses or responsibilities either in
preparing for or providing assistance after the storms.
Clearly explaining why and how significant storms have developed in the Gulf, Keirn and Muller describe some of the short-term
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and long-range effects on cities and coastal environments. They detail some of the more "memorable" hurricanes and consider some
of the environmental and socioeconomic effects. Finally, they use
historical data to project the likelihood of future storms and analyze the consequences of global warming and the loss of essential
barriers to destructive surges.
Both Keirn and Muller have careers at Louisiana State U niversity, live in Baton Rouge, and have extensive personal experiences
with hurricanes as well as professional experience working with
government agencies that gather and monitor hurricane data.
Charting and categorizing the major Gulf hurricanes since 1851,
they note the areas that have been hit most often and in one chapter, highlight strikes at ten cities around the Gulf basin, from Key
West to Progreso, Mexico.
Written and presented in a style and format that is accessible to
scientists as well as the general public, the study includes relevant
charts, graphs, maps, photographs, and illustrations that support
their analysis and descriptions. More important, perhaps, is the
value of this information to politicians who fund the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), other state, local,
and federal monitoring and response agencies, and those interested in oil drilling in the Gulf, as one map pinpoints the location
of Gulf oil and gas platforms. At the same time, everyone - not
only those amateur meteorologists who enjoy charting hurricanes
but also every resident along the Gulf coast- could benefit from
knowing more about the history of hurricane activity in the region.
In their chapter on "Environmental and Socioeconomic Impacts," the authors provide statistics on population growth in Gulf
states from 1900 to 2000, rainfall totals of various storms, storm surge
and coastal erosion histories and projections, and two tables on the
ten most deadly and costly storms along the Gulf coast. However,
a more complex analysis of the socioeconomic impact of storms
seems to be beyond the scope of this book. At the same time, the
book serves to highlight the need for more micro and longitudinal
socioeconomic studies about the effect of disasters on particular
communities. Particularly as Gulf state businesses have attempted to
measure the impact of the recent British Petroleum oil spill (2010)
on their economies, the difficulties of developing appropriate standards for assessing the immediate and future effects of "natural"
and "unnatural" disasters are becoming even clearer. In preparation
of and in the near aftermath of natural disasters, discussions about
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the consequences of past decisions and projections about future
economic and environmental effects often inspire heated partisan
debate. Indeed, even the suggestions that the authors make about
the possible impact of global warming are themselves likely to provoke dispute by some. To their credit, the authors have assiduously
avoided taking any particular political position on any of the contentious issues that become the subject of political discussion. Instead,
they have provided descriptive data as climatologists, data that might
be of value to policy-makers at every level of government.
These data are gleaned from a variety of sources, including
published information from the National Hurricane Center, meteorological journals, US Corps of Engineers, and numerous
secondary studies of storm systems. Some charts, illustrations, and
maps were prepared by the Cartographic Information Center of
the Department of Geography and Anthropology at Louisiana
State University and others were taken from other primary sources
and the authors' previous studies. Many of the photographs were
culled from archives and libraries and/ or - in the case of Katrina
- taken by the authors. The authors have enriched their work with
all of these additions and with a well-organized index.
Hurricanes of the Gulf of Mexico should be widely-distributed and
widely-read by residents of the region and by all of those involved
with decisions about economic and environmental development
along the Gulf coasts.
Susan]. Fernandez

University of South Florida, St. Petersburg

Sacred Steel: Inside an African American Steel Guitar Tradition. By
Robert L. Stone. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2010.
Acknowledgments, notes, bibliography, illustrations, index. Pp
xiv, 320. $25 paper).
In American culture, the electric steel or "Hawaiian" guitar is
exclusively associated with "country and western" music. How, then,
did this instrument so strongly identified with "C&W" happen not
only to be favored by a tiny group of Mrican American Pentecostal
churches, but adopted by them almost as early as the invention of
the instrument itself? How did the "Sacred Steel" tradition develop
virtually unknown outside the little group of churches from the
1930s until 1995?
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Founded in the early years of the last century, the churches
soon to become known as the House of God were characterized by
a belief that God required separation from the world. The church's
rules specifically prohibit all manner of worldly pleasures, not only
the usual alcohol, drugs, gambling, jazz and sexual sin, but even
grape juice, checkers, cards, dominoes, novels, and baseball games,
among others. Leaders are organized in ascending ranks, accorded
great authority and wield remarkable influence over the lives of
those in their care.
The worship services follow a general order common to Pentecostals, including songs of praise, personal testimony and sermons.
Every building includes an open area at the front set aside for holy
dancing that often, as expected, leads to "falling out" when the
worshiper becomes possessed by the Holy Spirit. The band, always
including drums, is close to the minister at the front. The band is
essential to the development of excitement and energy among the
congregation, and in these churches the steel player is the leader,
producing driving rhythms, harmony and a human-like voice capable of subtle variations in dynamics, tone color, loudness, and
pitch. The instrument's unique freedom from the tempered scale
enables it to mimic the ornamentation heard in Mrican American
Gospel music. As Robert L. Stone asserts, "The electric steel guitar
is an instrument ideally suited for Mrican American Pentecostal
worship services" (51).
One would not divide the depth and complexity of the history
of steel guitar music in the House of God churches from recordings
or concert performances of Robert Randolph and the Family Band,
the best-known practitioners of the music that has come to be known
as "Sacred Steel." Folklorist, musician and documentary media producer Robert Stone set out in his book to document the Sacred Steel
phenomenon, exploring its historical and cultural sources and explaining its importance in the House of God tradition.
Stone's investigation began in 1992 and included observation
of House of God worship services (mostly in Florida), interviews,
field recordings, examination of historical documents and review
of relevant literature and discography. That the author's home
base is in Florida is not the only reason he focused heavily on the
churches in Florida; a substantial number of the congregations are
there, and many leaders have strong ties to the state.
Stone's efforts were not without obstacles. He encountered
skepticism from some as a white man asking questions in black
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churches. Furthermore, the believers in the Holiness tradition
often distrust "worldly" people and ways. Stone, nevertheless, managed to interview nearly seventy people, some repeatedly, thereby
gathering much historical and biographical data.
Besides a list of the interviews, the author provides us with
exhaustive bibliographies and discographies to support the many
notes detailing his sources, some arcana and occasionally his
reasoned evaluations of the reliability of his sources. His organizational scheme takes us from his personal discovery of Sacred Steel
music while employed by the Florida Folklife Program, to a thorough description of the culture, beliefs, history and politics of the
House of God churches, interweaving the development of the steel
guitar tradition. Through most of the book, the author focuses on
the branch of the House of God known as the Keith Dominion; a
later chapter treats the Jewell Dominion.
Before examining the lives and styles of the most significant Sacred Steel guitarists and the cross-currents of influences
among them, the author delves into the origins of the steel guitar and its early role in American music, as well as the probable
means of assimilation of this instrument into the worship practices of House of God churches in the 1930s. Mter detailing the
contributions of a number of the guitarists to the Sacred Steel
tradition, the book concludes with the story of the introduction
of Sacred Steel music to the American public through the efforts
of the author and others by audio and video recordings, television, concerts and print media, and a dissection of the political
consequences within the House of God for those musicians who
shared their music outside it.
A welcome (to musicians, anyway) bonus in the book is a transcription of the often-played offertory "House of God March" that
accompanies Stone's intriguing exposition of the course of the
melody through the New Orleans jazz music repertoire back to the
origin of the tune as "Zacatecas" in Nineteenth Century Mexico.
Equally welcome would have been a chart clarifying the interconnected family relationships of people on whom the author focuses,
a chart illustrating lines of influence among the musicians profiled.
The author is to be commended for avoiding any hint of selfcongratulation, although he clearly derives satisfaction from his
leading role in bringing the music to the attention of a greater
audience. Ali-in-all Sacred Steel is an exhaustively researched and
admirably well written study of a musical tradition and an inextri-
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cably intertwined religious tradition by a historian well informed
and enthusiastic about his subject and the people from whom he
learned about it. Stylistically, the writing is accessible to the general
reader with an honest high-school education, yet rich enough to
satisfy the academic scholar. The book should be of value to any
scholar of Southern religion, Mrican American studies or sacred
music, as well as folk and Gospel music aficionados.
Phil Townes

Orlando, Florida

Randy Wayne White's Ultimate Tarpon Book: The Birth of Big Game

Fishing. Edited by Randy Wayne White and Carlene Fredericka
Brennen. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2010.
Acknowledgements, bibliography, illustrations, index. Pp.
xxxvii, 480. $34.95 cloth.)
Tarpon. Megalops atlanticus. The Silver King.
Whatever name they call it, Randy Wayne White and Carlene
Brennen make it very clear that big game fishing as a sport owes
its existence to this vigorous fish. Once caught with harpoons and
nets, the tarpon changed the face of sport fishing forever when
W.H. Wood landed one with a rod and reel in 1885. Fishermen
added a new rule to the code of sportsmanship. By 1909, a newspaper made the bold claim, "to spear or shoot a tarpon in Florida,
to shoot a fox in Virginia, to fire into a setting covey of quail under
any circumstances, and to steal a horse in Texas are crimes of equal
magnitude, deserving like punishment" (9). The sport-the fight
between man and 6 foot, 200 pound fish-spawned an industry of
guides and resorts, particularly affecting Sanibel Island and Fort
Myers, Florida. Over the next one hundred years, the trophy hunting mentality that helped the growth of tarpon fishing transformed
into an ideology of conservation. The editors of Randy Wayne Whites
Ultimate Tarpon Book: The Birth of Big Game Fishing use the voices of
those participants who shaped and experienced these changes to
make this compelling argument.
This impressive collection includes voices both familiar and
obscure. Frederic Remington, Theodore Roosevelt, and Zane Grey
all provide first person narratives attesting to the excitement and
skill involved in hooking and landing a silver king. Their stories
illuminate the enticing nature of sport fishing: In man's desire to
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conquer nature, the more vigorous the fight, the sweeter the success. Two other celebrities, Thomas Edison and Ernest Hemingway,
- wax eloquent over the luxurious accommodations available in Fort
Myers for visitors of means. Within their words, readers witness the
extinction of the two person fishing boats and clapboard shacks of
yesteryear as yachts, houseboats, and resorts take their place.
Stories from less well known personalities detail changes
through the important roles of Captain John Smith, the first tarpon guide, and George Renton Shultz, the first innkeeper of the
Tarpon House. A.W. Dimock authored an early text on the angling
technique of tarpon fishing, while Louis L. Babcock pioneered the
biological study of Megalops atlanticus. Whether told by legends or
the relatively unknown, all of these accounts illustrate the expansion in the Florida sport fishing community from sport to science.
The Ultimate Tarpon Book culminates with White's own tales of his
days as a modern, eco-conscious guide, and David Conway's safe
handling instructions for releasing a landed tarpon. An afterword
by the Director of the Bonefish and Tarpon Trust brings big game
fishing into the present day, showing how far human interaction
with the silver king has come. Catch and release methods, White
and Brennen show, are necessary not only for a healthy ecosystem,
but to ensure the e~oyment of this sporting tradition by future
generations.
Reading the primary accounts in the authors' own words is
engaging and enjoyable, made all the more so by White and Brennen's excellent annotation. The editors, both adept at fishing for
the silver king and familiar with Sanibel Island and Fort Myers, provide clear explanations of techniques and locations foreign to the
reader. Biographical sketches and background information on the
featured authors help place the many letters, articles, and book
excerpts in a historical context and adds depth to the stories. W.H.
Wood not only landed the first tarpon on rod and reel but was
a notable architect who designed Greek Revival Cathedrals. Zane
Grey, the celebrated western author, also held more than a dozen
saltwater fishing world records and was inducted into the Fishing
Hall of Fame. Thomas A. Edison's joy at watching his son land a
tarpon and his praise of the waters off Fort Myers become strikingly
poignant when the editors include the notation that Edison was
"gravely ill," and, though he was "already planning to come back
earlier the next year," this trip proved his last to Florida before he
died (147).
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A diverse array of academics will certainly find White and Brennen's compendium fascinating and useful. The material includes
important information for students of Florida history, the development of sporting traditions, the growth of tourism, and coastal
marine environments. Anyone researching these topics will relish
the work the editors have done compiling and annotating all this
rich documentation. But the Ultimate Tarpon Book should not be
confined to historians and biologists. To quote Sparse Grey Hackle-as White and Brennen do-"some of the best fishing is done
not in water but in print," and their book will also appeal to both
armchair fishermen and seasoned salty guides (xxxi). It is an enjoyable read from start to finish, but it is also perfectly suited for
reading one account at a time. Readers can pick a page at random
whenever the notion strikes, and absorb the lyrical adventures and
advice of Teddy Roosevelt, Ernest Hemingway, and Randy Wayne
White and Carlene Brennen.
Robert C. Poister

University of Georgia

Trailblazing Mars: NASA's Next Giant Leap. By Pat Duggins.
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2010. Acknowledgements, notes, suggested reading, index. Pp. 235. $24.95 cloth.)
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A manned, one-way trip into space is no longer the complete
taboo it once was in the 1960s, when NASA and most of the Space
Coast in Florida labored to fulfill President Kennedy's goal of landing an American on the moon. Recently, as the Gainesville Sun
reported on November 16, 2010, "Scientists propose one-way Mars
trip," although NASA itself is "cool to the idea" or as NASA spokesman Michael Braukus said, "We want our people back."
But the idea of a one-way, prairie-schooner-like exploration
still has traction, as Pat Duggins, the news director for Alabama
public radio, explores in his book Trailblazing Mars: NASA's Next
Giant Leap. Concisely and crisply written, this book takes a close
and historically engaging look at the still-tantalizing prospect of
human exploration of Mars. As Duggins says, in both the popular imagination and in the halls of science, Mars has proven to be
a long-term, human obsession. From the light-hearted realm of
cartoon strips like Bugs Bunny to the wacky filmic world of Mars
Attacks!, the Red Planet has inspired imagination, both comic and
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dark. These realities, and the historical fact that America was successful at sending and returning men to a heavenly body in the
1960s, only whet an imaginative appetite, especially amongst those
concerned with the future of space exploration. The diminishing
success of NASA's mission after the 1960s, the lack of consistent
funding from the Federal government and the twin space shuttle
disasters of the Challenger and the Columbia has put into question
NASA's ongoing survival in the present-day land of budgetary distress. Put succinctly, to quote Duggins: "A mission to Mars could
be NASA's new lease on life, but the American public may not be
prepared for the risks" (5). Any trip to Mars, as Duggins points out,
will be more like "pioneering the Old West in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. Back then people had to fight to get there
and fight to survive there. The big difference is that the nation
didn't have to watch the fate of the Donner party on CNN" (5).
Perhaps, but as Duggins's book proceeds, the problems facing
NASA with respect to Mars appear far more complicated than this.
Beginning with a brief overview of how NASA originally came to its
mission, Duggins shows how Mars had been on NASA's mind from
the early days of the space program's founding. While pursuing the
more pressing and pragmatic problem of the politics and promises made during "the space race" with the USSR during the 1960s,
NASA scientists also dreamed of a future in which Mars was a reachable goal. In those heady days, space had become indeed "the new
frontier" as James T. Kirk says on Star Trek, and planting flags on
that new territory seemed part of an American destiny, insofar as
this country had been built on the backs of pioneering people, willing and able to venture into the wilderness and perhaps die.
Duggins's book is a quick and interesting read which covers
a lot of scientific and historical territory, from 1962 when the red
planet was in focus, even as NASA bent its collective will toward
the moon, to current efforts to fund-or defund-America's space
program. I particularly liked chapter ten's exploration of Biosphere 2, an experiment staged in 1991 to see how a self-sustaining
"giant terrarium" (153), sealed off from the rest of the earth, might
maintain, in miniature (about three football fields), an earth-like
atmosphere. As Duggins points out, critics of the Biosphere 2 saw it
more as a publicity stunt than anything else, but what it was trying
to do would be crucial for any long-term space exploration. Astronauts intending to go to Mars-or beyond, as most science fiction
fans would like to go-would have to take some kind of sustainable
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earth with them. Unfortunately, one of the shortcomings of the
Biosphere 2 experiment was a problem with food variety-growing
all one's own food on small acreage with recycled water proved
extremely difficult. The seven-person crew of Biosphere 2 put in a
lot of physical work maintaining their eco-system and would, more
often than not, find the meals they were able to concoct uninteresting and unfulfilling. They began to have elaborate, shared "food
fantasies" (155) about what they could not eat, and this led to demoralization, which would affect any crew cut off from earth for
any length of time; they also suffered from bad air, as oxygen levels fell and carbon monoxide levels rose, a problem they couldn't
figure out and which led then to physical symptoms like a loss of
sleep and clinical depression; the crew began to quarrel. One crewmember recalls, "I thought I was going insane" (157). In the end,
the Biosphere 2 may not have been as fully scientific as some other
endeavors that NASA has explored over the years, but such experiments would be crucial to anyone thinking of becoming a space
pioneer.
All in all, Duggins's book is an enjoyable and informative read,
if a little bit on the side of NASA propaganda-the book's argument, after all, is that NASA should be pursuing a visit to Mars. The
book's subtitle, "NASA's next giant leap" indicates as much and
from beginning to end, Duggins merely assumes that Mars is the
next logical step in space exploration, even given recent plans at
the agency to revisit the Moon. Toward the end of the book, Duggins also explores the question, "should America go it alone?" In
other words, should America explore global partnerships of the
sort that sustain the Space station, but do not factor in the possible
private sector interest that is heating up today? The answer to this
question aside, this book is a nice recapitulation of the history of
Mars and space exploration in America. It is also a book-length
(and sometimes regrettably repetitive) plug for NASA itself.
Stephanie A. Smith

University of Florida

<
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FLORIDA FRONTIERS: THE WEEKLY RADIO MAGAZINE OF
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society is a weekly, half-hour radio program currently airing on pub-

lic radio stations around the state. The program is a combination of
interview segments and produced features covering history-based
events, exhibitions, activities, places, and people in Florida. The
program explores the relevance of Florida history to contemporary
society and promotes awareness of heritage and culture tourism
options in the state. Florida Frontiers joins the Florida Historical Quarterly and the publications of the Florida Historical Society Press as
another powerful tool to fulfill the Society's mission of collecting
and disseminating information about the history of Florida.
Recent broadcasts of Florida Frontiers have included visits to
the Grove in Tallahassee, the Marco Island Historical Museum,
and the former Tampa Bay Hotel. Discussions about the archaeological excavation of Fort Lane, the theatrical presentation Female
Florida: Historic Women in Their Own Words, and Prehistoric medical practices in Florida have been featured. We've explored the
Greek sponge diving culture of Tarpon Springs, the historic Mrican-Arnerican community of Eatonville, and the first permanent
European settlement of St. Augustine. Upcoming programs will
take us to the home of Harriet Beecher Stowe, the site of Florida's
oldest shipwreck, and Mission San Luis.
Florida Historical Society Executive Director Ben Brotemarkle
is producer and host of Florida Frontiers, with weekly contributions
from assistant producers Janie Gould and Bill Dudley. From 19922000, Brotemarkle was creator, producer, and host of the hour-long
weekly radio magazine The Arts Connection on 90.7 WMFE in Orlando. In 2005, Gould became Oral History Specialist at 88.9 WQCS
[109]
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in Ft. Pierce. Since 1993, Dudley has been producing an ongoing
series of radio reports for the Florida Humanities Council.
The program is currently broadcast on 90.7 WMFE Orlando,
Thursdays at 6:30p.m and Sundays at 4:00pm.; 88.1 WUWF Pensacola, Thursdays at 5:30p.m.; 89.9 "\1\jCT Jacksonville, Mondays at
6:30 pm; 89.5 WFIT Melbourne, Sundays at 7:00 a.m.; 88.9 WQCS
(HD2) Ft. Pierce, Wednesdays at 9:00a.m.; 90.7 WPBI West Palm
Beach, Sundays at 7:00 p.m; 89.1 WUFT Gainesville, Sundays at
7:30 a.m.; and 90.1 "\1\jUF Inverness, Sundays at 7:30 a.m. Additional public radio stations are expected to add Florida Frontiers to
their schedule in the coming year. The program is archived on the
Florida Historical Society web site and accessible any time at www.
myfloridahistory. org.
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society is made possible in part by the Florida Humanities Council

and the National Endowment for the Humanities; the Jessie Ball
duPont Fund; and by the Brevard County Board of Commissioners
through the Brevard Cultural Alliance, Inc.
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLYPODCASTS
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The Florida Historical Quarterly has entered a new era of media. Dr. Robert Cassanello, Assistant Professor of History at the
University of Central Florida and a member of the FHQ editorial board, has accepted a new role as the coordinator for podcast
productions. In conjunction with the Public History programs at
UCF, Dr. Cassanello will produce a podcast for each issue of the
Quarterly. Each podcast will consist of an interview with one of the
authors from the most recent issue of the Quarterly. The podcasts
are uploaded to iTunes University and are available to the public at
http: / / publichistorypodcast.blogspot.com/ .
Dr. Jack E. Davis on his article "Sharp Prose for Green: John
D. MacDonald and the First Ecological Novel," which appeared in
Volume 87, no. 4 (Spring 2009).
Dr. Michael D. Bowen on his article "The Strange Tale ofWesley and Florence Garrison: Racial Crosscurrents of the Postwar
Florida Republican Party" appeared in Volume 88, no. 1 (Summer
2009).
Dr. Nancy]. Levine discussed the research project undertaken
by her students on the Hastings Branch Library that appeared in
Volume 88, no. 2 (Fall 2009).
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Dr. Daniel Feller, 2009 Catherine Prescott Lecturer, on "The
Seminole Controversy Revisited: A New Look at Andrew Jackson's
1919 Florida Campaign," Volume 88, no. 3 (Winter 2010).
Dr. Derrick E. White, on his article "From Desegregation to Integration: Race, Football, and 'Dixie' at the University of Florida,"
Volume 88, no. 4 (Spring 2010).
Dr. Gilbert Din was interviewed to discuss his article "William Augustus Bowles on the Gulf Coast, 1787-1803: Unraveling a
Labyrinthine Conundrum," which appeared in Volume 89, no. 1
(Summer 2010).
Deborah L. Bauer, Nicole C. Cox, and Peter Ferdinanda on
graduate education in Florida and their individual articles in Volume 89, no. 2 (Fall 2010).
Jessica Clawson, "Administrative Recalcitrance and Government Intervention: Desegregation at the University of Florida,
1962-1972," which appeared in Volume 89, no. 3 (Winter 2011).
Dr. Rebecca Sharpless, "The Servants and Mrs. Rawlings: Martha Mickens and Mrican American Life at Cross Creek," which
appeared in Volume 89, no. 4 (Spring 2011).

FLORIDA ffiSTORICAL QUARTERLYJOINSJSTOR
The Florida Historical Quarterly is now available to scholars and
researchers throughJSTOR, a digital service for libraries, archives,
and individual subscribers. JSTOR editors spent more than a year
digitizing FHQ volumes 3-83; it became available to academic libraries and individual subscribers in August 2009. The FHQ has
reduced the 5-year window to a 3-year window for greater access.
More recent issues of the Quarterly are available only in print copy
form. JSTOR has emerged as a leader in the field of journal digitization and the FHQjoins a number of prestigious journals in all
disciplines. The Florida Historical Quarterly will continue to be available through PALMM, with a 5-year window.

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLYNOW ON FACEBOOK
Join the Florida Historical Quarterly on Face book. The FHQFacebook page provides an image of each issue, the table of contents
of each issue, an abstract of each article (beginning with volume
89, no. 3). There will be a link to the Quarterly podcasts and the
Florida Historical Society.
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NEW EDITORIAL STAFF
The Florida Historical Quarterly welcomes a member of the
editorial staff. Dr. Daniel Murphree has accepted the position of
Assistant Editor of the FHQ and Associate Professor of History at
the University of Central Florida following a national search for the
position. He is not new to the FHQfamily, having served as Interim
Assistant Editor and Visiting Professor during the past year. Dr.
Murphree is the author of Constructing Floridians: Natives and Europeans in the ColonialFloridas, 1513-1783 (University Press of Florida,
2006), which won the 2007 Harry T and Harriette V. Moore Award
from the Florida Historical Society and the Silver Medal from the
Florida Book Award (2007), and "Constructing Indians in the Colonial Floridas: Origins of European-Floridian Identity, 1513-1573,"
Florida Historical Quarterly (fall 2002): 133-54, which won the Arthur
W. Thompson Award.

2011-2012 Florida Lecture Series produced by the
Lawton M. Chiles Jr., Center for Florida History at
Florida Southern College
September 22

Vernon Burton (Professor of History, Clemson
University)

"The Age of Lincoln: Then and Now"
October 6

Frank Laumer (Author /Historian, Dade City,
Florida)

"Soldiers, Seminoles, and Slavery: Florida and
the Second Seminole War"
November 17

Hon. John Antoon Gudge, U. S. District Court,
Middle District of FL)

"American Courts: State and Nation"

..

...
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Lu Vickers (Professor, Tallahassee Community
College)

"Cypress Gardens: America's Tropical
Wonderland"
February 16

Tracy Jean Revels (Professor of History, Wofford
College)

"Sunshine Paradise: A History of Florida
Tourism"
March 29

Isabel Wilkerson(Professor of Journalism and
Director of Nonfiction, Boston University)

"The Warmth of Other Suns: the Epic Story of
America's Great Migration and the Odyssey of
George Swanson Starling"
***Information about the programs can be obtained by calling
the Lawton M. Chiles, Jr. Center for Florida History at (863) 6803001 or by calling james M. Denham at (863) 680-4312 or visiting
us on the web at www.flsouthern.edu/ flhistory

Published by STARS, 2011

117

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 90 [2011], No. 1, Art. 1

114

fLORIDA HISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

CALL FOR PAPERS
AND PANEL PROPOSALS
TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL GULF SOUTH HISTORY AND
HUMANITIES CONFERENCE WITH SPECIAL THEME SESSIONS ON
SLAVERY, SECESSION, AND THE CIVIL WAR IN THE GULF SOUTH
October 20-22, 2011
Pensacola, Florida
The Gulf South History and Humanities Conference is an annual event sponsored
by the Gulf South Historical Association, a consortium of Gulf South colleges and
universities from the states of Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.
The Twenty-Ninth Annual Gulf South History and Humanities Conference,
hosted by the University of West Florida, welcomes all researchers and scholars to
propose papers, panels, roundtables, performances, and workshops, exploring all
aspects of the history and cultures of the Gulf South and Caribbean Basin.
The registration fee includes a Thursday evening reception at the Hilton
Pensacola Beach Gulf Front Hotel, all conference sessions, an d a free one-year
membership in the Association . Tickets for the banquet, annual keynote address,
and a courtesy cocktail reception are all included in the additional banquet fee .
Proposals will be considered if postmarked by the deadline of August 15, 2011. To submit
an individual paper, send a brief c.v., title of the paper, and short abstract Panel organizers
(two or more presenters, a chair and commentator, or a chairI commentator) must submit
a c.v., paper title, and short abstract for each participant A complete list of conference sessions and topics will be mailed to each registrant in the first week of September 2011.
The conference will be at the beautiful Hilton Pensacola Beach Gulf Front
Hotel, which offers special conference room rates at 139.00 a n ight provided reservations are made by September 28, 2011. Please mention "GSH" when you call for
reservations at 1-866-916-2999.
To submit proposals and for more information, please contact Dr.Jay Oune atjclune@
uwf.edu, or: Gulf South Historical Association, c/ o The Center for Southeast Louisiana
Studies, Southeastern Louisiana University, SLU Box 10730, Hammond, LA 70402.

~<---------------------------------DETACHABLE REGISTRATION FORM:
Name:

Address:
Phone: _____________________ Email: ________________________________
Institutional Affiliation: _______________________________________________

REGISTRATION $40.00
STUDENT REGISTRATION $25.00
BANQUET $44.00 _ _ _ _ __
: •' ..

TOTALENCLOSED: $ _____________
Will you be joining the Association at the Thursday evening reception: Yes 0

No 0

Please send this form with a check made payable to: Gulf South H istorical
Louisiana Studies, Southeastern
Louisiana University, SLU Box 10730, Hammond, LA 70402.
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THE ZORA NEALE HURSTON
IN BREVARD COUNTYEXHIBITION

On July 9, 1951, writer, folklorist, and anthropologist Zora
Neale Hurston wrote in a letter to Florida historian Jean Parker
Waterbury: "Somehow, this one spot on earth feels like home to
me. I have always intended to come back here. That is why I am
doing so much to make a go of it."
It would be natural to assume that Hurston was writing about
her adopted hometown of Eatonville, Florida. Growing up in the
oldest incorporated municipality in the United States entirely
governed by Mrican Americans instilled in Hurston a fierce confidence in her abilities and a unique perspective on race. Eatonville
figures prominently in much of Hurston's work, from her powerful 1928 essay How It Feels To Be Colored Me to her acclaimed 1937
novel Their Eyes Were Watching God. For the past twenty-two years,
the Association to Preserve the Eatonville Community (P.E.C.) has
celebrated their town's most famous citizen with the annual Zora
Neale Hurston Festival of the Arts and Humanities. Hurston will
forever be associated with the historic town of Eatonville.
But Hurston was not writing about Eatonville when she spoke
of "the one spot on earth [that] feels like home to me" where she
was "the happiest I have been in the last ten years" and where she
wanted to "build a comfortable little new house" to live out the rest
of her life.
Unknown to most, Zora Neale Hurston called Brevard County
"home" for some of the happiest and most productive years of her
life. Through a new traveling exhibition called Zora Neale Hurston in
Brevard County, an accompanying Curriculum Guide for Teachers,
and ancillary web-based materials, the Florida Historical Society
will highlight this little known aspect of Zora Neale Hurston's life
and career. When not traveling to other venues, the exhibit of
photographs, letters, and other memorabilia and artifacts will be
displayed at the Historic Roesch House in Eau Gallie, across the
street from the Rossetter House Museum and Gardens, just blocks
from where Hurston lived.
Brevard County has a rich and varied history. It is known as
the site of the 7,000 year-old Windover Mortuary Pond, one of the
most significant archaeological discoveries in the world; the home
of educator and activist Harry T. Moore, the first martyr of the con-
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temporary Civil Rights Movement; and the launch pad for every
manned space flight from the United States. Fewer people are
-aware, however, of the significant history relating to Zora Neale
Hurston in Brevard County.
For example, Hurston first moved to Eau Callie in 1929, where
she was very productive. Here she wrote the book of Mrican American folklore Mules and Men (published in 1935), documented
research she had done in Florida and New Orleans to fill an entire
issue of the Journal of American Folklore, and made significant progress on some of her theatrical pieces.
Mter returning to New York in late 1929, Hurston came back
to Eau Callie in 1951, moving into the same cottage where she had
lived previously. While living in Eau Callie between 1951 and 1956,
Hurston staged a concert at Melbourne High School (its first integrated event); worked on the project that became her passion,
the manuscript for Herod the Great, covered the 1952 murder trial
of Ruby McCollum (an Mrican American woman who killed her
white lover); and wrote an editorial for the Orlando Sentinel arguing
against the Brown v. Board of Education decision. Her controversial disapproval of public school integration reflects her belief in
the need to preserve Mrican American culture and communities.
When Hurston was unable to purchase her much loved Eau
Callie cottage, she moved to an efficiency apartment in Cocoa
Beach, while working as a librarian in Satellite Beach. In June,
1956, Hurston moved from the apartment to a mobile home on
Merritt Island. She was fired from her job in May 1957, because
she was "too well-educated for the job." She then left her happy
life in Brevard County to take a job at the Chronicle in Fort Pierce,
where she died three years later. All of this and more will be documented in the Zora Neale Hurston in Brevard County exhibition and
ancillary materials.
With funding from the Florida Humanities Council, The Florida Historical Society plans to complete the Zora Neale Hurston in
Brevard County exhibition in late 2011.
WELCOME TO THE PENSACOLA HISTORY ILLUSTRATED
The Florida Historical Quarterly welcomes the Pensacola History
Illustrated: A Journal of Pensacola and West Florida History to the "family" of Florida history journals. The editors of the journal are Dr.
Brian Rucker, Dr. Della Scott-Ireton, and Jacquelyn Wilson; Ms
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Wilson also serves as Layout Editor. The theme of volume 1, no.
1 (Summer 2011) is "Parks and Playgrounds" and includes the following articles:
John D. Melvin, II, "Kupfrian's Park: Pensacola's Playground"
William M. Clifton, "The Rise and Fall of Palmetto Beach
Amusement Park"
Jennifer Wagner Adkins, "Meories of the Casino"
In addition, there are short photographic essays on the Paradise Beach Hotel and Bayview Park compiled by the editors.
Pensacola History Illustrated is published by the Pensacola Historical Society, a division of West Florida Historic Preservation, Inc.
The editors encourage submission of manuscripts on Pensacola
and Northwest Florida history and heritage. For more information, see www.historicpensacola.org
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE
FLORIDA ffiSTORICAL QUARTERLY

The Florida Historical Quarterly is a peer-refereed journal and
accepts for consideration manuscripts on the history of Florida,
its people, and its historical relationships to the United States, the
Atlantic World, the Caribbean, or Latin America. All submissions
are expected to reflect substantial research, a dedication to writing, and the scholarly rigor demanded of professionally produced
historical work. Work submitted for consideration should not have
been previously published, soon to be published, or under consideration by another journal or press.
Authors should submit three copies of the manuscript to the
Florida Historical Quarterly, Department of History, CNH 551, University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida 32816-1350.
Manuscripts should be typed and double-spaced (excluding
footnotes, block quotes, or tabular matter).
The first page should be headed by the title without the author's name. Author identification should be avoided throughout
the manuscript. On a separate sheet of paper, please provide the
author's name, institutional title or connection, or place of residence, and acknowledgements. Citations should be single-spaced
footnotes, numbered consecutively, and in accordance with the
Chicago Manual of Style.
Tables and illustrations should be created on separate pages,
with positions in the manuscript indicated.
In a cover letter, the author should provide contact information that includes phone numbers, fax number, email address, and
mailing address. The author should provide a statement of the
substance and significance of the work and identify anyone who
has already critiqued the manuscript.
Illustrations must meet the following guidelines: pictures
should be 5x7 or 8x10 black and white glossy prints; prints will
be returned after publication. Images may be submitted in EPS
or PDF electronic format at 300 dpi or higher. Xeroxed images
cannot be accepted. All illustrations should include full citations
and credit lines. Authors should retain letters of permission from
institutions or individuals owning the originals.
Questions regarding submissions should be directed to Connie L. Lester, editor, at the address above, or by email at Connie.
Lester@ucf.edu or by phone at 407-823-0261.
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THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESS
WWW.MYFLORIDAHISTORY.ORG
EMAIL: FHSPRESS@MYFLORIDAHISTORY.ORG

(321) 690-1971 EXT.211
0FFERINC CREAT
INCLUDINC:
BOOKS
FLORIDA'S FREEDOM STRUGGLE: THE

BLACK

EXPERIENCE FROM COLONIAL TIMES TO THE
NEW MILLENNIUM
Irvin D. S. Winsboro

"Florida's Freedom Struggle: The Black Experience from
Colonial Time to the New Millennium is an intellectually
challenging book, which provides readers with a fresh
perspective on Florida's racial history."
Dr. Abel A. Bartley
Director of Pan-African Studies, Clemson University
Paperback $19.95

HOLLOW VICTORY

A

NOVEL OF THE SECOND SEMINOLE WAR
John and Ma ry Lou Missal!

Written by historians who specialize in Florida's
Seminole Wars, this engaging novel brings the conflict to life, demonstrating surprising similarities to
the wars we wage today.
Paperback $19.95

CONSERVATION
HISTORY
IN FLORIDA: ITS

Conservation in P[oriaa

AND

HEROES
Ga ry L. White

"Gary White has provided us with a fascinating
general history of Florida's environmental movement from Bartram to Nat Reed."
'Jts 'lfisrory a11a 'Jferoes

§aryL Wliit<

James M . Denham, Director
Lawton M . Chiles Center for Florida History
Florida Southern College
Paperback $19.95
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The Florida Historical Society
The Historical Society of Florida, 1856
The Florida Historical Society, successor, 1902
The Florida Historical Society, incorporated, 1905
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0

OFFICERS
Robert E. Snyder, President
Leonard Lempel, Vice-President

DIRECTORS
Abel A. Bartley, Clemson, SC
Harold Cardwell, Daytona Beach
Robert Cassanello, Eustis
Judy Duda, Oviedo
Jose B. Fernandez, Oviedo
Sherry Johnson, Miami

James G. Cusick, President-Elect
Emily Lisska, Secretary
Samuel]. Boldrick, Immediate Past President

Tom McFarland, Merritt Island
Tracy Moore , Cocoa
Maurice O'Sullivan, Winter Park
RichardS. Prescott, Fort Myers
Christopher J. Ranck, Heathrow
K.C. Smith, Tallahassee
Irvin D.S. Winsboro, Fort Myers

ex-officio:
Delores Spearman, Chair, Florida Historical Library Foundation
Perry D. West, Chair, Rossetter House Foundation
Connie L. Lester, Editor, Florida Historical Quarterly
STAFF
Ben Brotemarkle, Executive Director
Barbara West, Associate Director

Jill ian Burghardt, Rosseter House Museum
Rachel K. Wentz, RPgional Dir. FPAN
Ben DiBiase, Ed. Resources Coordinator

Created in St. Augustine in 1856, The Florida Historical Society is the oldest
existing cultural organization in the state, and Florida's only state-wide historical
society. The Society is dedicated to preserving Florida's past through the collection
and archival maintenance of historical documents and photographs, the publication
of scholarly research on Florida history, and educating the public about Florida
history through a variety of public history and historic preservation projects. We
publish scholarly research in the Florida Historical Quarterly and through the
Florida Historical Society Press . Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of
the Florida Historical Society is broadcast on public radio stations throughout the
state and is archived on our web site The Florida Historical Society headquarters
are located at the Library of Florida History in historic Cocoa Village. The Florida
Historical Society manages the Historic Rossetter House Museum and the Florida
Books & Gifts.
Florida Historical Society: (www.myfloridahistory.org.)
Rossetter House Museum: (www.rossetterhousemuseum.org.)
Florida Historical Quarterly Podcasts:
(http: / / floridahistoricalquarterly.blogspot.com / )
Florida Public Archaelogy etwork (FPAN) East Central Region
(www.flpublicarchaeology.org)
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